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12.2  REPORT TITLE: CONFIDENTIAL REPORT –  

  MOUNT BARKER INSTITUTE – OFFER TO 
PURCHASE  

AUTHOR: ANDREW STUART 
 
AUTHOR’S TITLE: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
REPRESENTORS:  
 
FILE NUMBER: 108662 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1 – LETTER 
 2 – SKETCH DIAGRAMS 
 
DEPARTMENT:  
 
DEPARTMENT 
   MANAGER:  
 
 
PURPOSE 
To advise Council of an offer to purchase the Mount Barker Institute 
(Town Hall) Gawler Street. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That pursuant to Section 90(2) and 90(3) of the Local 

Government Act 1999 as amended the District Council of 
Mount Barker orders that the public be excluded from 
attendance at the meeting to consider in confidence matters 
regarding information that would, if disclosed, confer a 
commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is 
conducting (or proposed to conduct) business, or prejudice 
the commercial position of the Council.  

 
2. That the Chief Executive Officer, Acting General Manager 

Development and Technical Services, General Manager 
Strategy, and the Minute Secretary be permitted to remain in 
the room  

 
3. That the CEO write to Mr Evans and Mr Ben to: 

• Thank them for their letter of offer; 
• To advise that Council regards  the Institute building as an 

important historic and strategic asset; 
• That Council staff have initiated preliminary investigations 

regarding the future use of the Institute as part of 
Council’s long term accommodation needs and public 
facility requirements; 
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• That Council has not yet formally considered any reports 
or advice from staff regarding the future use of the 
Institute nor has it entered into any discussions with the 
Town Hall Committee and accordingly it would be 
premature to pursue the offer from Mr Evans and Mr Ben 
at least until Council and the Town Hall Committee have 
been consulted and provide direction to staff. 

 
4. That the Council orders pursuant to Section 91(7), (8) and (9) 

of the Local Government Act 1999 as amended that 
information relating to this item be kept confidential until 20 
January 2008. (see 18 May 2004 item 100.1) 

 
 
5. That subject to Section 90 of the Local Government Act 1999 

as amended, the public be readmitted to the meeting. 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In late October 2002 Mr Steve Evans and Mr Alex Ben approached 
senior Council staff to canvas a proposal to purchase the Institute 
building.  Mr Ben and Mr Evans were advised to write to Council to 
document the offer and subsequently a letter of offer (Attachment 1 
to Item 12.2)  was received. 
 
The letter of offer and discussions indicate the offer to purchase was 
based on the following: 
• Purchase consideration $800,000; 
• Intended future use as professional offices; 
• That the building would be renovated to reflect its former ‘grand 

stature’. 
 
Upon receipt of the letter I advised Mr Ben and Mr Evans that 
Council was considering its community land register and it had a 
process in place to first consider all candidate pieces of land 
including the Institute building.  They were further advised that 
pending the completion of the community land process their letter of 
offer would be formally raised with Council. 
 
The Chair of the Committee of the Town Hall has been verbally 
advised in relation to this matter. 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
The offer to purchase the Town Hall has come at a time when a 
number of high level discussions and decisions have either been 
determined or are about to be considered.  Namely: 
• Community land 
• Council accommodation requirements 
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• Further use of the Town Hall for community needs or public 
meeting facilities/ 

 
A review of records indicate a valuation of the Town Hall in 1998 by 
Colliers Jardine put a value of the freehold at $310,000.  The offer 
from Mr Ben and Mr Evans is $800,000 plus the restoration of the 
Town Hall for use as professional offices.  To accept an offer to 
purchase even if it was considered financially attractive would at this 
current time reduce the options available to meet future Council and 
community needs. 
 
One possible option currently being investigated by staff involves the 
restoration of the Town Hall for civic and Council use with the option 
of working with the Anglican Church to provide an additional office 
development and undercroft parking just south of the existing toilet 
facilities. 
 
Sketches (which are indicative only) of this option are included as 
Attachments 2, 3 and 4 to Item 12.2. 
 
This option will be presented as part of an information package to be 
presented at a future workshop presentation to Council in the near 
future.  Preliminary discussion has been held with Father Tony Bartel 
of the Anglican Church and following a Church meeting late 2002 the 
Church has indicated it is interested in pursuing investigations into 
the possibility of working with Council. 
 

CONCLUSION 

 
The investigations into future Council and community needs are at a 
very early stage and that there is much more work to be done.   
Consequently it is considered premature to be accepting any offer to 
purchase the Town Hall. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
1. Financial/budget 
 
To be advised. 

 
 

2. Legal 
 
To be advised. 
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3. Staffing/Work Plans 
 
Investigations into future community and Council use of the Town 
Hall are accommodated within existing work plans. 

 
 

4. Environmental 
 

None known at this stage. 
 

5. Social 
 

To be determined. 
 
 

6. Strategic Plans 
 

Currently being assessed and investigated. 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
 
1. Customer Needs Analysis 
 

The Chair of the Town Hall Committee has been verbally 
advised of this offer. 
 

2. Promotion/Communications 
 

The Institute Building/Town Hall has been excluded from 
Council’s community land register consequently Council is not 
obliged to follow any process required under the community 
land register requirements.  However should it pursue any 
change of status to the Town Hall it would be prudent to 
develop a community consultation strategy. 

 


