
7.3 REPORT TITLE: SA POWER NETWORKS – 
INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATION OPTIONS 

 
DATE OF MEETING: 22 JULY 2013 
 
FILE NUMBER: 48/030/064 
 

Strategic Plan Ref: 
 
Urban Growth 
 
2.4 Continue Mount Barker Master Planning to pursue integrated and 
managed urban growth outcomes. 
 
Purpose: 
 
For the Committee to provide advice to the Council in relation to the 
preferred location for new SA Power Networks (SAPN) infrastructure 
required to service growth in Mount Barker arising from the Ministerial DPA. 
 
Summary – Key Issues: 
 

• SAPN is undertaking consultation on location options in Mount 
Barker for required new electricity infrastructure. 

 

• The Committee’s role is to provide advice to Council to enable the 
Council to have input to the process. 

 

• The Committee is awaiting further information from SAPN which is 
being prepared for the forthcoming information sessions. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Strategic Planning and Development Policy Committee: 
 

1. Advise Council that the Committee is awaiting further information 
from SAPN and anticipates making recommendations to Council at 
the next Committee meeting to be held on 12 August 2013 which can 
then be considered at the Council meeting on 19 August 2013 pre 
the deadline of the end of August for submissions to SAPN.  

 
2. Note that further agenda items will be prepared for consideration by 

the Committee, initially on 12 August 2013 and subsequently 
following the conclusion of the community consultation process and 
on receipt of recommendations from the State Government 
convened Project Steering Group. 
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Background: 
 

1. In December 2012 Council initiated the concept of a Project Steering 
Group to “Investigate options for the location of required SA Power 
Networks electricity infrastructure and produce information to provide 
a sound basis for decision making”. 

 
2. The State Government has convened a Project Steering Group 

which met for the first time in January 2013. 
 

3. Brian Clancey, General Manager Infrastructure & Projects is a 
member of the Project Steering Group. 

 
4. At the Council meeting on 6 May 2013 it was resolved to endorse the 

proposed process for decision making (attachment 1). 
 

5. Points 1 and 2 of the process as outlined in attachment 1 have been 
completed. On 11 June 2013 representatives from SAPN provided 
Council Members with a presentation at an Informal Gathering. 

 
6. Points 3 and 4 in that process (attachment 1) are scheduled for the 

end of July. SAPN has recently written to land owners (directly 
affected and adjacent) and developers and issued a media release 
advising of the forthcoming information sessions (attachment 2). 

 
7. Committee Members are free to attend one of the information 

sessions. 
 

8. These sessions signal the opening of the opportunity for submissions 
to be made to SAPN (Point 5 in attachment 1). 

 
9. It is proposed that the Committee recommend that Council make a 

submission to SAPN as part of the consultation process. 
 

10. It should be noted that Council will have a further opportunity to 
provide input after the consultation process has concluded and the 
Project Steering Group has made recommendations (Points 6 and 7 
in attachment 1). 

 
Discussion: 

 
11. SAPN has provided a plan overlaid on an aerial photograph showing 

indicative locations for the 66kv lines and for the substation 
(attachment 3). 

 
12. SAPN will be making a package of information available at the 

forthcoming information sessions. 
 

13. Once this information becomes available it can be considered by the 
SPDPC which will then be in a better position to provide advice to 
Council. 
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14. In the interim Mr Clancey has represented to the Project Steering 
Group that Council is taking a long term perspective and would 
prefer to see the new substation located in the area designated for 
light industry (off Wellington Road) not in a residential area. 

 
Community  Engagement:  
 
Informing only Update information is available via the Council’s 

website. 
 
Policy: 
Not applicable. 
 
Budget: 
Not applicable. 
 
Statutory/Legal: 
Not applicable. 
 
Staff Resource Requirements: 
Significant resources have been applied to establishing a consultative 
process and subsequently to participation on the Project Steering Group. 
 
Environmental:  
Not applicable. 
 
Social: 
Not applicable. 
 
Risk Assessment: 
Not applicable. 
 
Asset Management: 
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Location options for the required significant SAPN electricity infrastructure 
in Mount Barker are an important consideration and the Committee will be 
expected to provide sound recommendations to the Council on this matter 
in due course. 
          
 
Key Contact 
Brian Clancey, General Manager Infrastructure and Projects 
 
Sponsor of Project 
Andrew Stuart, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Attachments 
1. Proposed process for decision making 13/069641 
2. SAPN Media Release 13/069635 
3. Aerial photo showing location options 13/069637 
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SA Power Networks Required New Electricity Infrastructure 

 
Overview of Proposed Process for Decision Making on Location 

 
(As endorsed at the Council meeting on 6 May 2013) 

 
In the short term SA Power Networks (SAPN) will need to construct a new substation in 
the South Eastern portion of the Ministerial DPA area to cater for growth (actual timing will 
be dictated by the rate of growth and customer demand). 
 
The new substation would be connected to the existing substation on Flaxley Road via 
66kv distribution lines and such lines would also leave the new substation and head North 
towards Nairne to ultimately connect to another new substation that would be required in 
the long term. 
 
A representative Project Steering Group convened by the State Government has reviewed 
possible location options for the first new substation and the 66kv distribution lines. 
 
The Group adopted a number of influencing factors to review possible options. These 
factors being initially: 
 

• Feasibility; and 

• Located within the Ministerial DPA land. 
 
Subsequently the Group determined that the remaining options be reviewed in respect of 
the following (in no particular order): 
 

• Visual amenity (including adjacent sites); 

• Alignment with the Development Plan; 

• Linear route of poles and wires; 

• Access to/serviceability of poles and wires; 

• Environmental impact; 

• Cost; and 

• Feedback from directly affected and adjacent landowners (yet to occur). 
 
SAPN is now preparing an information package on the remaining options. 
 
The proposed process leading to ultimate decision making is as follows: 
 

1. Process overview (not options) to be presented at the Council Information Forum 
on 9 May 2013 for Ministerial DPA land owners and key stakeholders. 

2. Presentation to Council Members at an Informal Gathering (target timing of early 
June subject to when the information package by SAPN is completed) of the 
remaining options and identification of any further information needs pre 
consultation commencing. 

3. Information Session on the remaining options for directly affected and adjacent 
land owners. 

4. Information Session on the remaining options for the broader community. 
5. Submissions received and considered by the Group. 
6. The Group recommends the preferred option and the reasons for this. 
7. The Group’s preferred option is considered at a Council Meeting and by State 

Government. 
8. Council and State Government advise SAPN of their preferred option.  
9. SAPN makes decision. 
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