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1. COUNCIL OPENING 

EXPRESSION OF FAITH  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LAND 
APOLOGIES OR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

1.1 Leave of Absence 

1.2 Apologies 

2. QUESTIONS FROM THE GALLERY (15 MINUTES) 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

3.1 Recommendation 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 5 August 2019 as circulated to 
members be confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings. 

4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 

Council Members are reminded of the requirements for disclosure by 
Members of material, actual or perceived conflicts of interest in relation 
to items listed for consideration on the agenda. 

5. DEPUTATIONS 

NIL 

6. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE – COUNCILLORS 
NIL 

7. QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE – COUNCILLORS 

8. MOTIONS ON NOTICE 

NIL 
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9. MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
For 
- requesting a report 
- a simple matter with minor impact 
- an urgent matter that without consideration by Council would result in a 

detriment to Council 

10. PETITIONS 

NIL 
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11. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

11.1 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE – 15 August 2019 

The recommendations of the Audit and Risk Committee are provided below for 
consideration by Council: 

11.1.1 REPORT TITLE: IMPLICATIONS FROM THE REVIEW OF THE AUDIT 
AND RISK COMMITTEE’S TERMS OF REFERENCE 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/94589 

Recommendation 

That a briefing paper be provided to the Committee on each of the additional topics 
comprising climate change, wastewater and recycled Water, major infrastructure 
projects, regional subsidiaries, with emerging issues identified, how governed and any 
risks and how they are managed.  
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11.1.2 REPORT TITLE: PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE PROCEDURE 
FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/85706 
ATTACHMENT: DOC/19/78485 – PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE 

PROCEDURE 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

 revoke the Whistleblowers Protection Policy and Procedure; and 
 adopt the Public Interest Disclosure Procedure (attachment 1) and delete reference 

to a Public Interest Disclosure Policy. 
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TITLE:   Public Interest Disclosure 
Procedure

REFERENCE NUMBER: Doc/19/78485 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER/ DEPARTMENT Risk & Governance Officer 

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION: Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 (PID
Act) 

MOUNT BARKER 2035 - DISTRICT STRATEGIC PLAN: Governance and Leadership 
GL:2  Corporate Capacity and Leadership 
GL2.10  Ensure compliance with legislative 
requirements 

RELATED POLICIES / CORPORATE POLICY / 

PROCEDURE 

ICAC Public Interest Disclosure Guidelines 
Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy
and Procedure 
Complaints Policy and Procedure 
Code of Conduct for Council Members 
Employee Code of Conduct  

PREVIOUS PROCEDURE DATE: Nil 
APPROVED: <<Insert Date>> 
NEXT REVIEW DATE: August 2022 
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Principal Officer - Statement of Intent 

This Procedure has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of sections 12(4) and 
(5) of the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 (PID Act). 

As Chief Executive Officer of Mount Barker District Council, and designated Principal Officer 
for the purposes of the PID Act, I expect that the implementation and operation of the PID Act 
will encourage and facilitate: 
 further transparency and accountability in the Council's administrative and management 

practices; and 
 the Disclosure, in the public interest, of information about substantial risks to public 

health or safety, or to the environment, and about corruption, misconduct and 
maladministration in public administration. 

This Procedure, and the Council's Public Interest Disclosure Policy, are designed to enable 
that to occur, by ensuring that proper procedures are in place for the making of such 
Disclosures and for dealing with such Disclosures, and by providing appropriate protections 
for those who make such Disclosures. 

I, and the other staff, officers and Council Members at Mount Barker District Council remain 
deeply committed to the protection of informants who make public interest Disclosures in 
accordance with the objectives of the PID Act, and to the genuine and efficient consideration 
and action in relation to information provided to the Council via a public interest Disclosure, 
as contemplated and demonstrated by this Procedure. 

Any questions about this Procedure or the Council's Public Interest Disclosure Policy should 
be directed in the first instance to the Responsible Officer, whose details are at Part 4 of this 
Procedure. 

Andrew Stuart 
Chief Executive Officer 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1. Mount Barker District Council (“Council”) is committed to:  

 upholding the principles of transparency and accountability in its administrative and 
management practices; 

 the protection of informants who make public interest Disclosures; and 
 the genuine and efficient consideration and action in relation to information provided 

in a public interest Disclosure 

and, therefore, encourages the making of appropriate Disclosures that reveal public 
interest information in accordance with this Procedure.  

1.2. The Council is also committed to: 
 referring, as necessary, appropriate Disclosures to another Relevant Authority; 
 where the Disclosure relates to corruption, or serious or systemic misconduct 

or maladministration in public administration, reporting the Disclosure directly 
to the OPI in accordance with the Guidelines and the requirements of the ICAC 
Act; 

 otherwise facilitating the investigation of appropriate Disclosures in a manner 
which promotes fair and objective treatment of those involved; and 

 rectifying any substantiated wrongdoing to the extent practicable in all the 
circumstances. 

1.3. This document explains the applicable procedures and processes that Council has in 
place for making and dealing with appropriate Disclosures of public interest 
information, to ensure that Council: 

 properly fulfils its responsibilities under the PID Act and the ICAC Act; 
 appropriately encourages and facilitates Disclosures of Public Interest 

Information, including environmental and health information regarding a 
location within the area of Council; 

 provides a process by which Disclosures may be made so that they are properly 
investigated; 

 provides appropriate protection for those who make Disclosures in accordance 
with the Act; and 

 recognises the need to appropriately support Informants, the Responsible 
Officer and, as appropriate, those Public Officers affected by any appropriate 
Disclosure. 

2. SCOPE 

2.1. This Procedure applies to appropriate Disclosures of Public Interest Information that 
are made in accordance with the PID Act, by public officers including Council Members, 
Officers and Employees of the Council, and by members of the public.  

2.2. This Procedure is intended to complement the reporting framework under the ICAC Act, 
and designed to complement the existing communication channels within Council and 
to operate in conjunction with other existing policies, including the: 

 Fraud & Corruption Prevention Policy; 
 Code of Conduct for Council Employees; 
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 Code of Conduct for Council Members; and 
 Internal Review of Council Decisions Policy under section 270 of the Local 

Government Act 1999.

3. DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Procedure the following definitions apply.  

3.1. Commissioner means the person holding or acting in the office of the Independent 
Commissioner Against Corruption.  

3.2. Corruption in public administration is defined in section 5(1) of the ICAC Act and 
means: 

3.2.1. an offence against Part 7 Division 4 (Offences relating to public officers) of 
the Criminal Law Consolidation Act 1935, which includes the following 
offences: 
(i) bribery or corruption of public officers; 
(ii) threats or reprisals against public officers; 
(iii) abuse of public office; 
(iv) demanding or requiring benefit on basis of public office; 
(v) offences relating to appointment to public office; or 

3.3.2 an offence against the Public Sector (Honesty and Accountability) Act 1995 or 
the Public Corporations Act 1993, or an attempt to commit such an offence; 
or 

3.3.3 an offence against the Lobbyists Act 2015, or an attempt to commit such an 
offence; or 

3.3.4 any other offence (including an offence against Part 5 (Offences of 
dishonesty) of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act 1935) committed by a 
public officer while acting in his or her capacity as a public officer or by a 
former public officer and related to his or her former capacity as a public 
officer, or by a person before becoming a public officer and related to his or 
her capacity as a public officer, or an attempt to commit such an offence; or 

3.3.5 any of the following in relation to an offence referred to in a preceding 
paragraph: 
(i) aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring the commission of the offence; 
(ii) inducing, whether by threats or promises or otherwise, the commission 

of the offence; 
(iii) being in any way, directly or indirectly, knowingly concerned in, or party 

to, the commission of the offence; 
(iv) conspiring with others to effect the commission of the offence 
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3.3. Council means Mount Barker District Council 

3.4. Detriment includes: 

 injury, harm (including psychological harm), damage (including damage to 
reputation) or loss; 

 intimidation or harassment; 
 discrimination, disadvantage or adverse treatment in relation to a person's 

employment; and/or
 threats of reprisal (which may be express or implied, and/or conditional or 

unconditional).

3.5. Directions and Guidelines is a reference to the Directions and Guidelines issued 
pursuant to section 20 of the ICAC Act and/or section 14 of the PID Act, which are 
available on the Commissioner’s website (www.icac.sa.gov.au). 

3.6. Disclosure means an appropriate Disclosure of public interest information made by an 
Informant to a Relevant Authority. 

A person makes an appropriate Disclosure of environmental and health information if: 

(a) the person: 

i. believes on reasonable grounds that the information is true; or 
ii. is not in a position to form a belief on reasonable grounds about the truth 

of the information, but believes on reasonable grounds that the 
information may be true and is of sufficient significance to justify its 
Disclosure so that its truth may be investigated; and 

(b) the Disclosure is made to a Relevant Authority. 

A person makes an appropriate Disclosure of public administration information if: 

(a) the person: 

i. is a public officer; and 
ii. reasonably suspects that the information raises a potential issue of 

corruption, misconduct or maladministration in public administration; 
and 

(b) the Disclosure is made to a Relevant Authority. 

3.7. Employee refers to all the Council's employees, whether they are working in a full-time, 
part-time or casual capacity. 

3.8. Environmental and health information means information that raises a potential 
issue of a substantial risk to the environment or to the health or safety of the public 
generally or a significant section of the public. 

3.9. Fraud includes an intentional dishonest act or omission done with the purpose of 
deceiving. 
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3.10. ICAC Act is the Independent Commissioner Against Corruption Act 2012. 

3.11. Independent Assessor means the person designated by the Responsible Officer as 
being responsible for investigating a Disclosure made to Mount Barker District Council 
in accordance with clause  10 of this Procedure.  

3.12. Informant means a person who makes an appropriate Disclosure of public interest 
information to a Relevant Authority. 

3.13. Maladministration in public administration is defined in section 5(4) of the ICAC Act 
and  

3.13.1. means: 

(i) conduct of a public officer, or a practice, policy or procedure of a public 
authority, that results in an irregular and unauthorised use of public 
money or substantial mismanagement of public resources; or 

(ii) conduct of a public officer involving substantial mismanagement in or in 
relation to the performance of official functions; and 

3.13.2. includes conduct resulting from impropriety, incompetence or negligence; 
and 

3.13.3. is to be assessed having regard to relevant statutory provisions and 
administrative instructions and directions. 

3.14. Misconduct in public administration is defined in section 5(3) of the ICAC Act and 
means: 

3.14.1. contravention of a code of conduct by a public officer while acting in his or 
her capacity as a public officer that constitutes a ground for disciplinary 
action against the officer; or 

3.14.2. other misconduct of a public officer while acting in his or her capacity as a 
public officer. 

3.15. Office for Public Integrity (OPI) is the office established under the ICAC Act that has the 
function to: 

3.15.1. receive and assess complaints about public administration from members 
of the public; 

3.15.2. receive and assess reports about corruption, misconduct and 
maladministration in public administration from the Ombudsman, the 
Council and public officers; 

3.15.3. refer complaints and reports to inquiry agencies, public authorities and 
public officers in circumstances approved by the Commissioner or make 
recommendations as to whether and by whom complaints and reports 
should be investigated; 
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3.15.4. give directions or guidance to public authorities in circumstances approved 
by the Commissioner; 

3.15.5. perform other functions assigned to the Office by the Commissioner. 

3.16. Public administration is defined in section 4 of the ICAC Act and, without limiting the 
acts that may comprise public administration, an administrative act within the 
meaning of the Ombudsman Act 1972 will be taken to be carried out in the course of 
public administration. 

3.17. Public administration information means information that raises a potential issue of 
corruption, misconduct or maladministration in public administration. 

3.18. Public interest information means environmental and health information, or public 
administration information. 

3.19. PID Act means the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018. 

3.20. Principal Officer for the purposes of the PID Act means the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Council. 

3.21. Public Officer has the meaning given by section 4 and Schedule 1 of the ICAC Act, and 
includes  

 a Council member; and 
 an employee or officer of the Council 

3.22. Relevant Authority means the person or entity that receives an appropriate Disclosure 
of public interest information in accordance with the PID Act, as set out in Appendix A 
to this Procedure.  

3.23. Responsible Officer is a person who has completed any training courses approved by 
the Commissioner for the purposes of the Public Interest Disclosure Regulations 2019 
and has been designated by the Council as responsible officer under sectikon 12 of the 
PID Act. 

3.24. Victimisation occurs when a person causes detriment to another on the ground, or 
substantially on the ground, that the other person (or a third person) has made or 
intends to make an appropriate Disclosure of public interest information.  

4. RESPONSIBILITIES 

4.1. The Principal Officer is responsible for: 

4.1.1. ensuring that one or more appropriately qualified officers or employees of 
the Council are designated as responsible officers of the Council for the 
purposes of the PID Act and undertake any training required by the Public 
Interest Disclosure Regulations;  and 

4.1.2. ensuring that the name and contact details of each responsible officer of the 
Council are made available to officers and employees of the council; and 
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4.1.3. the preparation and maintenance of this Procedure in accordance with the 
requirements of the PID Act and the Directions and Guidelines, in particular 
the Public Interest Disclosure Guidelines. 

4.2. A person designated as a Responsible Officer for the Council: 

4.2.1. must: 
4.2.1.1. receive appropriate Disclosures relating to the Council and ensure 

compliance with the PID Act, and this Procedure, in relation to any 
such Disclosures; 

4.2.1.2. make appropriate recommendations to the principal officer of the 
Council in relation to dealing with Disclosures, including any 
suggested changes to this Procedure or the Public Interest 
Disclosure Policy; and 

4.2.1.3. provide advice to officers and employees of the Council in relation 
to the administration of the PID Act; and 

4.2.1.4. complete any training courses approved by the Commissioner for 
the purposes of the Public Interest Disclosure Regulations; and 

4.2.2. may carry out any other functions relating to the PID Act. 

4.3. A Council member, employee or officer of the Council is responsible for: 

4.3.1. ensuring they comply with this Procedure and the Public Interest Disclosure 
Policy when dealing with any Disclosure; and 

4.3.2. immediately referring any Disclosure of environmental and health 
information made to them by a member of the public, or any Disclosure of 
public interest information made to them by a public officer, to the 
Responsible Officer. 

4.4. Upon receipt of a Disclosure, the Responsible Officer will deal with the Disclosure in 
accordance with the processes described in this Procedure, and within the authority 
granted by the Public Interest Disclosure Policy and the PID Act. 

4.5. If an Informant believes that his/her Disclosure is not being dealt with appropriately or 
in accordance with this Procedure or the Public Interest Disclosure Policy, they should 
contact the Responsible Officer in the first instance. 

4.6. The Responsible Officer may be contacted in person, by telephone or in writing. The 
relevant contact details are: 

 Responsible Officer Roslyn McDougall 
 Telephone 8391 7231 
 Email pid@mountbarker.sa.gov.au 
 Address Confidential 

Responsible Officer, Public Interest Disclosure 
PO Box 581 

Mount Barker  SA  5251 
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and if not available: 

 Responsible Officer Anne Pett 
 Telephone 8393 6436 
 Address Confidential 

Responsible Officer, Public Interest Disclosure 
PO Box 581 

Mount Barker  SA 5251 

5. Confidentiality 

5.1. The identity of an Informant will be maintained as confidential in accordance with the 
PID Act.  

5.2. A recipient of an appropriate Disclosure may only divulge the identity of an Informant 
where:  

5.2.1. the recipient believes on reasonable grounds that it is necessary to divulge 
the identity of the Informant in order to prevent or minimise an imminent 
risk of serious physical injury or death to any person, and the identity of 
the Informant is then divulged to a person or authority that the recipient 
believes on reasonable grounds is the most appropriate authority or 
person to be able to take action to prevent or minimise the imminent risk 
of serious physical injury or death to any person;  

5.2.2. the recipient has been issued with a notice from the OPI advising that the 
identity of the Informant is required by the OPI, in which case the recipient 
must disclose the identity of the Informant to the OPI;  

5.2.3. doing so is necessary for the matter to be properly investigated (but only to 
the extent necessary to ensure proper investigation); or 

5.2.4. the Informant consents to his/her identity being disclosed 

5.3. The PID Act does not expressly require any other information relating to a Disclosure 
(including, for example, the nature of the allegations) to be maintained as confidential, 
but in considering whether to further disclose other information provided as part of an 
appropriate Disclosure the Council should be mindful of the prohibition against 
Victimisation in the PID Act.   

5.4. An Informant may wish to remain anonymous, but in that event must ensure that the 
allegation is sufficiently supported by the provision of necessary details and evidence 
to enable the matter to be properly investigated.  
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6. Disclosure Process 

6.1. Relevantly for the purposes of this Procedure, the PID Act provides for protection for 
Informants where public interest Disclosures are made: 

6.1.1. by a member of the public or a public officer about environmental and 
health information which the Informant reasonably believes to be true or 
which the Informant believes may be true and is of sufficient significance to 
warrant Disclosure, regarding a location within the Council area of a 
particular council; and/or 

6.1.2. by a public officer with a reasonable suspicion about public administration 
information regarding either a location within a Council area or a public 
officer who is a member, officer or employee of the Council. 

6.2. Disclosures should generally, and wherever possible, be directed in the first instance to 
the Responsible Officer, who has the responsibility for receiving appropriate 
Disclosures relating to the Council. 

6.3. However, nothing in this Procedure prevents a person from making a Disclosure to 
another Relevant Authority, including a Relevant Authority external to the Council. This 
is a choice to be made by the Informant at his/her discretion. 

6.4. The following are relevant considerations for an Informant in determining where to 
direct a Disclosure: 

6.4.1. when choosing to make a Disclosure internally, Disclosures relating to an 
elected member or a member of council staff, including the Chief Executive 
Officer (or person acting in that position), should usually be made to a 
Responsible Officer; 

6.4.2. any Disclosure relating to a person appointed as a Responsible Officer should 
be made to the other person appointed as a Responsible Officer or failing this, 
to a Relevant Authority external to the Council (such as the OPI); 

6.4.3. any Disclosure relating to public administration information about a public 
officer who is a member, officer or employee of the Council may be made to a 
Responsible Officer, or to the person responsible (either in fact, or as may be 
designated by the PID Act) for the management or supervision of the public 
officer the subject of the Disclosure; 

6.4.4. any Disclosure relating to Maladministration or Misconduct in public 
administration may be reported to OPI in accordance with the ICAC Act; 

6.4.5. if there is a reasonable suspicion of Corruption, or of Maladministration or 
Misconduct that is serious or systemic, it must be reported to the OPI in 
accordance with the Directions and Guidelines; 
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6.4.6. if a Disclosure contains allegations of Fraud or Corruption, the Informant 
should report the matter in accordance with the Council’s Fraud and 
Corruption Policy, which provides that: 

6.4.6.1. if the Disclosure relates to Corruption in public administration it will 
be reported to the OPI; and  

6.4.6.2. if the Disclosure relates to Fraud, it may be reported to the 
Responsible Officer or direct to SAPOL.  

6.5. A Disclosure may be made in person, by telephone or in writing (either by post, email – 
refer Section 4).  Where a Disclosure is made by telephone, the recipient must take 
notes of the conversation and, where possible, should ask the Informant to verify and 
sign the notes. 

6.6. The following steps will be taken to ensure that a Disclosure is received securely: 

6.6.1.1. A separate email address pid@mountbarker.sa.gov.au; 
6.6.1.2. Records stored separately as detailed in 13 below. 

7. Receipt of a Disclosure 

7.1. A flowchart outlining the Disclosure Process is at Appendix B to this Procedure. 

7.2. If a Council member, employee or officer receives a Disclosure of public interest 
information regarding a location within the Council area, the recipient of that 
Disclosure will: 

7.2.1. ask the Informant whether they consent to the details of their identity being 
provided to the Responsible Officer, and in doing so advise the Informant that 
a failure to provide that consent may mean that the Disclosure cannot be 
properly investigated; and 

7.2.2. refer the Disclosure to the Responsible Officer and, in doing so, comply with the 
wishes of the Informant with respect to whether details of their identity may be 
divulged. 

7.3. Upon the receipt of a Disclosure (whether directly, or by referral from a Council 
Member, employee or officer), the Responsible Officer will: 

7.3.1. immediately undertake a Preliminary Assessment in accordance with Part 8 of 
this Procedure; and  

7.3.2. as soon as practicable thereafter, in accordance with Part 9 of this Procedure:  
7.3.2.1. notify the OPI of the Disclosure; and 
7.3.2.2. confirm receipt of the Disclosure with the Informant; and 

7.3.3. subject to the outcome of the Preliminary Assessment, then take appropriate 
action, including, where required:  
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7.3.3.1. appointing an Independent Assessor to further investigate the 
Disclosure in accordance with Part 10 of this Procedure; and 

7.3.3.2. notifying the Informant of the outcome of any action, including any 
investigation in accordance with Part 11 of this Procedure; and 

7.3.3.3. notifying the OPI of the outcome of any action taken in accordance 
with Part 11 of this Procedure; and/or  

7.3.3.4. reporting the outcome of any action taken to the Minister in 
accordance with Part 11 of this Procedure; and 

7.3.3.5. preparing and issuing a final report to the Principal Officer in 
accordance with Part 12 of this Procedure. 

8. Preliminary Assessment of Disclosure 

8.1. Where the identity of the Informant is known to the Responsible Officer or is reasonably 
ascertainable, the Responsible Officer will acknowledge receipt of the Disclosure 
within 2 working days and in doing so, will provide a copy of this Procedure to the 
Informant. 

8.2. Upon receipt of a Disclosure, the Responsible Officer will undertake a preliminary 
assessment to determine:  

8.2.1. if the content of the Disclosure suggests there is an imminent risk of serious 
physical injury or death to any person or the public generally; 

8.2.2. if the matter/s the subject of the Disclosure involve corruption in public 
administration, or serious or systemic misconduct or maladministration in 
public administration; or 

8.2.3. if the information disclosed justifies further action, including a decision as to 
whether the Disclosure: 

8.2.3.1. is frivolous, vexatious or trivial (in which case, no further action will 
be taken in relation to the Disclosure); 

8.2.3.2. involves a matter which has already been investigated or acted 
upon by a Relevant Authority (Appendix A) and there is no reason 
to re-examine the matter or there is other good reason why no 
action should be taken in respect of the matter (in which case, no 
further action will be taken in relation to the Disclosure); 

8.2.3.3. requires referral to another Relevant Authority (Appendix A) 
external to the Council; or 

8.2.3.4. warrants a formal investigation or referral to an Independent 
Assessor for a formal investigation and report to Council. 

8.3. Where the Disclosure relates to public administration information about a public 
officer who is a member, officer or employee of the Council and it is made to the person 
responsible for the management or supervision of the public officer the subject of the 
Disclosure (the Supervisor), the Supervisor will conduct the Preliminary Assessment 
instead of the Responsible Officer, and will then report the outcome of his/her 
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determination following the Preliminary Assessment to the Responsible Officer to 
action. 

8.4. The Responsible Officer must report the outcome of his/her determination following 
the Preliminary Assessment to the Chief Executive Officer (unless the Disclosure relates 
to the Chief Executive Officer). Any report prepared in accordance with this Part will not 
disclose particulars that will or are likely to lead to the identification of the Informant, 
unless the circumstances in clause 5.2 of this Procedure apply. 

8.5. Where the Responsible Officer (or Supervisor) determines that the content of the 
Disclosure suggests there is an imminent risk of serious physical injury or death to any 
person or to the public generally, the Responsible Officer (or Supervisor) must 
immediately communicate such information as may be necessary to mitigate that risk 
to the most appropriate agency (for example, South Australia Police, SafeWork SA, SA 
Ambulance, Environment Protection Authority). In doing so, the Responsible Officer or 
Supervisor must also have regard to clause 5.2.1 of this Procedure. 

8.6. Where the Responsible Officer (or Supervisor) forms a reasonable suspicion that the 
matter/s the subject of the Disclosure involve corruption in public administration, or 
serious or systemic misconduct or maladministration in public administration, the 
Responsible Officer (or Supervisor) must comply with his/her reporting obligations 
under the ICAC Act in accordance with the Directions and Guidelines. 

8.7. Where the Responsible Officer determines the Disclosure warrants referral to an 
external body or another Relevant Authority (Appendix A), the Responsible Officer will 
undertake the referral, including ensuring that such information as is necessary to 
enable action to be taken is communicated to the most appropriate person or relevant 
authority (Appendix A)  to take that action. Where the Preliminary Assessment is being 
undertaken by the Supervisor, the Supervisor will include this recommendation in 
his/her report to the Responsible Officer for the Responsible Officer to action. 

8.8. Where the Responsible Officer determines the Disclosure warrants further 
investigation, the Responsible Officer will, having regard to available resources, may 
appoint an Independent Assessor and refer the Disclosure to the Independent Assessor 
for investigation. Where the Preliminary Assessment is being undertaken by the 
Supervisor, the Supervisor will include this recommendation in his/her report to the 
Responsible Officer for the Responsible Officer to action. 

8.9. Where the Responsible Officer determines the Disclosure requires any other action to 
ensure the matter the subject of the Disclosure is properly addressed, the Responsible 
Officer will include in his/her determination details of that other recommended action. 
Where the Preliminary Assessment is being undertaken by the Supervisor, the 
Supervisor will include this recommendation in his/her report to the Responsible 
Officer for the Responsible Officer to action. 
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9. Notification of Preliminary Assessment 

9.1. So long as the identity of the Informant is known to the Responsible Officer or is 
reasonably ascertainable, the Responsible Officer will notify the Informant of the 
outcome of his/her determination in writing as soon as is reasonably practicable after 
the Preliminary Assessment has been made, and in any event within 30 days of receipt 
of the Disclosure. In doing so, the Responsible Officer must advise the Informant of: 

9.1.1. any action that has been, or will be, taken in relation to the Disclosure; or 

9.1.2. if no action is being taken in relation to the Disclosure, the reason/s why. 

9.2. If the Responsible Officer fails to notify the Informant in accordance with clause 9.1 
above, the Informant may be entitled to protection in relation to any subsequent 
Disclosure of that information to a journalist or Member of Parliament in accordance 
with the PID Act. 

9.3. If the Informant is dissatisfied with the Responsible Officer’s determination, it is open 
to him/her to report the Disclosure to another Relevant Authority (Appendix A) external 
to the Council. 

9.4. As soon as reasonably practicable following the Preliminary Assessment and 
notification to the Informant, the Responsible Officer must use the dedicated online 
notification form at icac.sa.gov.au to notify OPI of the Disclosure (Initial Notification), 
and in doing so must ensure that the details required by Guideline 1.4 of the Public 
Interest Disclosure Guidelines are included in the Initial Notification. 

9.5. The Responsible Officer will retain the unique reference number issued by the OPI upon 
making the Initial Notification, and will ensure that reference number is provided to 
any other person or authority to whom the Disclosure is referred. 

10. Investigation Procedure 

10.1. Where the Responsible Officer determines, following a Preliminary Assessment, that a 
Disclosure warrants referral to an Independent Assessor for a formal investigation and 
report to Council, the Responsible Officer may appoint an Independent Assessor in 
accordance with this Part to investigate the Disclosure. 

10.2. If an Independent Assessors is determined to be required they will be appointed on a 
case-by-case basis depending on the nature of the Disclosure.  

10.3. The objectives of the investigation process are: 

10.3.1. in appropriate circumstances, to investigate the substance of the Disclosure 
and to determine whether there is evidence in support of the matters raised or, 
alternatively, to refute the report made; 

10.3.2. to collate information relating to the allegation as quickly as possible.  This may 
involve taking steps to protect or preserve documents, materials and 
equipment; 

10.3.3. to consider the information collected and to draw conclusions objectively and 
impartially; 
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10.3.4. to observe procedural fairness in the treatment of any person who is subject of 
the Disclosure; and 

10.3.5. to make recommendations arising from the conclusions drawn concerning 
remedial or other appropriate action.  

10.4. The investigation will observe the principles of natural justice throughout the 
investigation process. The investigation will be conducted in an efficient manner and 
will involve a thorough and balanced assessment of the available evidence and any 
other factors deemed relevant to making a fair and reasonable judgement about the 
matter. 

10.5. Upon receipt of a Disclosure referral under this Part, the person undertaking the 
investigation  will bring the fact of the Disclosure to the attention of the person who is 
the subject of it in writing within 5 days, and provide them with an opportunity to 
respond to the Disclosure within a reasonable timeframe (either in writing or in 
person). The full details of any allegations contained in the Disclosure need not be 
brought to the person’s attention if the Independent Assessor considers that doing so 
will compromise the investigation. 

10.6. During any interview with the person undertaking the investigation, the person who is 
the subject of a Disclosure may be accompanied by any person providing support to 
him/her (including a lawyer) as he/she considers fit. Any costs incurred in relation to 
obtaining the assistance of a support person are the personal expenses of the person 
subject of the Disclosure. The support person is bound by a duty of confidentiality in 
relation to any matter discussed during such interview. 

10.7. The investigation will be undertaken in confidence. So long as the identity of the 
Informant is known to the Responsible Officer or is reasonably ascertainable, the 
identity of the Informant will remain confidential unless the circumstances in clause 
5.2 of this Procedure apply. 

10.8. The person undertaking the investigation will keep the Responsible Officer informed of 
the expected timeframes for completion of the investigation and the provision of 
his/her investigation report to the Responsible Officer. 

10.9. Upon finalising an investigation an investigation report will be provided to the 
Responsible Officer that will contain the following details: 

10.9.1. the allegation(s); 
10.9.2. an account of all relevant information received including any rejected 

evidence, and the reasons why the rejection occurred; 
10.9.3. the conclusions reached and the basis for them; and 
10.9.4. any recommendations arising from the conclusions, including any remedial 

action which should be taken by the Council.  

The report is to be accompanied by: 

10.9.5. the transcript or other record of any verbal evidence taken, including tape 
recordings; and 
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10.9.6. all documents, statements or other exhibits received by the Independent 
Assessor and accepted as evidence during the course of the investigation. 

10.10. Any report prepared in accordance with this Part will not disclose particulars that will 
or are likely to lead to the identification of the Informant, unless the circumstances in 
clause 5.2 of this Procedure apply. 

10.11. The Responsible Officer must take whatever action is, in his/her discretion, 
considered appropriate in the circumstances having regard to the matters identified 
in the Independent Assessor's report. 

11. Notification of Further Action

11.1. So long as the identity of the Informant is known to the Responsible Officer or is
reasonably ascertainable, the Responsible Officer will notify the Informant of the 
outcome of his/her determination in writing as soon as is reasonably practicable after 
the Further Action has been taken and, in any event, within either:  

11.1.1. 90 days of receipt of the Disclosure; or 

11.1.2. such longer period as may be specified by written notice given by the 
Responsible Officer within that 90 day period.  

11.2. In doing so the Responsible Officer must advise the Informant of: 

11.2.1. any action that has been, or will be, taken in relation to the Disclosure; or 
11.2.2. if no action is being taken in relation to the Disclosure, the reason/s why. 

11.3. If the Responsible Officer fails to notify the Informant in accordance with clauses 11.1 
and 11.2 above, the Informant may be entitled to protection in relation to any 
subsequent Disclosure of that information to a journalist or member of Parliament in 
accordance with the PID Act. 

11.4. If the Informant is dissatisfied with the Responsible Officer’s determination or the 
action taken it is open to him/her to report the Disclosure to another Relevant Authority 
(Appendix A) external to the Council. 

11.5. As soon as reasonably practicable following the Preliminary Assessment and 
notification to the Informant, the Responsible Officer must use the dedicated online 
notification form at icac.sa.gov.au to notify OPI of the action taken in relation to the 
Disclosure (Further Notification) and, in doing so, must ensure that the details 
required by Guideline 2 of the Public Interest Disclosure Guidelines are included in the 
Further Notification. 

11.6. If the Disclosure came to the Council by way of a referral from a Minister, the 
Responsible Officer must ensure that the Minister is also notified of the action taken in 
relation to the Disclosure, and the outcome of any such action.  The Minister should be 
notified in accordance with this clause following the Preliminary Assessment if the 
Responsible Officer determines that no action is to be taken. 
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12. Final Report and Recommendation

12.1. Upon finalising any action required in relation to a Disclosure, the Responsible Officer 
must prepare a report that will contain the following details: 

12.1.1. the subject of the Disclosure; 

12.1.2. an account of the steps taken by the Responsible Officer in accordance with 
this Procedure, including, where appropriate, enclosing a copy of any 
Independent Assessor's report; 

12.1.3. conclusions reached as a result of the steps taken in response to the Disclosure 
and the basis for them; and 

12.1.4. any recommendations arising from the conclusions, including any remedial 
action which should be taken by the Council.  

12.2. Any report prepared in accordance with this Part will not disclose particulars that will 
or are likely to lead to the identification of the Informant, unless the circumstances in 
clause 5.2 of this Procedure apply. 

12.3. The Responsible Officer's Report must be provided to the Chief Executive Officer to 
action as he/she considers appropriate.  

12.4. The Chief Executive Officer may, in his/her discretion, inform the elected body, on a 
confidential basis, about a Disclosure in accordance with Part 7 of the Public Interest 
Disclosure Policy.  

13. Secure Handling and Storage of Information 

13.1. The Responsible Officer must ensure accurate records of an appropriate Disclosure are 
securely and confidentially maintained including notes of all discussions, phone calls, 
and interviews. 

13.2. The Responsible Officer will ensure all information relating to an appropriate 
Disclosure is maintained as confidential and as such, will be solely responsible for the 
secure storage of this information, which will be stored in restricted containers and 
accessibly only to limited individuals.  

13.3. In performing his/her duties, the Responsible Officer will maintain a confidential file of 
information (including written documents, disks, tapes, film or other objects that 
contain information) that relates to a Disclosure and/or is a product of the associated 
investigation/reporting process. All such information will be recorded in a register 
which is to remain confidential and be securely stored with access restricted to the 
relevant Responsible Officer or relevant public officer. 

13.4. In the event that a person’s appointment as a Responsible Officer is terminated, the 
person must provide this information to the newly-appointed Responsible Officer and 
having done so will continue to be bound by a duty of confidentiality in respect of an 
Informant's identity and the information received as a result of the Disclosure. 
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13.5. Although the Responsible Officer is ultimately responsible to ensure public interest 
information will be securely received and stored, the security and confidentiality 
obligations outlined in this Part also apply to any Independent Assessor appointed 
pursuant to this Procedure in relation to any Investigation.  

14. Protection for the Informant 

14.1. Although the PID Act does not provide any protection to people who knowingly make
Disclosures that are false or misleading in a material particular, an Informant who 
makes an appropriate Disclosure will ordinarily be protected by: 

14.1.1. immunity from criminal or civil liability; 
14.1.2. a prohibition on Disclosure of his/her identity, other than in limited specific 

circumstances;  
14.1.3. a prohibition against Victimisation; and 
14.1.4. a prohibition against hindering, obstructing or preventing an Informant from 

making an appropriate Disclosure. 

14.2. A person who personally commits an act of victimisation against an Informant is guilty 
of an offence and may be prosecuted. 

14.3. The Council will take action as appropriate in the circumstances of the relevant 
Disclosure/s to protect Informants from victimisation, and/or from being hindered or 
obstructed in making a Disclosure. Such action may include acting in accordance with 
the following risk minimisation steps:  

14.3.1. ensuring discussions related to the details of the Disclosure are held privately; 

14.3.2. ensuring electronic diary appointments are marked as private for discussions 
related to the Disclosure with the informant; 

14.3.3. as set out in the Public Interest Disclosure Procedure and/or referring the 
matter to the SA Police 

14.3.4. disciplinary action by the Council or the Chief Executive Officer (as appropriate) 
for any failure to act otherwise than in accordance with this Procedure or the 
Public Interest Disclosure Policy (including with respect to divulging the 
identity of an Informant) in relation to a Disclosure. 
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15. Availability of the Procedure 

The Procedure is available for public inspection at the Customer Service Centre, at the Local 
Government Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker, South Australia and on the Council’s 
website www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au.   Copies will also be provided to the public upon 
request and upon payment of a fee in accordance with the Council's Schedule of Fees and 
Charges. 

16. REVIEW

This Procedure will be reviewed every three years or earlier in the event of changes to 
legislation or related Policies and Procedures or if deemed necessary by the Risk and 
Governance Officer. 

17. FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information on this Procedure, please contact:

Title: Ros McDougall, Risk and Governance Officer 

Telephone: 8391 7231 

Email: rmcdougall@mountbarker.sa.gov.au  
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Appendix A 
Relevant Authorities 

Where the information relates to… the relevant authority is…

a public officer* 

*as defined and set out in Schedule 1 of the
Independent Commissioner Against Corruption Act 
2012 - relevantly, this includes members, officers and 
employees of local government bodies 

either:  

• the person who is designated by the 
Guidelines as being taken to be 
responsible for management or 
supervision of the public officer; or 

• the person who is in fact responsible for
the management or supervision of the 
public officer; or 

• the relevant responsible officer (as 
designated by the Council in 
accordance with section 12 of the PID 
Act) 

a public sector agency or public sector employee either:  

• the Commissioner for Public Sector
Employment; or 

• the responsible officer for the relevant 
public sector agency 

an agency to which the Ombudsman Act 1972 applies the Ombudsman 

a location within the area of a particular council 
established under the Local Government Act 1999 

a member, officer or employee of that Council 

a risk to the environment the Environment Protection Authority 

an irregular and unauthorised use of public money or 
substantial  

the Auditor-General 

the commission, or suspected commission, of any 
offence 

a member of the police force 

a judicial officer the Judicial Conduct Commissioner 

a member of Parliament the Presiding Officer of the House of Parliament 
to which the member belongs 

a person or a matter of a prescribed class1 an authority declared by the regulations to be a 
relevant authority in relation to such 
information 

1 presently, no prescribed persons or classes have been identified 
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Where the information relates to… the relevant authority is…

public interest information - being: 

• environmental and health information 
(information that raises a potential issue of a 
substantial risk to the environment or to the 
health or safety of the public generally or a 
significant section of the public); or 

• public administration information 
(information that raises a potential issue of 
corruption, misconduct or maladministration 
in public administration) 

• the OPI; 

• a Minister of the Crown; or 

• any other prescribed person or person 
of a prescribed class 

Mount Barker District Council 31

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



21 

Doc/19/78485  Public Interest Disclosure Procedure – August 2019 

Appendix B 
Notification Process Flowchart 

Receipt of 
disclosure – 
Part 8 

 Disclosure by a public officer about public administration information – can be made to 
the person responsible for the supervision of the public officer that the information relates 
to, or the Responsible Officer 

 Disclosure by a member of the public about environmental/health information to do with
a location in the Council area – can be made to any member, officer or employee of that 
Council, to then be passed onto the Responsible Officer to assess. 

 Acknowledge receipt within 2 working days 

Preliminary 
Assessment – 
Part 8 

 Undertaken by the Responsible Officer or (for public administration disclosures only) by the 
public officer’s supervisor (that the information relates to) , to determine: 

o If an imminent risk of serious harm exists – see of procedure 
o Whether there is a need to refer to OPI;
o Whether other action is required, and if so, what

Notify 
informant of 
preliminary 
assessment – 
Part 9 

 Must be done within 30 days of the disclosure being made (S7(1)(b)) 
 Include details of the action that has been, or will be, taken
 Alternatively, if no action will be taken, advise why

Notify OPI of 
about 
disclosures – 
Part 9 

 As soon as reasonably practicable 
 Use the online notification form at icac.sa.gov.au
 Must include the details specified in Guideline One 

Take Action 
Part 10 

 May include undertaking investigations, or referring to another relevant authority 

Notify 
Informant 
outcome of 
action  - Part 11 

 Must be done within either 90 days of the disclosure being made, or such longer period as 
specified by written notice given within 90 day period (S7(3)(a)) 

 Include details of the outcome of the action taken

Notify OPI 
outcome of 
action  - Part 11 

 Use the online notification form at icac.sa.gov.au
 Must include the details specified in Guideline Two

If applicable 
notify Minister 
re outcome of 
action – Part 
11.6 

 Only applicable if the initial disclosure came from/via a Minister (S7(5)(b)(ii))
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www.lga.sa.gov.a 
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11.1.3 REPORT TITLE: HIGH OPERATIONAL AND STRATEGIC RISKS 
FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/93544 
ATTACHMENT: DOC/19/93544 – HIGH OPERATIONAL AND 

STRATEGIC RISKS REPORT 

Recommendation 

That the report be noted and that Council actively engage with the community through 
Long Term Financial Plan process and other processes, to determine risk tolerance. 
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11. INFORMATION REPORTS 

11.1 REPORT TITLE: HIGH OPERATIONAL AND STRATEGIC RISKS 

DATE OF MEETING: 15 AUGUST 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/93544 

ATTACHMENTS: NIL 

Key Contact Ros McDougall, Risk & Governance Officer 

Manager/Sponsor Brian Clancey, Deputy CEO/General Manager 
Governance, Strategic Projects, Wastewater / 
Recycled Water  

Purpose: 
To provide information related to  high operational and strategic risks. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
 The Corporate Governance Group (CGG) held a workshop to review the high and 

very high operational and strategic risks risk and to identify any additional 
strategic risks 

Recommendation 
That the report be noted. 

Background: 
1. Council adopted the revised Risk Management Policy and Framework on 6 

November 2017. 

2. The Audit and Risk Committee will be provided with a revised Policy and
Framework for consideration at its 17 October 2019 meeting. 

3. The Committee were last provided with a quarterly report in on 18 April 2019.  At 
that time there was  1 very high operational risk and 2 high operational risks and 1 
high strategic risk. 

4. Separately on this agenda is progress on the Regional Risk Action Plan. 

Discussion: 
5. Relevant staff were requested to review and update the Risk Register. 

6. CGG held a workshop to discuss the very high operational risk and to review all the
strategic risks. 

7. The reporting format below focuses on residual risk and introduces forecast risk 
level if every control was successfully implemented in the following 6 months.  It is 
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provided in a muted colour version of the risk colour scheme in the framework and 
a fainter font.  

Potential Risk 
(what, how)? 

Risk 
Category  

Current 
Risk Level  

Forecast comments Forecast risk 
in next 6 
months  
(if risk 
management 
effectively 
implemented) 

OPERATING RISKS 
Regional Sports 

Hub – Stage 1 
Project 

(existing risk with 
higher risk rating) 

Cost – capital Financial - 
Cost High 

 Current forecasts and 
stakeholder needs and 
wants  indicate a stage 1 
project cost possibly 
>10% over the 
preliminary budget (High 
Risk); however, once 
contract decisions 
including final value 
management, scope 
management and 
appropriate contingency 
budget are set  by Council 
this risk is forecast to 
reduce to possible / minor 
variation to approved 
budget.  

Low 

Wastewater 
(existing risk and 
same risk rating as 
April 2019 ) 

Developer charges 
for wastewater 
infrastructure are 
not adequate to 
meet needs 

Financial - 
Cost 

Very High 

Independent review of 
forecast funding needs 
completed; completion of 
collection, treatment and 
re-use strategies in 
progress; review of 
assumptions and 40 year 
financial model in 
progress; continue to 
signal cost to the market; 
increase the wastewater 
infrastructure fee. 

Charges increased in 
2019/20 financial year as 
part of longer term plan; 
delay major capital 
investment where 
possible; improve 

Very High 
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procurement strategy to 
maximise value for 
money. 

An internal audit program 
specific to 
wastewater/recycled 
water is being prepared 
and is planned to 
commence during 
2019/20. 

STRATEGIC RISKS 
(Revised risk and 
higher risk rating) 

Community may 
not tolerate 
Council's maximum 
borrowing target. 

Reputational/ 
Political 

High 

Strategic procurement to 
ensure maximum value 
for money; Investigate 
strategic partnering 
opportunities; Sale of 
surplus land to secure 
funds; maximise windows 
of opportunity such as 
Federal and State 
elections; regular review 
and updating of the long 
term financial plan;
Staging capital 
expenditure ; reducing 
scope of project; 
communication to 
community re proceeding 
with project 

High 

(Revised risk and 
higher risk rating) 

The Council may 
not embrace 
commercial aspect 
to fund additional 
operating costs. 

Financial – 
cost  

High 

Council undertakes a 
regular review of the Long 
Term Financial Plan so as 
to ensure sustainability 
over the long term. 
Strategic New Capital 
Projects provisioned in 
the plan also include 
ongoing operating and 
maintenance costs. If 
revenue were to be 
reduced by an event such 
as Rate Capping/or a 
decision of Council, a 
review of funding sources 
(grants/partnerships), 
service delivery and 
capital works would need 
to be conducted and 
modelled in the Long 
Term Financial Plan. 

High 
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8. The forecast very high risk associated with the adequacy of developer charges for 
wastewater is considered realistic not optimistic and will need to continue to be 
addressed as a high priority with regular monitoring and reporting. The forecast is 
largely as a consequence of the following: 

 The extent of an increase to the wastewater infrastructure fee payable by major 
developers is somewhat constrained process wise by threshold provisions 
within the Wastewater Commitment Deeds entered into between Council and a 
number of developers; and 

 The extent to which major capital investment is able to be delayed and/or 
potentially reduced is work in progress and will likely see information become 
progressively available over a period of time that may extend beyond six 
months, an example being clarity as to the disposal path and the required 
quality of recycled water. 

9. As a consequence of recent public reports of three separate situations (involving 
three different service providers) where a cross connection occurred to a dwelling of 
recycled water v potable water, council will review the adequacy of the current 
certification and audit processes in place for the supply of recycled water to parts of 
the Meadows township. As a first step, Council has communicated with SA Health to 
see if processes adopted by other service providers may identify any desired 
additional risk management measures for implementation by council. 

10. A short training refresher has been provided to the Council and Leadership Group 
and an on-line risk awareness training is required to be completed by all staff. 

Conclusion: 
Operational and strategic risks have been identified and assessed. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting Date 18 April 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/38239 
Title High and Very High strategic and operational risks 
Purpose To inform the Audit and Risk Committee of identified high and very high 

operational and strategic risks.  

Meeting Date 6 December 2018 HPRM Reference DOC/18/130466 
Title Strategic and Operational Risks 
Purpose To inform the Audit Committee of identified high operational risks and strategic 

risks 
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12. REPORTS 

12.1 REPORT TITLE: CARRY FORWARD 2018/19 CAPITAL WORK IN 
PROGRESS BUDGETS  

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/99776 

ATTACHMENTS: DOC/19/105807 Draft Budgeted Capital Expenditure 
Summary for the year ending 30 June 2020 

Key Contact Julie Scoggins, Manager Financial Services, Corporate 
Services 

Manager/Sponsor Alexander Oulianoff, Chief Financial Officer 

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Governance and Leadership 
GL4:  Effective management and financial sustainability 
GL4.1 Manage assets and liabilities through a planned, long term approach 

Annual Business Plan: 
Not applicable. 

Purpose: 
To provide the Council with the capital work in progress for the financial year ending 30 
June 2019 to be carried forward to the 2019/20 budget. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
1. Those capital projects which were incomplete at 30 June 2019 with budget balances 

remaining will be carried forward for completion in 2019/20. 

Recommendation: 

That Council approves the proposed total carry forwards of $4.5m as at 30 June 2019 and 
resulting impact on the net budget deficit (Net Borrowing) of ($2.5m). 

That Council adopts the attached revised capital expenditure budgets for the year ending 
30 June 2020. 

Background: 
1. The 2019/20 budget adopted by Council on 1 July 2019 had capital expenditure of 

$40.0m and a net budget deficit (Net Borrowing) of ($13.3m). 

2. The capital expenditure budget for the year ending 30 June 2019 as at 31 March 2019 
was $23.9m. 

3. A further review was undertaken at the year-end which confirmed that 80 projects 
were completed with a remaining 40 capital works in progress. 
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Discussion: 

4. The budget adopted on 1 July 2019 for the year ending 30 June 2020 included $40.0m 
for capital projects. The proposed forecast capital expenditure for 2019/20 as at 2 
September 2019 will include an additional $4.5m in carried forward budgets. It 
should also be noted that due to the earlier partial delivery of the Environmental 
Services Centre and further deferral of the Regional Sports Hub, funds have been 
reallocated resulting in a revised capital projects balance of $42.5m. 

5. The impact of the proposed amendments above on Council’s 2019/20 net budget 
deficit (Net Borrowing) will be an increase of  $2.5m to $15.8m. 

6. A review of the capacity to deliver the 2019/20 capital expenditure program has been 
undertaken taking the carry forwards into consideration. At this stage it is envisaged 
that the program of works can be delivered using current budgeted staffing levels. 
The net borrowings for Council as a result of carry forwards will not increase but will 
reflect a deferral of the take up of borrowings from 2018/19 to 2019/20 as illustrated 
in the Uniform Presentation of Finances above. 

7. A full budget review will be completed as at 30 September 2019 to be presented at 
the November Council meeting. 

8. Council reports on the 2018/19 End of Year Budget Comparison and audited financial 
statements will be presented to Council upon completion of the annual external 
audit by Dean Newbery and Partners in September 2019 and review by Council’s 
Audit and Risk Committee in October 2019. 

Uniform Presentation of Finances

Budget Budget inc C/F
$ '000 2020 2020

Income 50 077 50 077
less Expenses (47 888) (47 888)
Operating Surplus / (Deficit) 2 190 2 190

less Net Outlays on Existing Assets
 Capital Expenditure on Renewal and Replacement of 
Existing Assets (10 370) (10 741)
 less Depreciation, Amortisation and Impairment 9 178 9 178
 less Proceeds from Sale of Replaced Assets  270  270
Subtotal ( 921) (1 292)

less Net Outlays on New and Upgraded Assets
 Capital Expenditure on New and Upgraded Assets (29 673) (31 741)
 less Amounts Received Specifically for New and Upgraded 
Assets 15 057 15 057
 less Proceeds from Sale of Surplus Assets
Subtotal (14 616) (16 683)

Net Lending / (Borrowing) for Financial Year (13 348) (15 786)

Mount Barker District Council 40

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



Community  Engagement:  

Informing only Council’s Annual Business Plan, Budget and Treasury 
Management Policy are available on Council’s website. 

Policy: 
The Treasury Management Policy establishes a decision framework to ensure that funds 
are available as required to support approved outlays, and the net interest costs 
associated with borrowing are reasonably likely to be minimised on average over the 
long term. 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
The Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) provides for borrowings to meet cash flow 
requirements. 

Budget: 
The net budget deficit (Net Borrowing) will be increased by $2.5m to $15.8m. 

Statutory/Legal: 

The Local Government Financial Regulations 2011 Part 2 Section 9 requires Council to 
reconsider its budget at least three times between 30 September and the 31 May. 

Staff Resource Requirements: 

As per budget/strategic plan – no comment applicable to this report. 

Environmental:  

As per budget/strategic plan – no comment applicable to this report. 

Social: 

As per budget/strategic plan – no comment applicable to this report. 

Risk Assessment: 
The Local Government Act 1999 requires that Council assesses the financial requirements 
of Council for the financial year and sets out a summary of its proposed operating 
expenditure, capital expenditure and sources of revenue, and takes into account 
Council’s long-term financial plan and relevant issues relating to the management and 
development of infrastructure and major assets by Council. 

Asset Management: 
$0.4m budgeted for asset renewal is included in the carried forward works in progress. 

Conclusion: 

The 2019/20 draft capital expenditure budget is $42.5 million, an increase of $2.5 million. 
The net budget deficit (Net Borrowing) as a result will be increased to $15.8 million. 
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Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 

Meeting Date 6 May 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/43660 
Title Budget Review as at 31 March 2019 
Purpose To provide the Council with information on the actual results compared to the 

budget figures for the financial year ending 30 June 2019 as at 31 March 2018. 

Meeting Date 4 February 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/4600 
Title Budget Review as at 31 December 2018 
Purpose To provide the Council with information on the actual results compared to the 

budget figures for the financial year ending 30 June 2019 as at 31 December 
2018. 

Meeting Date 2 July 2018 HPRM Reference DOC/18/65241 
Title Draft Annual Business Plan, Budget and Rating Policy 
Purpose To seek endorsement from the Council for the 2018/19 Annual Business Plan, 

Budget & Rating Policy. 
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Capital Expenditure
for the Period ending 30 June 2020

Budget
Carry Forwards 

& Reallocation Budget inc C/F
$ '000 2020 2020 2020

Grand Total 40 043 2 438 42 481

Capital Renewal
Bridges & Culverts  340  340
Buildings Asset  916  916

  Drainage Asset  284  38  322
Footpaths  383  383

  Plant & Equipment 1 333  55 1 388
  Recreational Assets  142  15  157
  Recycled Water  20  20
  Roads 3 313  255 3 568
  Unsealed Roads 1 509 1 509
  Wastewater 2 128  8 2 136

Total Capital Renewal 10 370  371 10 741

New Capital
Bridges & Culverts  28  28
Buildings Asset 5 275 (1 403) 3 872

  Drainage Asset  71  175  246
Footpaths  421  538  959
Land Assets 1 406  249 1 655

  Plant & Equipment  418  103  521
  Recreational Assets 17 380 1 683 19 063
  Recycled Water  800  800
  Roads  366  159  525
  Unsealed Roads  489  489
  Wastewater 3 047  536 3 583

Total New Capital 29 673 2 067 31 741
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12.2 REPORT TITLE: Circular Procurement Pilot Project – Increased 
Purchase of Recycled Content  

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/87413 

ATTACHMENTS: ATTACHMENT 1, DOC/19/87412– Memorandum of 
Understanding (Circular Procurement – Increased 
purchase of Recycled Content) 
ATTACHMENT 2, DOC/19/87410 –  Circular 
Procurement Pilot Project – Pilot Project Steering 
Committee recommendation (LGA) Meeting 25 June 
2019 

Key Contact Glen Carter, Manager Infrastructure Maintenance and 
Operations 

Manager/Sponsor Phil Burton, General Manager Infrastructure  

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Governance and Leadership 
GL2.1 Demonstrate accountability through clear, relevant and easily accessible 

policies and corporate reporting 

2. The Natural Environment and Sustainable Living 
NE2:  Ecological footprint and waste management 
NE2.2 Limit and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in capital investment projects and 

operational practices  
NE2.5 Promote, practice and enable best practice waste minimisation, waste 

reduction and recycling systems 
NE2.6 Increase recycling rates 

Purpose: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the participation in a Circular 
Procurement Pilot Project (Pilot Project) coordinated by the Local Government 
Association of South Australia (LGA) and to seek resolution to commit to a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) between the LGA and participating Councils to prioritise the 
purchase of products with recycled-content through the procurement process.  

Summary – Key Issues: 
1. Council is one of nine councils participating in the Pilot Project to address the

impacts of the China National Sword Policy which requires the adoption of a MOU to 
prioritise the purchase of recycled-content products and materials. 

2. Council’s Chief Executive Officer is required to execute the MOU, which has a term of 
five (5) years, however Council is not obligated or legally bound to continue 
participating in the Pilot Project and may terminate being a party in the MOU without 
penalty. 
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3. An internal project team will be established to assist the implementation of the MOU 
which will involve changes to existing procurement processes, modifying evaluation 
templates, data collection, reporting and training for staff. 

Recommendation: 

That Council:
1. Authorise delegation to the CEO to execute the Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the Local Government Association of South Australia (LGA) (refer 
Attachment 1) which will commit council to:  
a. Prioritising recycled-content through the procurement process for all relevant 

product types;  
b. In year 2 of the pilot project, purchasing recycled plastic products or materials 

(recycled content component) equivalent to 10% (circa 17 tonnes) of the annual 
weight of plastics collected within the Council area,; 

c. After year 2 of the pilot project, increasing its purchasing of recycled plastic 
products or materials (recycled content component) thereafter until it is 
equivalent to 50% (circa 87 tonnes) of the annual weight of plastics collected 
within the Council area; 

d. Tracking recycled-content purchasing by weight by capturing and reporting to
the LGA information and data that becomes available through each 
procurement process; 

2. Publicly report (through the LGA) on the amount (number of tonnes) of recycled-
content products and materials purchased each year for the duration of the MOU. 

3. Nominates the Mayor to attend a “signing ceremony” media event conducted by 
the LGA where each participating Council can publicly commit to executing the 
MOU and to achieving the objectives of the pilot project. 

4. Notes that a further report on the procurement of recycled-content, including 
plastic products will be presented to Council after year 1 of the pilot project will be 
prepared, to enable the Council to review its performance in achieving procurement 
targets and its ongoing participation in the pilot program. 

Background: 
1. The China “National Sword” Policy came into effect in March 2018 which placed 

restrictions on the importation of recycled materials which severely impacted the 
global market for recyclable material, including recyclables from South Australia. 
Prior to the implementation of the policy, up to 50% of the world’s recyclable 
materials (paper/cardboard and plastics) were being sent to China for reprocessing.  
The policy wiped out this end market overnight and created massive oversupply in 
other markets (leading to a dramatic drop in the commodity price of these 
materials).  This resulted in a recycling crisis whereby recyclable materials collected 
through the yellow bin have limited end markets. 

2. Recycling processors responded to the dramatic drop in commodity prices for 
recyclable materials by seeking to increase the fees charged to councils to sort and 
process .
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3. In response, Green Industries SA (GISA) released funding focused on increasing 
resource recovery and use of recycled content in products. The LGA sought
Expressions of Interest (EOI) from councils and subsequently obtained funding 
under the Recycling Market Development Grant to develop what is now known as 
the Circular Procurement Pilot Project (originally known as the Pilot Project to Trial 
the Adoption of Sustainable Procurement Targets by Councils). 

4. Council submitted a response to the EOI on 23 November 2018 (authorised by 
Council's CEO) and were selected to participate along with eight other councils 
(Attachment 1, Schedule 4), which was communicated through Hot Topics in 
January 2019. A formal Pilot Project Steering Committee has been established and 
Council is represented by  Council’s Waste Strategy Coordinator, Sarah Barrett from 
AHRWMA.  The LGA is leading these meetings which have been held on 26/2, 26/3, 
30/4, 28/5, 25/6 & 30/7. 

5. The overarching objective of the pilot project is to help develop local markets for 
recyclable materials by increasing market demand for recycled-content products 
and materials.  The project will achieve this by assisting councils to increase their 
purchasing of these products and materials. 

6. The specific goals of the project are: 
 To provide councils with an external “incentive” to purchase recycled-

content products (ie meeting a target); and 
 By working through the process of seeking to meet the target, to identify 

and record the barriers to purchasing recycled-content products and to 
develop and test a range of supporting tools and guiding documents to 
help councils overcome these barriers. 

7. The scope of the project has evolved since commencement. The Pilot Project 
Steering Committee is recommending that Participating Councils execute a MOU in 
relation to all relevant product types in order to effect real change in procurement
processes, send a strong signal to the market around support for recycling and 
stimulate real demand for recycled-content products. Participating Councils are: 

a. Mount Barker District Council 
b. City of Onkaparinga 
c. City of Charles Sturt 
d. City of Port Adelaide Enfield 
e. City of Burnside 
f. City of Norwood  Paynham & St Peters 
g. Adelaide Hills Council 
h. Rural City of Murray Bridge 
i. City of Prospect 

8. The MOU has been drafted by legal consultants HWL Ebsworth and the terms of the 
MOU incorporate HWL Ebsworth’s recommendations on the most effective and low 
risk method of achieving the objectives and goals of the pilot project as set out 
above.
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Discussion: 
1. Implementation of the MOU will require changes to current procurement processes. 

These changes are summarised below, with further detail provided in Attachment 1, 
and Attachment 2. The MOU commits Council to: 

Year 1: Participating Councils 
 Prioritising recycled-content through the procurement process for all 

purchases of goods or services; or purchases of Selected Goods (Appendix 1, 
Schedule 1); 

 Establish a reporting framework that will accurately capture relevant 
information and provide a baseline; 

 Adopt the recommended policy changes to enable a recycled-content 
procurement focus; 

 Develop strategies internally and foster cultural change within the organisation 
to encourage a shift in procurement focus; and 

 Publicly report on the number of tonnes of recycled-content products and 
materials purchased through the year. 

Year 2 
 Continue to collect procurement information and report on optional target 

recycled-plastic or variation) utilising the baseline information. 

Ongoing (optional) 
 Council will commit to purchasing recycled plastic products or materials 

equivalent to 10% of the weight of plastics collected in their Council area in 
year 2 (173.91 tonnes of recycled was collected in the Mount Barker District 
Council area in 2017-18, therefore 10% equates to 17.9 tonnes of recycled 
plastic products/content, to meet milestone 1); and 

 Councils will increase their purchasing each year until they are buying back 
recycled materials equivalent to 50% of the weight of plastics collected in their 
reflective Local Government Areas. 

2. Council will initially prioritise the purchase of recycled-content products and 
materials for the following products or product types: 
 Office stationary/ office paper; 
 Fixtures (eg. street furniture, drinking fountains, bollards, fencing, decking, 

garden edging, planter boxes, fitness equipment, wheel stops, speed humps, 
bins, pipes, signage); 

 Materials used for construction and maintenance eg. road construction 
materials (recycled-content includes recycled asphalt, glass fines, plastic, 
rubber, toner); and 

 Compost or other organic materials used in parks and gardens.

3. During the consultation undertaken with internal Council Officers in preparing this 
report, the following issues were raised and their resolution are addressed under the 
key areas below. 
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4. Resourcing – It is recognised that a portion of the workload associated with 
implementing the requirements of the MOU will lay within the Finance Department. 
To assist and provide support to this functional area, an internal project team has
been established consisting of the following specialist team members: 
 Glen Carter – Manager Infrastructure Maintenance and Operations 
 Bill Graham – Procurement Coordinator 
 Greg Sarre – Manager Economic Development and Sustainable Futures 
 Emma Montgomery – Environmental Project Officer 
 Sarah Barrett – AHRWMA, Waste Strategy Coordinator 

5. Administration – The MOU will initially result in additional administration for 
Council. The internal project team will assist the Procurement Officers in the
development of relevant forms and templates to enable the collection of data. It is 
anticipated that the LGA will also provide ongoing support with the development and 
distribution of communications and generic templates for use by the working groups. 

6. Reporting is required under the MOU. It is anticipated that the format in which this is 
supplied to the LGA be electronic to minimise the time taken to complete and provide 
relevant and accurate information and is practical in application. It is acknowledged 
that year 1 of the project involves the development of processes and systems to 
capture the required data which will then initially be reported on a yearly basis until 
the Council are buying back recycled material equivalent to 50% of  the weight of 
plastics collected across the Council area. 

7. New procurement processes – The MOU requires new procurement processes to be 
developed and be incorporated into existing policy. It is envisaged that the 
communication of the new procurement processes will be communicated to all staff 
and specific training will be provided to tender evaluation teams. 

8. Practical application – The MOU requires prioritising recycled-content through the 
procurement process for all purchases of goods or services: Therefore, the MOU is to 
be considered for both formal and informal tenders and Council will need to consider 
its own internal guidelines for non-formal tenders (ie. how to promote this project 
across the organisation). The internal project team will assess the practicality of the 
application of the MOU and may determine that the MOU may apply to purchases 
over a certain value and only for Selected Products. This would avoid situations 
where staff regularly purchase items of little value and of minimal impact from a 
recycled content perspective and/or ease the administration of implementing the 
MOU without losing the intent. 

9. Tender Evaluation – The MOU recommends that Council’s procurement evaluation 
process  a suggested non-financial evaluation criteria weighting, eg 20%. 
Prioritisation of this criteria in relation to other competing priorities such as social 
inclusion, indigenous participation, local economic benefit etc is required at 
Procurement Policy level. Council officers setting up Evaluation plans require clear 
policy as to what criteria are important to Council. 
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10. Council appreciates that the nominal 20% weighting for recycled content is not 
mandatory and is project specific i.e. it can be changed to suit the circumstance and 
needs to accommodate other factors that do not have mandatory weightings. By 
implementing the MOU council needs to be aware of awarding a tender with good 
environmental outcomes but a poor technical solution. 

11. Eligible products – Where Council is already purchasing products with recycled 
content, this data can be included in their reporting. 

12. Pilot Project Timeframe - It is noted that the LGA have funding for 1 year only 
however the term of the MOU is 5 years. It is unclear at the time of writing who will 
administer the findings and maintain this project going forward in the event that the 
LGA does not secure more funding from GISA. 

13. Strategic Alliance contract – Local Government Association Procurement (LGAP) 
– It is anticipated that the LGA will work closely with LGAP in regard to the MOU and 
the incorporation of the intent into existing contracts where possible. 

Community  Engagement:  
Not applicable. 

Policy: 
The Procurement Policy (DOC/16/048288) incorporates environmental and sustainability 
criteria as per its’ objectives and principles. Principle 5.7 Environmental Protection most 
closely aligns with the intent of the MOU and supports participation in the Pilot Project.  

Long Term Financial Plan: 
Procurement activities are included in the LTFP. An update to the LTFP is currently being 
prepared which will include operating and strategic programs. It will be recommended 
to the LGA to carry out further long term financial impact modelling to understand the 
expected future returns on this program. 

Budget: 
No funds have been allocated for this item, as Council does not require expenditure. This 
project will be resourced using existing staff, an internal project team and assistance 
from participation in a formal Pilot Project Steering Committee lead by the LGA. It is 
anticipated that certain items may initially attract a higher purchase cost than traditional 
items however, the purpose of this policy change is to create markets for recycled 
products allowing our kerbside recycling material to be more valuable in the future. 

Statutory/Legal: 
Applicable laws relating to procurement include the Local Government Act 1999 (SA), 
common law and Council’s Procurement Policy (GOV-08). 

The South Australian State Waste Strategy 2015-2020 targets material and resource 
efficiency in addition to diverting waste from landfill for recycling. It recognises the 
significant opportunity to continue investing in local markets, remanufacturing materials 
locally into desirable products. Stronger domestic recycling markets, along with local 
secondary re-manufacturing, support a robust, sustainable and cost-effective recycling 
sector, foster economic development and job creation and reduce the risks associated 
with selling into overseas commodity markets. 
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Environment Protection (Waste to Resources) Policy 2010. The Policy promotes the waste 
management hierarchy. 

The Guiding Principles of the Green Industries SA Act 2004 includes “the principles of the 
circular economy” along with “the waste management hierarchy”. 

The China “National Sword” Policy came into effect in March 2018 which placed 
restrictions on the importation of recycled materials and impacted the global market for 
recyclable material, including recyclables from South Australia. 

Staff Resource Requirements: 
There will be a some impact on the Council Officers administrating the requirements of 
the MOU, for example implementing changes to existing procurement processes, 
modifying evaluation templates, data collection and reporting and training evaluation 
teams.  

Environmental:  
The Mount Barker Environment Strategy (Environment Strategy) objective is to promote 
resource efficiency. Participating in the MOU represents a significant step towards 
developing local markets for recyclable materials in South Australia and establishing a 
truly circular economy. These actions will help to ensure the ongoing commercial 
viability of the recycling system and wider benefits to the environment. 

Social: 
Councils participation in this program will demonstrate a strong commitment to our 
residents both financially and sustainably, and empower others to make similar 
changes. 

Risk Assessment: 
It is deemed that the risk to Council in executing the MOU is minimal as Council is able to 
discontinue without liability and is not legally bound by the MOU (Attachment 1, Cl 2.9 
and Cl 4.4). 

Legal advice received to date concludes that there are no issues within Council’s policy 
that would prevent Council from fully implementing the MOU. 

There is a risk that if council does not adequately adopt the requirement of the MOU, this  
has the potential to have impact on reputation. 

The current China Sword issues affecting the recycling industry within Australia are 
considered a risk towards the public attitude regarding recycling efforts and associated 
kerbside waste diversion from landfill. Council is proactively keeping abreast of with this 
issue with the guidance and leadership of the Adelaide Hills Region Waste Management 
Authority. 

Asset Management: 
Not applicable. 
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Conclusion: 
Council’s involvement in this Pilot Project and adoption of the MOU is recommended as 
it aligns with its’ strategic, environmental and waste management commitments in 
addition to supporting the recycling industry’s recovery and ongoing viability via a 
circular economy approach. It recognises the need to assist businesses to invest in 
activities which will overcome market barriers to accepting products with recycled 
content. It shows that Council is willing to take a leadership role in a project that has 
never been done before in an Australian jurisdiction for which there is significant interest 
nationwide in its progress and outcomes. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council - Nil 
Meeting 
Date 

HPRM 
Reference 

DOC/ 

Title 
Purpose 
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Local Government Association of South Australia 

1.1 Circular procurement pilot project 

Reports for Discussion 
From: Emily Heywood-Smith, Senior Policy Officer 

Key Initiative: K.I 1 Leadership and advocacy

Strategy: 1B Contribute to state-wide and local policy 

Meeting Pilot Project Steering 
Committee 

25 June 2019 

ECM: 680766 Attachment/s: 680789, 680808

Recommendation 
At its meeting on 25 June 2019, the Pilot Project Steering Committee endorsed the following 
recommendations.  

The Pilot Project Steering Commitee recommends that:   

1. Participating Councils execute the Memorandum of Understanding (Attachment 1)
which will commit them to:
a. Prioritising recycled-content through the procurement process for all relevant

product types (see Attachment 1, Schedule 1);
b. Tracking recycled-content purchasing by weight by capturing and reporting to

the LGA information and data that becomes available through each
procurement process;

2. At the end of the 2019/20 year, through the LGA, Participating Councils publicly
report on the amount (number of tonnes) of recycled-content products and
materials they have purchased through the year under the MOU; and

3. (Optional extra) Participating Councils adopt a rolling target as follows:
a. Councils will establish systems and processes to support the MOU in year 1;
b. Councils will commit to purchasing recycled plastic products or materials

equivalent to 10% of the weight of plastics collected in their council area in
year 2; and

c. Councils will increase their purchasing each year until they are buying-back
recycled materials equivalent to 50% of the weight of plastics collected in
their council area. (see Attachment 1, Schedule 3)

(together, the substantive recommendations). 

4. Members of the Steering Committee arrange for the substantive recommendations
to be put to Participating Councils (elected-member body), for approval or for
noting, at Participating Councils July (or if necessary August) council meetings;
and 

5. Members of t

each Participating Council can publicly commit to executing the MOU and to
achieving the objectives of the pilot project

(together, the procedural recommendations).
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Local Government Association of South Australia 

Discussion 

Background  China National Sword Policy and the Pilot Project 

2018.  Under the policy, China adopted very strict standards in terms of the contamination it would 
allow in recyclables accepted for import.  The effect of the policy was that China would no longer 
accept kerbside collected recyclable materials from Australia (and many other countries) for import. 

(paper/cardboard and plastics) were being sent to China for reprocessing.  The policy wiped out 
this end market overnight and created massive oversupply in other markets (leading to a dramatic 

y
recyclable materials collected through the yellow bin have no viable end markets. 

Recycling processors responded to the dramatic drop in commodity prices for recyclable materials
by increasing the fees charged to councils.   

The impacts of the China National Sword Policy present a significant opportunity to re-shape

a truly circular economy. 

The overarching objective of the pilot project is to help develop local markets for recyclable 
materials by increasing market demand for recycled-content products and materials.  The project 
will achieve this by assisting councils to increase their purchasing of these products and materials. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Participating Councils are taking strong and decisive action to address the impacts of the 
China National Sword Policy.  Participating Councils are seeking to use their combined
buying-power to significantly increase demand for recyclable materials in South Australia. 

Through the pilot project, Councils will agree to prioritise the purchase of recycled-content
materials through the procurement process.  Councils will agree to track and record data on 
the project and report publicly on their progress.  Councils will agree to an ambitious rolling 
target in relation to their purchase of recycled plastic products, thereby ensuring an 
immediate impact on the market for these problematic materials.     

The purpose of the agreement is to:

effect positive change in council procurement processes;  
send a clear message to the market around support for recycling; and
stimulate real demand for recyclable materials in South Australia.  

These actions will help to ensure the ongoing commercial viability of our recycling system 
and, over time, reduce waste management costs.    

At this time of volatility in international commodity markets, the agreement represents a 
significant step towards developing local markets for recyclable materials in South Australia 
and establishing a truly circular economy.   
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Local Government Association of South Australia 

The specific goals of the project are: 

-content products (ie 
meeting a target); and 
By working through the process of seeking to meet the target, to identify and record the 
barriers to purchasing recycled-content products and to develop and test a range of 
supporting tools and guiding documents to help councils overcome these barriers.   

At the end of the pilot project there will be a number of tools and guiding documents that have 
been developed and refined through the learnings from the project and that can be rolled out 
across the local government sector more broadly.   

Recommendations  action to be taken by Participating Councils

The Pilot Project Steering Committee is recommending that: 

Recommendations 1 and 2 

1. Participating Councils execute the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (Attachment
1) which will commit them to:
a. Prioritising recycled-content through the procurement process for all relevant

product types (see below and Attachment 1, Schedule 1);
b. Tracking recycled-content purchasing by weight by capturing and reporting to LGA

information and data that becomes available through each procurement process;

2. At the end of the 2019/20 year, through the LGA Participating Councils publicly report on
the amount (number of tonnes) of recycled-content products and materials they have
purchased through the year under the MOU;

In relation to recommendations 1 and 2, note: 

-content and 
(2) regularly purchased by local government bodies, including: 

Office stationary/paper;  
Fixtures (eg. street furniture, drinking fountains, bollards, fencing, decking,
garden edging, planter boxes, fitness equipment, wheel stops, speed humps, 
bins, pipes, signage);  
Road construction materials (recycled-content includes recycled asphalt, glass
fines, plastic, rubber, toner); and  
Compost.  

Rationale - Participating Councils are seeking to execute the MOU in relation to all relevant 
product types in order to effect real change in procurement processes, send a strong signal to the 
market around support for recycling and stimulate real demand for recycled-content products.  

A comprehensive list of products available with recycled-content that are regularly purchased by 
local government bodies has been developed by waste consultants Rawtec to assist Participating 
Councils and is available at Attachment 2.  

Mechanism - The MOU has been drafted by legal consultants HWL Ebsworth and the terms of the 
ations on the most effective and low risk method of 

achieving the objectives and goals of the pilot project as set out above.   
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Local Government Association of South Australia 

Further, the MOU commits Participating Councils to reporting to the LGA (via a one page form) on
each procurement process and also by providing to the LGA a Biannual Procurement Report 

intended that the LGA
will use this information to produce regular reports on the pilot project as a whole.   

Recommendation 3 

Whilst 
strongly supported adopting a rolling target as set out below. 

3. (Optional extra) Participating Councils adopt a rolling target as follows:
a. Councils will establish systems and processes to support the MOU in year 1;
b. Councils will commit to purchasing recycled plastic products or materials equivalent

to 10% of the weight of plastics collected in their council area in year 2; and
c. Councils will gradually increase their purchasing each year until they are buying-

back recycled materials equivalent to 50% of the weight of plastics collected through
the kerbside recycling services in their council area (see below and Attachment 1,
Schedule 3).

In relation to recommendation 3, note the rolling target will be as follows: 

The Target  

stics collected in tonnes (2017-18 year)  from EPA/NEPM recycling returns 

Council Plastics
collected

(tonnes) 

10% 

Milestone 1 

(2020-2021) 

20%Milestone 
2 

30% 

Milestone 3 

40% 

Milestone 4 

50% 

Milestone 5 

Onkaparinga 1,085 108.5 217 325.5 434 542.5 

Charles Sturt 201.89 20.19 40.38 60.57 80.76 100.95 

PAE 647 64.7 129.4 194.1 258.8 323.5 

Burnside

Adelaide
Hills

249.1 24.91 49.82 74.73 99.64 124.55 

NPSP 238 23.8 47.6 71.4 95.2 119 

Mount 
Barker 

173.91 17.39 34.78 52.17 69.56 86.96 

Murray 
Bridge 

95.57 9.56 19.11 28.67 38.23 47.79 

Prospect 122.4 12.24 24.48 36.72 48.96 61.2 

TOTAL 2812.87 281.29 562.57 843.86 1125.15 1406.94 

Rationale  councils are concerned at the lack of information and data (and lack of maturity of the 
market) in relation to some product types.  Therefore, in relation to adopting a target, councils are
more comfortable focusing the target on recycled-plastic products.   
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Local Government Association of South Australia 

Councils are also concerned that the relevant systems and processes may not be in place to 
enable councils to capture and report on the relevant information in year 1.  For this reason, 
councils are more comfortable committing to setting up systems and processes in year 1 and then 
committing to a target in year 2.  Councils also want to set an ambitious target as a long-term goal. 

Focusing on recycled-plastic products ensures efforts are focused on stimulating demand for 
recycled-content products that come out of council-collected yellow bins (although some of these 
products use soft plastics collected through the Coles/Woolworths program).  This ensures there is
a strong link between the increased recyclables processing costs currently being experienced by 
councils and the potential of circular procurement practices to reduce these costs over time.   

This also creates an opportunity to reinforce the message that getting food waste out of the 
red/blue landfill bin is one of the biggest opportunities councils and communities have to reduce 
waste management costs.   

Mechanism  an example of how the plastics target could be met by Participating Councils is
provided at Attachment 3.  Note the example does not include the use of plastics in road 
construction materials given the lack of maturity in the market in relation to these products.     

Recommendations 4 and 5 

It is intended members of the Steering Committee arrange for the substantive recommendations to 
be put to Participating Councils at their July or August council meetings.  It is further intended that 

for the MOU media event be organised for August or September 2019.  Following the media event, 
the LGA will continue to work with Participating Councils on tools and guiding documents (including 
communications materials) to assist them with the pilot project.   

Measuring success 

The success of the project will be measured, not by whether councils have met their target or not, 
but by whether the project produces:  

Valuable information and data sources on which to base future action in this area; and  
Recommendations for tools and guiding documents that can be rolled out sector-wide to 
continue the change process and increase circular procurement across the sector.   

These measures of success will be central to all reports developed by the LGA on the progress or 
outcomes of the pilot project.   

It is important to remember that this type of project has never been done before in an Australian 
jurisdiction and that there is significant interest nationwide in its progress and outcomes.  

Financial and Resource Implications 
The LGA has secured funding for the pilot project from Green Industries SA through its Recycling 
Market Development Grants program.  It should be noted that this funding is for the 2019-20 year
only at this stage and it may be necessary to seek additional external funding at the conclusion of 
the 2019-20 year depending on resourcing requirements.   

Mount Barker District Council 80

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



12.3 REPORT TITLE: STRATEGIC PLAN REVIEW PROCESS  

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/102855 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. DOC/19/107957, STRATEGIC PLAN REVIEW AND
ENGAGEMENT PROCESS (PROPOSED)  

Key Contact Greg Sarre, Manager Economic Development and 
Sustainable Futures, Planning and Development  

Manager/Sponsor Marc Voortman, Acting General Manager Planning 
and Development  

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 

Governance and Leadership 
GL2:  Corporate capacity and leadership 
GL2.1 Demonstrate accountability through clear, relevant and easily accessible 

policies and corporate reporting 
GL 1.3 Provide opportunities for the community to access and participate in decision-

making processes.   
GL 1.4 Use digital technology and social media as engagement tools  

Annual Business Plan: 
The Annual Business Plan must be developed consistent with the current and future 
Strategic Plan. 

Purpose: 
To seek Council endorsement of the proposed process for the review and update of 
Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan 

Summary – Key Issues: 
1. Mount Barker 2035 District Strategic Plan was adopted in December 2015 after an 

extensive community engagement process. 
2. The plan guides Council priorities in providing projects, programs and services to 

meet the needs and concerns of its community, now and in the future. 
3. Council is required to review its strategic plan within 2 years of a Council election. 
4. To facilitate this a process has been designed to elicit input from Council members,

staff, community and external stakeholders into the review and updating of 
Council’s Strategic Plan. 

Recommendation: 

That Council:
1. Adopt the proposed process to review Mount Barker 2035 District Strategic Plan and 

develop a draft new Strategic Plan as set out in attachment 1 to this report. 
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Background: 
1. Mount Barker 2035 District Strategic Plan was developed  in 2015 to provide direction 

for Council over the next 20 years.

2. It was developed with input from Council members, staff and over 400 submissions 
from the community. 

3. Mount Barker 2035 District Strategic Plan was written taking into account the then 
state of the Mount Barker district, current and anticipated growth over 20 years, 
existing knowledge and planning documents, input from elected members, staff and
the community and global and regional influences. 

4. The Strategic Plan must comply with Section 122 of the Local Government Act and 
also: 
 Provide a vision for our District that reflects community issues and needs; 
 Guide Council and its community in ensuring a healthy society, economy 

and environment; and 
 Ensure that Council’s vision and strategies can be aligned with operational 

activities and work programs. 

5. With the election of a new Council in November 2018, the Strategic Plan must be 
reviewed to comply with the Local Government Act and a new plan developed.
More importantly, the process should allow the new Council to articulate its vision 
for the future and objectives and strategies to achieve that vision.

Discussion: 
6. Current District Strategic Plan- Mount Barker 2035 – The Strategic Plan contains 5 

goal areas. Under each Goal area there are a number of Objectives (23 in total) and 
Strategies (119 in total). The number of strategies reflects the diversity of community 
issues Council must consider when planning and budgeting for projects, programs 
and services. 

7. The objectives and strategies were set deliberately at a high level as Council looked 
20 years into the future. Subsequently, projects, programs and services have been 
aligned to these strategies over a 4 year planning cycle via the Corporate 
Implementation Plan which informs the annual business plan and budget. The 
Annual Report, in turn, includes detail on how the annual program of Council is 
achieving the objectives of the Strategic Plan . 

8. To help provide clarity and focus to the objectives and strategies, some high priority 
initiatives were also included (2 per Goal Area). The high priorities were given a 4 
year time horizon and are listed below: 

Community Wellbeing 
 Significantly advance the establishment of new sport and 

recreation facilities and aquatic centre  
 Pursue and promote the ‘Connect/Learn-Lead’ community 

development model  
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Economic Prosperity 
 Use recycled water as a catalyst for economic development 

opportunities 
 Pursue World Heritage listing with regional partners as a key 

economic development initiative  

The Urban Environment  
 Commit to, and commence development of at least one 

major Council project and town square/open space 
improvement in the Mount Barker town centre  

 Further develop open space corridors and linear trail 
networks 

The Natural Environment and Sustainable Living  
 Ensure all new Council buildings are built to high 

environmental and sustainability standards using 
recognised rating criteria  

 Implement the Biodiversity Strategy 

Governance and Leadership 
 Achieve financial sustainability whilst going through a 

prolonged period of urban growth 
 Explore and implement contemporary and innovative 

community engagement practices  

9. A review of Mount Barker 2035 is underway to assess how we have gone in 
implementing the plan and also to inform the engagement around, and 
development of, a new strategic plan. 

10. Proposed process for developing a new Strategic Plan.  The development of 
Mount Barker 2035 in 2015 was informed by extensive community engagement 
with over 400 people having input through a variety of means including at 
community workshops, in shopping centres and on public transport, in schools 
and with the business community. 

11. Much of the input gathered through that process remains relevant today and it 
is not proposed to replicate this community consultation process this time. It 
will however be important to test what might have changed in that time 
including data related to the rate of population growth, input of new residents 
arriving in the district, changing economic conditions and opportunities 
evolving in the new economy, and issues and challenges presented by global 
events such as potential economic shocks and climate change. 

12. A ‘future shapers’ process is proposed whereby key people both within and 
external to the district will be invited to be involved in shaping the future plan 
and narrative for the district. It is considered important to include people 
external to the district to broaden perspectives on issues such as branding and 
marketing, investment attraction, economic development and employment 
opportunities and relationships to the broader region and Adelaide. 
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13. Among other things the ‘future shapers’ group would help inform a community 
forum open to any community member who wanted to have input into the 
process. The ‘future shapers’ group will consist of approximately 20 people; the 
process to recruit these people is to be further refined over the coming weeks. 

14. Consultation that has occurred over the past 4 years through other activities 
such as for Township and Main Street plans, the Adelaide Hills Reconciliation 
Working Group, Youth Advisory Group, the Top Hat Forum and through key 
projects such as Regional Sports Hub and Aquatic Centre will also be used to 
help understand and incorporate community issues. Council member 
perspectives and representation of community issues is especially important 
and a dedicated session will be held.    Input from the Audit and Risk Committee 
will be sought with respect to monitoring and measuring outputs and outcomes 
from the strategic plan.   

15. The process proposed will be implemented between September 2019 and 
February 2020 when a draft new Strategic Plan would be ready for the 
mandatory 6 week community consultation, as prescribed under Section 122 of 
the Local Government Act. 

16. Objectives of the proposed process to develop a new Strategic Plan include: 

a. Provide for Council input into and ownership of the engagement 
process and the drafting of the Strategic Plan (elected members,
executive team and Council staff) 

b. Explore and define narratives and messaging appropriate to the 
District's future and assess against current strategy and implementation 

c. Leverage recent and ongoing public input on town planning 
stakeholder engagement and other community consultation, including 
via social media 

d. Obtain local input on the vision and objectives for the District (with a 
focus on community and business leaders) with the view to establishing 
an advisory group of local leaders (‘future shapers’) 

e. Augment engagement with existing networks, including business 
networks, principals' forum and developers' forum 

f. Integrate the Strategic Plan review alongside the review of Council’s 
lead strategies and regional and state level strategies

g. Build themes and narratives around proposed strategic projects, 
including the town centre development, regional sports hub and 
aquatic centre, wastewater partnerships, high-speed broadband 
network (smart city aspirations) and a tertiary presence in Mount Barker 

h. Stimulate long term-thinking, planning and the development of
strategic narratives for the District 

i. Promote ongoing discussion about the District’s future, particularly 
with a view to opportunities for more sustainable growth 

j. Raise awareness of the council’s strategy, brand, role and narratives
with a futures focus

k. Prepare a draft Strategic Plan, media and framework for supporting 
strategies
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17. Key phases in the review and proposed engagement process are set out in 
attachment 1. 

Community  Engagement:  

Consultation comments: 

Decision to be made Appropriate engagement and consultation on the 
Strategic Plan is essential in order that Council 
appropriately reflects the needs and concerns of its 
community. The Strategic Plan is the highest level guiding 
document to inform Council’s direction and actions. 

Key factors to be 
considered in decision 

All factors affecting the social, environmental and 
economic health of the district are considered in reviewing 
and drafting a new Strategic Plan. 

Area of community 
influence 

Aspects that are fixed: 
There are no fixed aspects in a Strategic Plan review 
process however the parameters set guide an orderly and 
constructive process. Elements that are outside the 
control or influence of Council are considered and 
factored in to the elements that are within Council’s 
control or influence. 

Key areas for community input include: 
• local knowledge, experience, ideas 
• information on needs, problems, priorities, 

aspirations 
Method of consultation, 
informing community & 
cost 

Engagement activities to develop a new Strategic Plan will 
be via a targeted ‘future shapers’ group and community 
forum and through previous or concurrent community 
engagement. 
Once a draft Strategic Plan is endorsed by Council for 
consultation, written feedback will be sought through 
local media over a 6 week period. 

Feedback to 
stakeholders/Council 

Feedback to Community will be via Council reports, on the 
Council website and social media.   

Timeframe for 
consultation 

To be advised. It is expected that the process will being in 
September 2019 and conclude in February/March 2020  

Policy: 
The Strategic Plan is the highest level Council document that influences all other policy 
of Council. 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
The Long Term Financial Plan is currently also under review. Council’s Strategic Plan 
should inform the development of the LTFP. 
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Budget: 
The Annual Business Plan must be developed consistent with the current and future 
Strategic Plans. A small budget allocation is provided in the 2019/20 budget to help with 
the review of the Strategic Plan. Mostly this will be used for engagement. 

Statutory/Legal: 
Section 122 of the Local Government Act requires Councils to develop strategic plans and 
review them within 2 years of the election of a new Council. Council’s previous Strategic 
Plan was adopted in December 2015.  

Staff Resource Requirements: 
The Strategic Plan is the principal document that guides the work of Council and 
therefore is of relevance to all parts of the organisation in its development and 
implementation. A small project team will be established and other Council staff will 
contribute to the engagement process. 

Environmental:  
Current and future environmental issues will be incorporated within the draft Strategic 
Plan informed by existing strategies and community input. 

Social: 
Current and future social and community issues will be incorporated within the draft 
Strategic Plan informed by existing strategies and community input. 

Risk Assessment: 
Strategies relating to risk management will be included in the Draft Strategic Plan 
informed by existing strategies and community input.  

Asset Management: 
Strategies relating to asset management will be included in the Draft Strategic Plan  
informed by existing strategies and community input. Council’s Strategic Plan should 
also align with and be informed by its Asset Management Plan as required under section 
122 of the Local Government Act. 

Conclusion: 
With the election of a new Council, Mount Barker 2035 District Strategic Plan needs to be 
reviewed. A process has been designed that incorporates a review of the current plan, 
engagement with elected members, council staff and the community and consideration  
of current and future issues impacting the district. Following engagement, a draft new 
Strategic Plan will be developed for the consideration of Council and community 
consultation.  

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting Date 21 DECEMBER 2015 HPRM Reference DOC/15/124781 
Title MOUNT BARKER 2035 – DISTRICT STRATEGIC PLAN FOR ENDORSEMENT 
Purpose To present the Draft Strategic Plan – Mount Barker 2035 District Strategic Plan 

for endorsement. 
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Attachment 1 Strategic Plan Review and Engagement Process  (Proposed)  

Phases and activities Timing  Milestones  
Phase 1 – Review and explore Aug – Sep 

2019 
 Review existing strategic plan (underway) 
 Review key strategies and projects influencing the 

Strategic Plan review  (underway)
 Form a staff project team to guide engagement and how 

the plan evolves and integrates with other council 
priorities and those at a local, regional, national and 
international level 

 Scope the concept of ‘future shapers’ and assemble a 
diverse list of influential and successful leaders in the 
District 

Strategic Plan review summary 

Updated process outlined 

Draft ‘future shapers’ leadership list 

Project team formed  

Phase 2 – Leadership insight  Aug – Oct 2019 
 CEO and Senior management briefings on curated 

engagement approach 
 Workshop with the leadership group to refine themes,

narratives and messaging
 Workshop with Elected Members to gain insight on 

strategic themes and narratives
 Audit & Risk committee engagement
 Update list of ‘future shapers’ based on leadership and 

elected member input

Agreed priority challenges and opportunities  

Agreed curated engagement approach 

Refined themes, narratives and messaging 

Phase 3 – Design engagement and craft narrative Sep–Oct 2019 
 Engage directly with ‘future shapers’ to answer ‘What 

kind of future do we want for our District? 
 A narrative for the district can be drafted that considers

this process; where we have come from, where we are 
now and where we could be. 

 Design a ‘futures forum’ with 100 participants (elected 
members, leadership, future shapers and community
members). 

Engagement session with ‘future shapers’ 

Summary of futures themes and narrative to 
inform strategic plan principles, themes and 
actions 

Draft forum design and venue decision  

Phase 4 – Broaden engagement  Nov 2019 
 Engage with key networks (including existing business,

development and community groups) at facilitated 
futures forum 

 Revisit ‘future shapers’ for additional input

Futures forum 

Phase 5 – Prepare draft strategic Plan  Nov–Dec 2019 
 Consider outcomes of engagement process
 Workshop outcomes of engagement with Elected 

Members, CGG and Leadership Group 
 Develop draft for Council endorsement for community

consultation 
 Audit committee engagement 
 Community engagement materials and media designed 

and drafted (digital and print) 

Engagement report 

Engagement media  

Draft Strategic Plan  

Phase 6 – Community consultation  Feb– Mar 2020 
 6–week statutory consultation 
 Changes made and endorsed by Council

Summary document and supporting media  

Final Strategic Plan 
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12.4 REPORT TITLE: WESTERN SECTOR RECREATION LAND COMMUNITY 
LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN AND LICENCES 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/101571 

ATTACHMENTS: 1 – COMMUNITY LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN - 
DOC/18/141683 
2 – SUMMARY OF LICENCES AND LICENCE AREA 
PLANS DOC/19/57732 
3 – SITE PLAN DOC/19/62044 

Key Contact Madeleine Dobbin, Acting Manager  
Planning Policy and Strategy 

Manager/Sponsor Marc Voortman, Acting General Manager,  
Planning and Development 

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Community Wellbeing  
CW 3.1 Support a long-term approach to the development, upgrade and improvements 
to community facilities and infrastructure such as the library, sports grounds, 
community halls and venues and play spaces. 

CW 3.3 Facilitate increased use of existing facilities including encouraging a joint 
community/school use model where appropriate. 

The Urban Environment  
UE 1.2 Apply a strategic, planned and consistent approach to the provision, 
development and maintenance of public open space. 

Annual Business Plan: 
N/A 

Purpose: 
To seek endorsement of the Western Sector Recreation Land Community Land 
Management Plan (CLMP) and associated licence summaries.  

Summary – Key Issues: 
1. King’s Baptist Grammar School, Mount Barker Baptist Church, Burke Urban 

(developer of Newnham) and Council have collaborated in relation to the 
development of a school and community centre on Bollen Road, Mount Barker and 
the development of the adjacent Council land that was purchased in 2015 for 
development as open space. 

2. At the 3 June 2019 Council meeting, Council authorised community consultation on 
the draft Community Land Management Plan. Two Licences were also drafted for 
Community Consultation, one for the proposed shared car park to be constructed 
by the School and the second for steps and paving to be associated with the 
adjoining school facilities overlooking the oval. 
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3. No submissions were received during the consultation period and as such the CLMP 
and licence summaries are now presented to Council for endorsement. 

Recommendation: 

That Council:  
1. Adopts the Western Sector Recreation Land Community Land Management Plan 

(attachment 1). 
2. Approves the associated Licence Summaries (attachment 2), which provide for a 

term of up to 42 years, and gives delegation to the Chief Executive to finalise and 
execute the Agreements for Licences and the Licences in accordance with the 
Licence Summaries.  

Background: 
1. At the 3 June 2019 Council meeting, Council authorised community consultation on 

the Western Sector Recreation Land Community Land Management Plan (CLMP) 
and the associated licence summaries.  

2. Community consultation was undertaken in accordance with  Sections 196 and 197 
of the Local Government Act 1999. 

3. Consultation occurred from 17 June 2019 to 15 July 2019. 

4. No submissions were received during the consultation period. 

Discussion: 
Community Land Management Plan (CLMP) 
5. The objective of the CLMP is to ensure Council’s assets are used to their maximum 

potential. In this respect, the CLMP anticipates Council will retain the land to 
provide passive and future active recreation facilities for the community. It is also 
anticipated the land will be retained to provide regional stormwater detention 
storage.  

6. Currently the subject land is an undeveloped reserve containing a regional 
detention basin / wetland. It is intended to be developed for recreation purposes 
with flexible playing spaces, car parking, walking trails and landscaping. 

7. Development of the land for recreation purposes is expected only after Council has 
determined there is sufficient demand and all other recreation facilities within 
Mount Barker are fully utilised, e.g. former Polo Grounds, Showgrounds, Regional 
Sports Hub, etc. 

8. Council has identified this land will not be required to be developed for at least 10+
years from the time of writing the CLMP in 2019. 
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Licences  
9. Two Licences were drafted for community consultation, one for the proposed 

shared car park to be constructed by the School and the second for steps and 
paving to be associated with the adjoining school facilities overlooking the oval. 
Two licences have been used because of the different terms required for a car park 
and steps and paving. 

10. A summary of each licence and a plan showing each licence area are shown in 
Attachment 2. 

11. Each licence will initially be documented with an agreement for a licence which 
allows for the approval of construction design by Council as the Licensor and 
construction by the School of the approved designs. On completion of the approved 
work the licence will then be granted. 

12. To meet the requirements of the Local Government Act 1999 the expiry date has 
been set at 42 years from September 2019 e.g. 30 September 2061. As the facilities 
may not be built for some years the actual licence term will be the time left from the 
granting of a licence on completion of construction until expiry. 

13. The licences are  subject to Council adoption of the finalised CLMP. 

Community  Engagement:  

Informing only The CLMP will be available on Council’s website.  

Policy: 
Community Consultation Policy.  

Long Term Financial Plan: 
The design and construction of the Western Sector Recreation Land has been 
provisioned for in the Long Term Financial Plan. Noting, the upgrade will be co-funded 
with King’s Baptist Mount Barker via the Shared Use Agreement.  

Budget: 
N/A 

Statutory/Legal: 
Preparation of the Draft Community Land Management Plan and proposed community 
engagement is in accordance with Section 196 and 197 of the Local Government Act 
1999. 

Staff Resource Requirements: 
The recommendation can be implemented within existing staff resources. 

Environmental:  
The CLMP proposes revegetation of the creek line along with the continued upgrade of 
the detention storage area to include a wetland.  
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Social: 
The future development of the land as recreation / open space increases recreational 
and social opportunities in the community.  

Risk Assessment: 
Ensuring the reserve is managed and is consistent with the prescribed requirements of 
a category 4 (undeveloped) reserve and that as public open space it is maintained in a 
fit for purpose state until such time it is redeveloped.  

Asset Management: 
The CLMP will look to ensure that assets reflect the current categorisation and 
maintenance levels attributed to the reserve. This is currently set at MSL 4 
(undeveloped reserve). 

Conclusion: 

No submissions were received on the Community Land Management Plan and licence 
summaries for the Western Sector Recreation Land. The documents are therefore 
presented to Council for endorsement.  

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 

Meeting Date 3 June 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/48068 
Title Western Sector Recreation Land Community Land Management Plan and 

Licence  
Purpose To seek endorsement of the draft Community Land Management Plan for the 

Western Sector Recreation Land for community consultation.  

Meeting Date 3 September 2018 HPRM Reference DOC/18/92270 
Title King’s Baptist School Terms Sheet  
Purpose To seek authority to enable the progression of collaborative arrangements 

between Council and King’s Baptist Grammar School Mount Barker for land on 
Bollen Road, Mount Barker, and Burke Urban to be advised of Council 
acceptance of satisfaction of a requirement in a 2015 Deed between Council and 
Burke Urban. 

Meeting Date 18 May 2015 HPRM Reference 90/010/158 
Title Purchase of Lot 501, Bollen Road, Mount Barker – Proposed Variations 
Purpose To seek approval to vary some elements of the previous authorisation. 

Meeting Date 2 March 2015 HPRM Reference 90/010/158 
Title Opportunity to Purchase Land on Bollen Road, Mount Barker for Community 

Open Space 
Purpose To seek approval to purchase lot 501, Bollen Road, Mount Barker. 
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Western Sector Recreation Land
Community Land Management Plan 
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INTRODUCTION 

A Community Land Management Plan (CLMP) guides management of particular categories, or 
specific areas, of Community Land as defined by the Local Government Act 1999.  A CLMP 
develops a range of strategies and actions to assist with improved management of the land. 

This CLMP has been prepared specifically for the Western Sector Recreation Land located on 
Bollen Road, Mount Barker.  

SUBJECT LAND

The subject land is legally described as Allotment 503 in Deposited Plan 115191 (Certificate of 
Title Volume 6189/331). The land is shown in Appendix A.  

The land comprises a reserve comprising an area of over 89,000m2. The land contains Western 
Flat Creek which runs in an east-west direction with a regional detention basin located at the 
bottom south-east corner. There is some low lying vegetation and trees, most of which is 
located close to the creekline. High voltage overhead powerlines run through the middle of the 
allotment. Access to the allotment is available via Bollen Road.  

PURPOSE AND USE

Council retains the land to provide passive and future active recreation facilities for the 
community. The land is also retained to provide regional detention storage.  

Proposed shared use agreement  

Council intends to enter into an agreement with King’s Baptist Grammar School, which owns 
the adjoining land to the north. The agreement is in draft and will be finalised upon final 
endorsement of this CLMP. The agreement will allow the School to use the Western Oval, 
nearest to Bollen Road (once developed) during school hours from Monday to Friday 8:00am – 
4:00pm and Saturday mornings from 9:00am – 12:00pm (excluding school holiday periods and 
public holidays). The school’s right to use the land will be nonexclusive allowing access to the 
public at all times. 

The agreement will also include the following key points: 

 Financial contribution by the King’s Baptist Grammar School to the development of the 
ovals when built. 

 Construction of parking at the School’s cost and under a licence from Council (see 
licence area A on plan in Appendix B). It is expected that this parking will be staged by 
the school based on demand commencing with the northern part. 

 Construction of paving, steps or similar at the School’s cost and under a licence from 
Council (see licence area B on plan in Appendix B). 

 Contribution of a proportion of the maintenance cost for the ovals by the school when 
constructed. 
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 Construction of a Gym and Community Auditorium on the School’s land adjoining 
licence area B at its own cost. These buildings will be managed by the school but will be 
made available for rent to the community at times determined by the school. 

 Formation of a shared Use Infrastructure Advisory Committee made up of school and 
Council representatives to monitor and coordinate the provisions of the agreement. 

Construction of the ovals is subject to funding.  

Proposed licences to the school 

A licence enables Council to formalise agreements with organisations and individuals who 
occupy or manage Community Land. These agreements allow clear definition of the rights and 
obligations that an organisation or individual has in regard to the land ensuring public access is 
maintained.  

It is intended to undertake public consultation on the proposed licences at the same time as 
consultation on this Plan. The licences are nonexclusive allowing public access to both the 
proposed licence areas once the work has been completed. 

Western Flat Creek and Detention Storage/Wetland   
Western Flat Creek runs through the site with a Regional Detention Basin / Wetland located 
towards the south eastern corner of the allotment.  Both the detention basin and the creekline 
will remain on the site.  Some rehabilitation of the creekline will occur alongside landscaping in 
and around the wetland.  

OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 

Objective 
Council seeks to ensure all of its assets are utilised to their maximum potential. It is Council’s 
objective that this land is used for both passive and active recreation by the community as well 
as for regional detention / wetland.   

Council policies/by-laws/plans   
The following Council policies, by-laws and plans affect how Council will manage this land: 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Policy 
 Biodiversity Strategy 
 Community Consultation Policy 
 Community Facilities Study and Delivery Strategy 
 Dogs By-law 
 Environment Strategy 
 Funding Policy 
 Local Government Land By-law 
 Mount Barker Council Development Plan 
 Mount Barker Strategic Plan 2035 
 Open Space and Public Realm Strategy 
 Permits and Penalties By-law 
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 Risk Management Policy 
 Urban Forest Policy 

The above policies and by-laws can be viewed on Council’s website and/or at Council’s head 
office.  

PROPOSALS AND MAINTENANCE

Proposals  
Currently the subject land is an undeveloped reserve containing a regional detention basin / 
wetland. It is intended to be developed for recreation purposes with flexible playing spaces, car 
parking, walking trails and landscaping.  

Development of the land for recreation purposes is expected only after Council has determined 
there is sufficient demand and all other recreation facilities within Mount Barker are fully 
utilised, e.g. Polo Grounds, Showgrounds, Regional Sports Hub, etc. Council has identified this 
land will not be required to be developed for at least 10+ years from the time of writing this 
CLMP in 2019. See Appendix C for the concept plan of the land. Until the reserve is developed it 
will remain as a Category 4 (undeveloped) reserve. It too should be noted, the ovals will be 
subject to inundation in a 1-in-10 year flood event.  

In accordance with Council’s agreement with King’s Baptist Grammar School, it is proposed the 
school will construct car parking on the land prior to the recreation area being established. It is 
intended this car parking area will be shared by the school and, in the future, for use of the 
recreation land.  

EFFECT OF MANAGEMENT PLAN

Responsible department  

Infrastructure Maintenance and Operations Department is responsible for the maintenance of 
the reserve. 

The future development and review of the CLMP is the responsibility of the Planning and 
Development Department. 

Review period  

The CLMP will be reviewed as required or at a minimum of every 5 years. 

Amendment or revocation of CLMP 

Pursuant to Section 198 of the Local Government Act 1999: 

1) A management plan may be amended or revoked by the adoption of a proposal for 
its amendment or revocation. 
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2) A council may only adopt a proposal for amendment to, or revocation of, a 
management plan after the council has carried out the public consultation that 
would be required if the proposal were for a new management plan. 

3) However, public consultation is not required if the amendment has no impact or no 
significant impact on the interests of the community. 

4) A council must give public notice of its adoption of a proposal for the amendment or 
revocation of a management plan. 

PERFORMANCE TARGETS 

Objective Target Action Indicator Responsibility 
and timeframe  

Provide a suitable
level of maintenance
within Council’s 
budgetary constraints 
and community
expectations to 
ensure the land is safe
for the general public 

Level of 
development and 
maintenance to be 
consistent with 
Council’s Open 
Space and Public 
Realm Strategy 
and asset 
management 
plans. 

Undertake initial 
audit of the site 
and then 
undertake works 
to ensure site is 
suitable as a 
category 4 
reserve.  

Area is 
maintained to 
agreed 
standard 
within budget 
Currently set 
as MSL 4. 

Responsibility 
with Open 
Space and 
delivery 
through 
Infrastructure 
Maintenance 
and Operations 
Department, 
ongoing. 

Eradicate schedules
pest plants and 
environmental weeds 

Absence of 
undesirable plant 
species on site. 

Annual program. Reduced 
occurrence. 

Infrastructure 
Maintenance 
and Operations 
Department, 
ongoing.  

Undertake
rehabilitation of
Western Flat Creek 

Rehabilitated 
creek in line with 
the rehabilitation 
plan.  

Prepare a 
watercourse 
rehabilitation 
plan then 
implement. 

The health of 
the creek is 
reflects the 
standard set 
by the 
rehabilitation 
plan.   

Responsibility 
with Open 
Space and 
delivery 
through 
Infrastructure 
Maintenance 
and Operations 
Department, 5 - 
10 years. 

Mount Barker District Council 97

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



TRIM Reference DOC/2018/141683 Page 7 of 10 

APPENDIX A: SUBJECT LAND 
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APPENDIX B: LICENCED AREA A 
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APPENDIX B: LICENCED AREA B 
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APPENDIX C: CONCEPT PLAN 
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Car Parking Licence Summary for Community Consultation.

Item Details 
Licensor Mount Barker District Council 
Licensee Kings Baptist Mount Barker Incorporated 
Land The whole of land comprised in Certificate of Title Volume 6189

Folio 331 
Licensed Area The part of the Land shown on the attached plan titled Car Park

Licence Area. 
Commencement
Date 

On completion of the approved car park as per the Agreement 
between the Licensor and Licensee. 

Term A maximum of 42 years 
Expiry Date 30 September 2061 
Licence Fee $1 per annum (if demanded) 
Permitted Use Car Park and associated public access areas. 
Precondition The Licence will be subject to the finalisation and approval by 

Council of the Proposed Community Land Management Plan for 
the Land. 
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Car Park Licence Area Plan 
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Steps and Paving Area Licence Summary for Community Consultation. 

Item Details 
Licensor Mount Barker District Council 
Licensee Kings Baptist Mount Barker Incorporated 
Land The whole of land comprised in Certificate of Title Volume 6189

Folio 331 
Licensed Area The part of the Land shown on the attached plan titled Steps and

Paving Licence Area. 
Commencement
Date 

On completion of the approved work as per the Agreement 
between the Licensor and Licensee.. 

Term A maximum of 42 years 
Expiry Date 30 September 2061 
Licence Fee $1 per annum (if demanded) 
Permitted Use Public Area in association with adjoining facilities on the Kings 

Baptist Mount Barker Incorporated Land. 
Precondition The Licence will be subject to the finalisation and approval by 

Council of the Proposed Community Land Management Plan for 
the Land. 

Mount Barker District Council 104

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



Steps and Paving Area Licence Area Plan 
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12.5 REPORT TITLE: CAT BY-LAW 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/92660 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. DOC/19/92898 – BY-LAW 6 CERTIFICATE OF 
VALIDITY 
2. DOC/19/92890 – NATIONAL COMPETITION 
POLICY REPORT 
3. DOC/19/107955 – COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
RESPONSES 

Key Contact Jamie Tann, Manager Health and Public Safety 

Manager/Sponsor Greg Parker, General Manager Community Services 

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Community Wellbeing  
CW:2  Community safety, public health & wellbeing. 
CW 2.1  Build a community that works in partnership with government and non-

government organisations to achieve real and long lasting improvements in 
safety and wellbeing. 

CW 2.4  To work with the community to help it understand and comply with relevant 
public safety regulations and by-laws. 

Governance and Leadership 
GL2:  Corporate capacity and leadership 
GL 2.3  Continuously strive to improve performance and service delivery across all 

council functions. 
GL 2.5  Participate in State and Federal policy development processes affecting local 

government. 
GL 2.10  Ensure compliance with legislative requirements. 

The Natural Environment and Sustainable Living 
NE3:  The promotion and protection of natural areas 
NE 3.5  Increase community awareness regarding its impact on the natural 

environment. 

Annual Business Plan: 
Nil 

Purpose: 
To approve the Cat By-law. 

Summary – Key Issues: 

1. Recent research indicates that cats have a devastating impact on native wildlife. 
Cats in Australia kill more than 3 million mammals, 2 million reptiles and 1 million 
birds every day.
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2. Australia has the world’s worst record for mammal extinctions; 28 species and 
subspecies, mostly marsupials, have become extinct since Europeans arrived, and 
many of these extinctions are linked to cats. 

3. By-laws are used by Councils as one avenue for enforcing a regulatory function 
generally covering local government land on roads but also including dogs and cats 
in the Council area.  A Cat By-law would address a number of cat management issues 
that impact the community and environment. 

Recommendation: 

That Council:
1. Note the public consultation 
2. Endorse the Cat By-law (see attachment 1) 

Background: 

1. Cat populations have been classified into three distinct categories, namely: 
domestic, feral or stray. The domestic cat lives with, and is dependent on, humans.
The feral cat is one that lives with little or no reliance on humans, whereas the stray 
cat relies only partly on humans for survival. 

2. When reviewing Council’s Animal Management Plan (AMP) in 2017 there was a high
response rate towards community expectations in Council’s potential involvement 
in cat management issues, for example: 

 84% Microchipping of cats (% of respondents rating the issue as important to 
be addressed) 

 77% Educating the community in responsible cat ownership 
 74% Lost, unwanted and unowned cats 
 73% Introduction of a cat registration by-law 
 71% Impacts of cats on the environment 
 62% Nuisance from cats straying on private property 
 40% Providing services for cat owners. 

3. Mandatory microchipping for cats (and dogs) commenced on the 1st of July 2018 but 
all the other issues listed within point 2 are not currently being addressed by Council.
A Cat By-law could be an effective mechanism to address the impacts of cats that 
were listed as a concern by the community in 2017. 

4. The only current service provided by Council in regard to cat management is the 
hiring of cat traps.  The cat traps are intended for feral cats only and it is the 
responsibility of the hirer of the trap to release any domestic cat that may have been 
caught. The cat trap hirer also is obliged to take the trapped cat to a vet for 
assessment and microchip scan. The vast majority of feral and stray cats trapped are 
suffering from disease and are euthanized at the cost of the resident. 

5. On the 4th of March 2019 Council endorsed that the Draft Cat By-law go to public 
consultation.  The consultation period started on the 1th of March and finished on 
the 30th of April 2019. 
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Discussion: 
6. The Cat Management Working Group (CMWG) was formed to investigate current cat 

management issues and to discuss the merits of adopting a Cat By-law.  The CMWG 
met in April, June, July and August during 2018 and provided a recommendation to 
Council on the 3rd of September 2018 mentioning that a Cat By-law is needed to 
address cat management issues. 

7. Draft Cat By-law 
The draft Cat By-law has provisions (detailed below) that address a number of cat 
management issues, these issues only relate to domestic cats and stray cats.  Feral 
cat control is not addressed in the Cat By-law. 

8. Limit on cat numbers (Clause 7) -  Limiting cat numbers to two cats at any premises 
aligns with dog number limits contained within Council’s Dogs By-law.  By way of 
comparison a number of Councils also have a limit of two cats per property such as: 
the City of Victor Harbor,  Adelaide Hills Council and the City of Mitcham. 

9. Limiting cat numbers will address a number of key cat management issues namely 
cat hoarding and the feeding of stray cats.  Council’s Health and Public Safety team 
have been involved in a number of issues where residents have  been found to have 
excessive numbers of cats either inside their house or they are encouraging a stray 
colony of cats in the area by providing food for these cats.

10. Cats not to be a nuisance (Clause 8) - A cat will be deemed to cause a nuisance if it:
i. unreasonably interferes with the peace, comfort or convenience of a person, 

including but not limited to a cat(s) displaying aggressive nature or creating 
unpleasant noise or odour; or 

ii. damages or otherwise has an adverse impact upon native flora or fauna; or 
iii. acts in a manner that is injurious to a person’s real or personal property; or 
iv. wanders onto land without the consent of the owner or occupier of the land. 

v. defecates or urinates on land without the consent of the owner or occupier of 
the land; 

11. By addressing nuisance behaviour through this By-law Council will have the ability 
to address a number of cat management issues that impact our residents and 
native wildlife.  These include: cats killing native wildlife, cats entering another 
property and defecating in that yard. 

12. Cat Curfew (Clause 9) - A curfew will address nuisance behaviour from cats within 
the curfew times (8pm to 8am) and will also be a step toward decreasing the 
impacts that cats have on native wildlife. 

13. Registration (Clause 10) - There are many benefits in introducing cat registration, 
they are: 

 Establishes the ownership of a cat and will allow Council to monitor and 
enforce cat management issues such as the limit on cat numbers per 
household. 

 Assists in reuniting lost cats with their owners. 
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 Provides a source of revenue that can be used to resource cat 
management activities. 

14. It is planned to have 12 months grace for the payment of any cat registration fee, 
this soft approach to cat registration is aimed at increasing people’s awareness of 
the introduction of the Cat By-law and their responsibilities as a cat owner. 

15. Assuming Council endorses the By-law  cat registration fees will need to be 
endorsed by Council, closer to the completion of the registration free grace period. 

16. Clause 11 of the Cat By-law - allows Council some flexibility in administering the 
requirements of the By-law.  This is particularly important during the first few years 
of the By-law, it would be unreasonable to expect people to suddenly comply with 
limits on cat numbers if they, for example have 5 cats prior to the introduction of 
the By-law. 

17. A flexible approach is currently in place for the dog numbers requirements for the 
Dogs By-law and there is a standard process for assessing whether there is merit in 
allowing an exemption in relation to this By-law requirement. 

18. Resourcing 
An additional staff resource will be needed to coordinate and undertake the 
extensive community awareness needed in order to educate the community about 
responsible cat ownership and to administer the Cat By-law once it is in place. 
Informal discussions with Adelaide Hills Council have revealed a willingness for a 
shared resource for cat management across both Councils.

19. The City of Mitcham have a 0.6 FTE staff resource allocated to cat management and 
this role has been well received both by the community and Elected Members.  For 
the 2017-18 financial year the City of Mitcham cat management budget received a 
$16,000 surplus, this is in part due to the high fees set for cat registration which was 
$85 for a non-standard cat (not de-sexed or microchipped). 

20. Submissions 

Cat management is an emotive issue and there are strong views from people that 
don’t want Council to play a role in cat management and those that want Council 
to undertake cat management activities to address the impacts that cats have on 
the environment and to address nuisance behaviour of cats.

21. As expected a  high number of submissions were provided during the consultation 
period with 526 people providing a submission.  Overall there was strong support 
for the four main components of the Cat By-law: 

 76% support for cat registration 
 68% support for a limit to two cats each household 
 71% support a curfew for domestic cats 
 73% support for Council to address nuisance behaviour of cats 

22. There was a clear difference in submissions from those that are cat owners and 
those that do not own cats: 

 61% of cat owners support cat registration 
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 95% of non-cat owners support cat registration 

 48% of cat owners support a two cat limit per household 
 92% of non-cat owners support a two cat limit per household 

 57% of cat owners support a cat curfew 
 88% of non-cat owners support a cat curfew 

 58% of cat owners support Council addressing nuisance cat behaviour 
 93% of non-cat owners support Council addressing nuisance cat behaviour 

23. If Council approves the By-law the next steps involve: 
- gazetting the By-Law; 
- Referring the By-law to the Legislative Review Committee.  The Committee has 4 

months to review the By-law; 
- A notice of the making of the By-law will be published in the Courier and the 

Weekender Herald; and 
- The By-law will come into effect 4 months after the gazettal notice (assuming 

there is no objection from the Legislative Review Committee). 

Community  Engagement:  

Decision to be made Note the submissions and to endorse the Draft Cat By-law. 

Key factors to be 
considered in decision 
(dot points) 

By-laws are important to enforce a regulatory function. 

Area of community 
influence 

Aspects that are fixed: 
Legal responsibilities 

Key areas for community input: 
The community can make submissions on all sections of 
the Cat By-law. 

Method of consultation, 
informing community & 
cost 

Copies of the survey were made available at local vets and 
the Civic Centre. 

Radio adverts were played on both Power FM and 5MU. 

An online survey was available on Council’s website for the 
duration of the consultation period. 

Feedback to 
stakeholders/Council 

Media release in local newspapers and information will be 
made available on Council’s website and Facebook page. 

Timeframe for 
consultation 

Stakeholder consultation went from the 11th of March to 
the 31st of March 2019. 

Community consultation went from  the 2nd to the 30th of 
April 2019 
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Community input  526 responses were received during the consultation 
period.  Overall there was strong support for the four main 
components of the Cat By-law: 

76% support for cat registration 

68% support for a two cat limit per household 

71% support for a curfew 

73% support for addressing nuisance behaviour. 

Recommendations Based on the overall support for the content of the By-law 
no changes were made as a result of the community 
consultation. 

Policy: 
There is no current policy regarding cat management.  A Cat By-law will demonstrate 
Council’s policy commitment to cat management. 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
The introduction of a Cat By-law is not included in the LTFP.  Cat management activities 
will be initially absorbed by the Public Safety team but a separate budget and resource 
will be initiated once cat registration is introduced. 

Budget: 
At this point in time there is no budget allocated to cat management.  If the Cat By-law 
is endorsed by Council a separate budget line dedicated to cat control will be created so 
as to provide a clear separation between dog and cat related expenditure and revenue. 
The costs for creating the By-law and the public consultation costs is estimated to be 
$3,000, and this has come from existing budget. 

Statutory/Legal: 
The revised Dog and Cat Management Act has been introduced in stages during 2017 and 
2018 and has more emphasis on cat management. 
Section 90 of the Dog and Cat Management Act 1995 allows Councils to establish a By-
law for the control of dogs and cats in its area.  

Staff Resource Requirements: 
Once the Cat By-law has been endorsed the focus will be on community education in 
regard to responsible cat ownership and the requirements of the Cat By-law.  As a result 
of community awareness around cats and the creation of the By-law there will be an 
increase in cat related concerns raised by residents, initially this will be absorbed by 
existing resources. 
A shared resource with a neighbouring Council for a Cat Management Officer will be 
explored for 2020-21 financial year and beyond. 

Environmental:  
The impact that cats have on native wildlife is well documented. 
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The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
(Federal Government) in 2011 mentioned that feral cats are identified as a threat to 35 
species of birds, 36 species of mammals, 7 species of reptiles and 3 species of amphibians 
in Australia. 

A 2017 report from the University of Queensland claims that feral cats alone are 
attributed to the extinction of 20 species of Australian Mammals. 
A Cat By-law will address environmental issues associated with roaming domestic cats 
and it will reduce the impact that feral cats and community cats have on the 
environment. 

Feral cats can carry infectious diseases such as toxoplasmosis and sarcosporidiosis, 
which can be transmitted to native animals, domestic livestock and in some cases 
humans. If rabies were to be accidentally introduced into Australia, there is a high risk 
that feral cats would act as carriers of the disease. 

Social: 
Cats are much loved pets for many community members and addressing cat 
management will enhance responsible pet ownership. 

Risk Assessment: 
Council having a Cat By-law will address a number of risks and issues as mentioned in the 
body of the report. 

Asset Management: 
N/A 

Conclusion: 
Submissions received during the consultation period numbered 526, there was 
opposition from some regarding the implementation of the Cat By-law but there was 
overall support for the By-law and for Council playing a role in cat management. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting Date 5 February 2018 HPRM Reference DOC/17/127593 
Title Cat Management Working Group – Elected Member Representatives 
Purpose To select two Elected Members to participate in the Cat Management Working 

Group. 

Meeting Date 3 September 2018 HPRM Reference DOC/18/82698 
Title Cat Management Working Group Recommendations 
Purpose To provide Council with the recommendations of the Cat Management Working 

Group (CMWG) in particular the development of a cat By-law.  

Meeting Date 4 March 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/13387 
Title Draft Cat By-law 
Purpose To seek endorsement for the draft Cat By-law to go  to public consultation. 
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1 

CATS BY-LAW 2019 

By-law No. 6 of 2019 

A By-law to limit the number of cats kept on premises and for the management and control of 
cats in the Council  area. 
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PART 1  PRELIMINARY 

1. Title

This By-law may be cited as the Cats By-law 2019 and is By-law No. 6 of the Mount
Barker District Council.
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2. Authorising law

This By-law is made under section 90 of the Dog and Cat Management Act 1995 and
section 246 of the Act.

3. Purpose

The objectives of this By-law are to control and manage cats in the Council area:

3.1. to promote responsible cat ownership;

3.2. to reduce the incidence of public and environmental nuisance caused by cats;

3.3. to protect the comfort and safety of members of the public; and

3.4. for the good rule and government of the Council area.

4. Expiry

This By-law will expire on 1 January 2025.3

5. Application

5.1. This By-law By-law 
2017.  

5.2. This By-law applies throughout the Council

6. Interpretation

In this By-law, unless the contrary intention appears;

6.1. Act means the Local Government Act 1999

6.2. approved cattery means a building, structure, premises or area approved by
the relevant authority pursuant to the Development Act 1993 for the keeping of 
cats on a temporary or permanent basis or, for use in connection with a 
business involving the keeping of cats, that is operating in the accordance with 
all approvals; 

6.3. cat (except for in clauses 8 and 9) means an animal of the species felis catus 
which is three months of age or has lost its juvenile canine teeth; 

6.4. Council means the Mount Barker District Council; 

6.5. effective control by means of physical restraint means 

6.5.1 a person is exercising effective control of a cat by means of a chain, 
cord or leash that does not exceed 2 metres in length restraining the 
cat; or 

6.5.2 a person has effectively secured the cat by placing it in a cage, vehicle 
or other object or structure. 

6.6. keep includes the provision of food or shelter; 

6.7. for the purposes of clause 8, a cat (or cats) causes a nuisance if it: 
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6.7.1 unreasonably interferes with the peace, comfort or convenience of a 
person, including but not limited to a cat(s) displaying aggressive 
nature or creating unpleasant noise or odour; or 

6.7.2 damages or otherwise has an adverse impact upon native flora or 
fauna; or 

6.7.3 acts in a manner that is
property; or 

6.7.4 wanders onto land without the consent of the owner or occupier of the 
land. 

1.1.1 defecates or urinates on land without the consent of the owner or 
occupier of the land; 

6.8. owner of a cat has the same meaning as in section 5 of the Dog and Cat 
Management Act 1995;

6.9. premises includes any land, (whether used or occupied for domestic or non-
domestic purposes), and any part thereof; and 

6.10. the person responsible for the control of a cat has the same meaning as in 
section 6 of the Dog and Cat Management Act 1995. 

Note-

Section 14 of the Acts Interpretation Act 1915 provides that an expression used in this By-law has, 
unless the contrary intention appears, the same meaning as in the Acts under which the By-law is made. 

PART 2 LIMITS ON CAT NUMBERS 

7. Limits on cat numbers

7.1. Subject to this clause 7, a person must not, without the Council's permission
keep, or cause suffer or permit to be kept more than two (2) cats on any
premises 

7.2. Subclause 7.1 does not apply to: 

7.2.1  premises comprising an approved cattery; or 

7.2.2 a person who is keeping more than two cats on premises that the 
person occupies at the time this By-law comes into effect provided 
that: 

7.2.2.1 details as required by the Council of the cats that are kept on 
the premises at that time are provided to the Council within 
three (3) months of the commencement of this By-law; 

7.2.2.2 all the cats being kept on the premises are desexed; 

7.2.2.3 no insanitary condition is being caused (or, in the opinion of 
authorised person, is likely to be caused) by the cats or the 
keeping of the cats on the premises; and  
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7.2.2.4 no nuisance is being caused (or, in the opinion of authorised 
person, is likely to be caused) by the cats or by the keeping 
of the cats on the premises; and 

7.2.2.5 no additional cats are acquired or kept on the premises over 
and above those cats notified to the Council in accordance 
with subclause 7.2.2.1 after the By-law commences 
operation. 

7.3. Council may require that the premises which are the subject of an application 
for permission to keep additional cats, must be inspected by an authorised 
person for the purpose of assessing the suitability of the premises for housing 
cats. 

7.4. Permission under subclause 7.3 may be given if the Council is satisfied that: 

7.4.1 no insanitary condition exists or is likely to arise on the premises as a 
result of the keeping of cats; and 

7.4.2 a nuisance is not or is not likely to be caused to any neighbour as a 
result of the keeping of cats on the premises. 

PART 3 CAT CONTROLS 

8. Cats not to be a nuisance

8.1. An occupier of premises is guilty of an offence if a cat (or cats) kept or allowed
to remain on the premises causes a nuisance 

8.2. Without limiting liability under clause 8.1, the owner of or person responsible for 
the control of a cat is guilty of an offence under this By-law if the cat causes a 
nuisance.  

8.3. For the purpose of this clause 8, cat means an animal of the species felis catus
(of any age). 

9. Effective confinement of cats

9.1. As and from a date determined by resolution of the Council (if any), the owner
or person responsible for the control of a cat must take steps to ensure that the 
cat is confined at all times to the premises occupied by that person between the 
hours of 8pm and 8am daily unless the cat is under effective control by means
of physical restraint 

9.2. For the purposes of this subclause 9, cat means an animal of the species felis
catus (of any age). 

10. Registration of cats

10.1. Where the Council has resolved to adopt a registration scheme for cats, a
person must not keep a cat 
the cat is registered in accordance with this By-law. 

10.2. An application for registration of a cat must:  
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10.2.1 be made to the Council in the manner and form prescribed by Council 
(if any); and 

10.2.2 be accompanied by the fee (if any) prescribed by the Council; and 

10.2.3 nominate a person of or over sixteen (16) years of age who consents 
to the cat being registered in his or her name; and 

10.2.4 identify with reference to an address the premises at which the cat is 
kept; and 

10.2.5 otherwise comply with any other requirements determined by the 
Council. 

10.3. Registration under this By-law remains in force until 30 June next following the 
grant of registration and may be renewed from time to time for further periods 
of up to twelve (12) months.  

10.4. Subclause 10.1 does not apply to premises comprising an approved cattery 

10.5. The Council may, by resolution, revoke a resolution to adopt a registration 
scheme under subclause 10.1 should it see fit to do so. 

PART 3  EXEMPTIONS 

11. Council may grant exemptions

11.1. The Council may, by notice in writing, on application or on its own initiative,
exempt a person (or a class of persons) from the operation of a specified 
provision of this By-law.  

11.2. An exemption

11.2.1 may be granted or refused at the discretion of the Council; and 

11.2.2 may operate indefinitely or for a period specified in the instrument of 
exemption; and 

11.2.3 is subject to any conditions specified in the instrument of exemption. 

11.3. The Council may, by notice in writing, vary, revoke or add a condition of an 
exemption. 

11.4. The Council may, in its discretion, revoke an exemption for a contravention of 
a condition of the exemption, or for any other reason it thinks fit. 

PART 4  ENFORCEMENT 

12. Orders

12.1. If a person engages in conduct that is a contravention of this By-law, an
authorised person may order that person: 

12.1.1 if the conduct is still continuing  to stop the conduct; and 
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12.1.2 whether or not the conduct is still continuing  to take specified action 
to remedy the contravention. 

12.2. A person must comply with an order under this clause. 

12.3. If a person does not comply with an order, the authorised person may take 
action reasonably required to have the order carried out, and the Council may 
seek to recover its costs of any action so taken from the person to whom the 
order was directed. 

12.4. However, an authorised person may not use force against a person under this 
section. 

Note- 
For example, an authorised person may order a person to: 

take the necessary steps to mitigate a nuisance caused by cats. 

This By-law was duly made and passed at a meeting of the Mount Barker District Council held
on the [INSERT DATE] 2019 by an absolute majority of the members for the time being 
constituting the Council, there being at least two thirds of the members present. 

ANDREW STUART 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Long over due.
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE Would be the best thing the council has done. Mandatory confinement is fantastic. 

Completely support it.
FALSE TRUE Fantastic idea. TRUE

FALSE TRUE Cats need to be confined 24/7 for our wildlife cat owners are lazy and selfish! TRUE Compulsory confinement and fines if cat is out TRUE Curfew needs to be 24/7 must be indoors our wildlife is dying! TRUE Minimum $500 dollar fine! They need to go further our wildlife can’t survive cats they must be confined inside 24/7 they must be registered and de-sexed, and heavy fines for those who disobey!

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE not just a curfew, they should be  contained all the time for the 
safety of wildlife and annoyance to everyone else

TRUE yes, containing them in a catio or indoors at all time will solve the problem

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE

TRUE FALSE Registra on per se does not achieve anything.
Legisla on is only complied with by those who would have done the right thing anyway.
Legisla on des not target problem cat owners but drives them 'underground'
Educa on and media on has constantly proved to be far more effec ve.
 Legisla on Effec veness and Compliance 
Brief summary of findings from recent independent surveys on mandatory cat 
legisla on:
 oNSW     -   22% compliance rate; councils report that legisla on is ineffec ve at best 

and often creates and exacerbates existing low level problems.  Community education 
is far more effec ve.
 oVictoria – surveys reveal that state legisla on has achieved nothing.  Councils report 

that they are unable to afford staff to monitor and police and that average compliance 
is around 22%; mediation is the most effective because it leads to cat desexing [which is 
usually the cause of the perceived problem.
 oQueensland – revoked all cat related legisla on a er four years sta ng that it was 

impossible to enforce or ‘police’; regarding the legislation as expensive and totally 
ineffec ve
 oAll surveys including South Australia reveal that educa on and media on are far 

more effective because they target the problem; are acceptable to the community and 
result in high level good outcomes Source: Australian state surveys, Burton and 
Associates 2007

FALSE Compulsory two cat limit per household – disastrous negative outcomes wherever this has 
been tried:
 oVictoria – a er more than 27 years with state legisla on in place - the two cat limit per 

household, set up to control cat population has had the opposite effect: a serious negative 
outcome. Councils report that as a direct result of this legislation cat owners have feared 
to get all their cats desexed. The result is an uncontrolled “cat population explosion” 
which gets worse every year

 oCouncils in New South Wales and South Australia which have tried two cat limit state or

local laws report that they do not work.  Compliance is poor and impossible to police

 oWe note that Council has provided for exemp on on applica on.  Cat owners with large 

properties do not have a problem and owners of animals that feed on seeds [horses, 
birds] need a certain number of cats to effectively control rodents and consequent snakes 
which predate on the rodents
o       Is it logical to limit householders to 2 cats per household when they could also have 2 
dogs, 2 rabbits, ponies, guinea pigs etc etc - surely fairer to say the maximum or total 
number of animals per property.
o      Restricting the number of cats owned per household will increase the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens [as experienced in Victoria under their mandatory state cat 
legislation].  What is needed is multiple cat households run by well informed caring and 
capable cat owners who will get the cats desexed and that will reduce the numbers of 
unwanted felines.

TRUE But with some caveats:
Night Curfew
 oProtects cats from injury, especially cars and exposure to

inclement weather
 oNo nega ve impact on the health of the cat
 oAffordable for all cat owners
 oDifficult to contain undesexed cats which will strive to get out.  
 oWould need exemp ons for people on shi  work and elderly or 

infirm people who may experience difficulty in getting their cats in 
at night
 oNew South Wales councils state that community educa on has 

been very successful in educating owners to keep in their cats at 
night
 oWidely accepted by most cat owners

FALSE Legisla on will not achieve Council's goals

All the nuisance behaviour can be solved by desexing the relevant cat.  The smells, aggression, damage to property wandering onto 
neighbour's property are 96% likely to be the result of sexual behaviour - get the cat desexed and these behaviours stop - the animal 
becomes much quieter, stay at home and no longer sprays walls, doors etc.
Councils report that community education and mediation have a far higher success rate in getting the cat owners to get the cat/s 
desexed [New South Wales and Victoria surveys, Burton 2007]
CATS Incorporated have 30 years' successful experience in working with cat owners to educate and get the cat/s desexed.
Council needs to inform all residents of the heavily subsidised cat desexing operations with local high quality vets that can make cat 
desexing affordable for  residents on low fixed incomes.

Our organisa on represents members who are resident in Mount Barker city.
We appreciated the goals of Council but all evidence shows that such a bylaw will result in increased nega ve outcomes.
Desexing of cats is the sole mechanism to achieve Council's stated goals
Surveys show that media on and community educa on targets problems and gets them sorted out; mandatory legisla on drives problems underground and they get worse.

What does work
oEnsuring that all cats are desexed – educated and inform residents of the support available from CATS Inc
 oMass sterilising or desexing is the only way to limit cat numbers; it increases responsible cat ownership and drama cally reduces the number of cats that are abandoned and 

killed in the shelters. 
 oSta s cs show that the 100,000+ cat desexings arranged by CATS Inc has drama cally reduced the number of cats killed in the shelters
 oCat Supporters Group of SA do not support any form of cat breeding as the shelters show many pedigree cats as well as moggies have been abandoned or mistreated and 

will be among the 76% of cats that are killed in the shelters. oMonash University report shows that an uncontrolled colony of more than 100 undesexed cats was reduced to 
around 20+ in a period of 5 years when it was observed that the wildlife populations were then held in balance and there was no recorded complaints by local residents who 
previously had been nega vely impacted.
All councils surveyed in NSW, Vic and SA stated that legislation was costly and ineffective and that they struggled to overcome the many serious unintended negative outcomes 
of their respective compulsory legislation.
All councils spoke of the inverse correlation between cat desexing and cat problems.  Councils using community education, mediation and low cost desexing programmes 
reported the best outcomes because they resulted in cat desexings which removed the cause of 98% of all recorded cat related problems.

The key to all legislation is compliance, effectiveness and cost.  The independent surveys quoted prove conclusively that compulsory legislation does not result in good 
outcomes and has been an expensive failure for Victoria, New South Wales and for those SA Councils using cat management bylaws.  
 SA Councils using Cats Assistance To Sterilise Inc [CATS Inc] report extremely low cat related problems.  The greatly reduced number of cat related problems in South Australia 
proves the effec veness of both the current permissory legisla on and the long-term work of desexing and cat management specialists Cats Inc.

Sources: 
•South Australia Regulatory Impact Assessment Regarding Possible Cat Management legisla on Tim Harding and Associates 2007

FALSE TRUE Make it happen or stop compulsory dog rego. TRUE 1 would be better, 2 if they are desexed TRUE Keep them either inside or in a run. I can’t let my dog go jumping  
into every property, can I. And piss everywhere.

TRUE To little to late for a lot of Wildlife. Just get it done. It’s not the gun lobby. What’s there to be afraid of, just do it.

TRUE FALSE It seems the absolute best method of controlling unwanted kittens and reducing the 
appalling amount of euthanased cats AND dogs would be to assist with desexing and 
animal care education  It would be an interesting study to check the amount of funds 
councils collect from dog registration and the charges for people to collect from pounds 
against the number of successful reuni ng of owners with their dogs.
Also how will reducing the number of cats at a property if they are not desexed reduce 
the number of kittens?

TRUE I don't see how reducing the number of cats to 2 at a property will reduce the number of 
kittens if the cats are not desexed, 2 cats in a very short time can multiply to hundreds of 
unwanted kittens.

FALSE I think assistance with pet care education and assistance with desexing of cats and dogs would be far more helpful.

TRUE FALSE We all have our cats and dogs microchipped so therefore cats can be reunited with 
owners already it’s just revenue raising and will make it expensive for the elderly to 
have pets. Also trying to satisfy the vocal minority.

FALSE Limiting cats is not going to reduce unwanted kittens desexing them is!!! TRUE No problem with curfew just your reasoning about the cat issues. FALSE Not unless proven, there are some horrible people out there who lie, and cause stress for their own agenda.

FALSE TRUE If dogs have to be registered to be at your property so should cats TRUE TRUE TRUE We have current neighbours 2 x cats killing birds, wandering into our land all the time and destroying our personal property Cats should aloud to be humanely caught if found on your property and handed to council with fines to pay on return to owners

FALSE TRUE Am just curious how you will implement this as unfortunately the problem with the cat 
by law won't be with majority of the owners that love their cats as most of them will 
already have them desexed & chipped. The problem with registration will be the 
people who don't take the cats/dogs/animals to the vet, who don't care about the laws 
and who are regularly on facebook selling backyard bred kittens (+ dogs/rabbits etc) to 
make money. I wish I had the answer for how to combat that issue but I don't. Majority 
of pet owners care about their pets whether it be a cat  or dog and would be happy to 
do what needed to be done to keep their animals happy and safe, as long as the 
registration fees aren't too huge and that residents could see how the council use the 
said registration fees, e.g the fees paid go to animal related companies expenses in the 
community.. Even if it was more dog parks despite it being a different type of animal. 
Maybe the council could even charge a smaller fee for someone with a "suitable" 
enclosure?

TRUE I believe 2-3 desexed cats tops is OK, especially for those home owners who already have 
3 cats at the time of this law being implemented. I would hate for people who already 
have 3 cats now to be told in 3 years time (after the exemption) that they must get rid of a 
cat, that would be absolutely horrible and I hope the council wouldn't do that.

TRUE TRUE As long as you don't put it down. Very happy for the council to shut down backyard breeders of kittens, dogs and rabbits etc not to mention animal sellers in all t Barker who do not look after the animals they 
are selling to people in a less that desirabl e condition. When someone can by a desexed, microchipped & vaccinated rabbit or cat from RSPCA for under $30, there is NO need 
for someone to buy F om a backyard breeder selling these pets undesexed, unchipped & unvaccinated for $70+. Wish council did more about this on a whole, not just cats.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE Cats wander more than dogs so it makes sense they are registered TRUE Definitely TRUE To protect our native wildlife. Cats do most of their roaming & 

hunting at night making native nocturnal animals very vulnerable 
to attacks. I for one am sick of finding the remains of possums in 
my yard that has fallen victim to my neighbours roaming cat

TRUE Definitely I have had my neighbours cat come in and defecate on my deck beside my pool Please bring these in and enforce them

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE But would prefer it to be at all times... cats will still come into my 
yard and upset my dogs which I then get in trouble for having 
barking dogs

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE FALSE Indoor cats only could be as many as people Wanted. Nobody else’s business FALSE TRUE Very hard to enforce though
TRUE FALSE When cats are micro-chipped, all the necessary details are recorded, and council 

officers already have access to this information. It is an unnecessary expense for the 
council to duplicate this process.

FALSE There has been no justification given for the assertion that putting an arbitrary limit on the 
number of cats that a household can retain will have any effect on the number of kittens 
needing rehoming, especially if it is required that the cats be desexed. In fact, it requires 
that any stray kittens found WILL need to be rehomed, regardless of the landowners 
ability and willingness to adopt them.

FALSE While it may be beneficial for some cats to be locked up all day, 
there are many cats who do not have the temperament to handle 
it, as recognised by the suggestion that the curfew should not 
extend to 24 hours. However, with many people to working in 
Adelaide, they may not be able to let the animals out if they have 
to leave home before 8am and/or they may not be able to lock 
them up again if they don't get home ll a er 8pm.
A much more sensible curfew would be between midnight and 
6am - in practice, people will probably still lock them up at times 
similar to those suggested, but the reduced curfew will be much 
easier to enforce.

TRUE Cats are a vital part of rural living. They keep the mice numbers down, which in turn reduces the risk of snakes. If they are well fed, their effect on native wildlife is minimal. 
Tales of feral cats decimating wildlife have no relationship to the habits of fat & lazy domesticated cats.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I would like to see cats contained at all times like dogs are. I’m sick 
of having cats come into my garden defecating in my veggie patch 
where I then garden into!!! Also they kill my native birds!! That’s 
just not fair!

TRUE Cats should not be allowed to roam at any time is my view.

TRUE FALSE It isn't necessary there are already enough costs to living why add another. Having 
animals already has enough costs with indoor cats.

FALSE FALSE Some people have outdoor cats to prevent mice and other 
rodents on their property.

FALSE This is just ridiculous!!

TRUE TRUE FALSE I think people should be allowed more than 2 cats if they have been desexed and they can 
provide proof. There are so many in rescues and that need rehoming and if someone can 
provide adequately for more than two cats I don't see an issue.

FALSE I think cats should be confined to houses and/or cat runs. They will 
still be able to catch wildlife especially birds during the day if 
allowed out. Cats are still at risk of injury fights and getting lost 
during the day.

TRUE If they are confined then this won't be a problem other than possibly noise and odour issues.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE Not sure how this can ever be enforced.... Compulsory de-sexing  & microchipping should be included also.
FALSE TRUE I think registration is a fabulous idea. Help return cats to owners and identify cats 

without owners.
TRUE TRUE Brilliant idea! TRUE I think it's time for cats to managed the same as dogs. Registration, micro chipping and de-sexing if not a breeder.

TRUE FALSE Microchip yes but not registra on.
Don't see the point in both.

TRUE However I do have 3 as I have adopted my sons cat. Its not like I can get rid of one now. So 
needs a from this date onwards.

TRUE However good luck policing that.
I keep my cats in at night always 
They come in at 4:30pm usually and stay in til about 8am. So good 
idea. Not sure how you will inforce it. Victoria tried didn't work.

TRUE Ones again good luck with that cats aren't dogs it's a bit hard to educate a cat where to do its business. Best of luck most people I would like to think do the right thing but sadly thats not true. You will be very busy trying to inforce these be prepared to employ people purely for 
the job.

TRUE TRUE FALSE As long as the cats are indoors and are well cared for, you should be able to have more 
than 2 cats. We have had three indoor cats for years and built cat runs and outdoor 
enclosures for them. Responsible people shouldn’t be punished because of irresponsible 
people.

TRUE TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE Should not be applied to rural property. TRUE Should not apply for rural landscape owners TRUE Should not apply to rural. Rural properties should have an exemption process as cats do a good job of controlling rodents and other pests around hay sheds, chicken farms etc. The law looks good for 

residential use however it doesn't seem to fit a rural property environment.
TRUE FALSE I am only in agreement for the registration if it is included with desexing which I am 

supportive of.
FALSE I live on 9 acres so I have 4 cats but they are great to keep the mice and rats under control. 

I do agree that there should only be a limit of 2 in a built up area though and that they 
must be desexed.

FALSE don't agree FALSE Cats are natural wanderers and I think that it will only encourage people ( vigilantes) to start taking matters into their own hands

TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE How is the cat meant to get permission/consent?
TRUE FALSE This would just be revenue raising! My cats are already microchipped and therefore 

registration would not be an advantage!
FALSE I have recently taken in a stray cat (already own 2) but if this limit was in place I would not 

have been able to do so and the cat would have been destroyed! As long as they are 
desexed and cared for properly more than 2 should be allowed

FALSE Sometimes it is not possible to get a cat back inside by a set time! 
It should be a guideline but not a rule!

FALSE This is ridiculous! So if my cat steps foot on my neighbor's property it could be deemed a nuisance and trapped?!?

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE In principle it is a step forward to have at  least some regulation on 
cat movements. However - how will this be `policed` in practice?? 
Making confinement part-time will make it even harder to 
enforce. 
Cats need to be confined to their home property 24 hours a day. 
They are a nuisance, wandering onto and defecating, urinating on 
other people's gardens during the day as well as at night.

TRUE It would be good to have an indica on as to how this will happen in prac ce. 
The vast majority of cat owners seem to think it is absolutely fine for their cats to wander onto other people's land `that's what cats 
do!` being the usual comment. 
Even `good` neighbours mostly feel no need to keep their cats confined to their own properties.

FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE Cats like dogs should be confined to the owners premises all the 
time, not just overnight.   Local cats here are a nuisance during 
daylight  as well.   If a limited curfew is imposed it should be 
sunrise to sunset when native wildlife is less active.

TRUE

TRUE FALSE It will only effect honest people. Strays will still be there irresponsible owners will still 
be irresponsible people will still be trying to "rehome" unwanted kittens for profit 
check out hannah jewell on echunga community chat charging $150 for stray kittens. 
Shes does not hold a breeders licence.

TRUE FALSE I do support curfew but giving times makes it difficult why not 
dusk till dawn? My cat is in at night but out during the day 
however we leave before 6am for work.

FALSE People should talk to the owner of the cat before running to council. What happened to neighbourly behaviour? Native animals need protecting i like night curfews i like desexing however i think we need less subdivisions too because they are hurting our native animals way more than 
cats.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE Yes support but not sure how this will be policed considering the farms and large areas re 

feral cats.
TRUE Again policing of this is going to be difficult TRUE Still hard o police on cats currently hard to get assistance in relation to nuisance cats hopefully with these changes this will also 

improve
I am not a cat person and feel they should be controlled in similar ways to what we have to go through with dogs 
Cat owners unless special breeds or show animals have far too much free rein and their owners don't seem to care. At present as mentioned before there is little to no 
assistance from council regarding feral cats or nuisance pet cats so hope this will change that. 
As a dog owner we pay multiple places fees and have strict guidelines yet cats don't so yes bring in these but police it thoroughly as well.

FALSE TRUE This allows cats to be returned to owners, and also addresses some of the welfare 
issues of "wild" or stray cats roaming. Owners should be legally responsible for the 
welfare of their cats and their impact on the environment. All cats  should be 
identifiable,traceable and their owners accountable.

TRUE Two seems fair - anymore seems excessive or obsessive. TRUE While this initiative will assist nocturnal native animals to be free 
from cat predators it will not assist non-car loving residents to 
resist unwanted intrusions onto their property. Cats should be 
confined to the property of their owner.

TRUE The ownership of dogs, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, alpacas, etc does not allow for these animals to roam free during the day or 
night. Cats are natural-born killers, and should be humanely contained on their owner's property.

It does not go far enough. The Social Licence to Operate is biased by sentimental perceptions and uniformed comments on social media, but the predatory nature of cats and 
their propensity to mark out their territory makes them unwanted neighbours.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE Cats need to be identifiable for return to owners when lost and approach of owners 

when they are a nuisance.
TRUE TRUE However I would prefer a law that they must be permanently 

contained as dogs must. I’m not sure why anyone thinks that they 
should have the liberty they do, I lost two possums in two days to 
someone’s cat, it just clawed them out of a tree. They are so 
detrimental to wildlife, other domestic animals, peace in the 
neighbourhood (fighting) danger to drivers whom I’ve seen 
swerve to avoid them

TRUE Please make them have to be permanently contained.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cats should be confined in the home or a cat enclosure at all times 
to eliminate killing of native birds

TRUE Particularly agree with the last 2 above points

TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE Keeping cats should be no different to keeping dogs. TRUE I think it will help to reduce cat numbers, if it's brought in gradually for those that already 

have more than two cats.
TRUE I already have my cats confined to our yard and they are brought 

inside by dusk. I am sick of other cats fighting in our yard at night 
and urinating on our doors. They also agitate our cats causing 
them to also disrupt the household at night.

TRUE I think all the proposed measures are good ones. I try to be a responsible cat owner and get frustrated when I have to put up with neighboring cats coming onto my property 
and causing trouble with my own pets and making a mess.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE wanders onto land without the consent of the owner or occupier of the land should not be included
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE Hopefully will make owners more responsible & accountable for their ownership of a 

cat.
TRUE That is a realistic number for anyone to own & look after. TRUE Will help safeguard wildlife ,stop nuisance cat fights & howling at 

night,  Also less likely to defecate & spray in neighbours yards if 
prevented from accessing them at night when no one is around.

TRUE We have experiened neighbourhood cats.......soiling our childrens sandpits & play areas, killing our hens & chickens, attacking  
aviaries & bird cages ,traumatizing small caged pets (guinea pigs /rabbits)  ,fighting in our front & backyards at all hrs of the night , 
tom cats spraying our front door , car windscreens & other items    , leaving outdoor furniture covered in hair  & endless birds killed 
& their nests destroyed . We have had cats ourselves over the years & understand their appeal, but some cat owners seem to view 
them as an independant pets , free to come & go without any restrictions  & hence no owner responsibilities.

Long overdue & essential for the preservation of  fauna , & good neighbourhood relationships .  If all other pets need to be contained in their owners yards  ,why are cats 
allowed to cause damage , nuisance & harm without any accountability from their owners.
Well done  mt barker council.

TRUE TRUE I don't think it's wise to make cats wear collars though. I would like to see a method of 
registration linked to the microchip that means the cats don't have to wear collars and 
tags.

FALSE Indoor cats that are desexed and cause no problems should not be restricted in number. 
This limit will make it harder to find homes for rescue cats.

TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE It is better than nothing, though I would prefer a law requiring 

indoor cats only. My neigbour and his family leave for work just 
after 8am. Soon after, his two cats wander over to our property. 
They enjoy pooping in our garden beds and kids sand pit, peeing 
on our cars and taunting the birds and blue tongue lizards that call 
our garden home.

TRUE As above. Wandering cats are a nuisance. They also upset the neighborhood dogs, causing them to bark excessively. Please change something! The cats in Echunga have become a real issue and will only get worse with recent subdivision and population increases.

TRUE FALSE We already microchip! How much more costs are you going to push on compliant cat 
owners? We have 5 indoor cats that are NEVER outside. So you want to punish our 
house for doing the right thing?

FALSE Again, we have 5 indoor cats that are not a nuisance to anyone nor do they do any damage 
to the environment.  Again, punishing compliant cat owners.

TRUE Absolutely. This is the most constructive by law.  It punishes non 
compliant cat owners.  Just don’t punish the cats and ensure there 
is a good plan to enable cats to be returned to owners.

TRUE Again, make sure it’s the owners that are punished and not the cats. There needs to be a good system for identifying trapped cats and have their pictures on the council website. I’m sure the goal isn’t to kill a whole bunch of cats because they 
can’t be reunited with families.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I am extremely concerned about the impact of cats, both feral and 
domestic, on local wildlife, including possums, birds and reptiles. I 
believe a curfew would reduce the number of nocturnal wildlife 
taken by cats

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cats should be confined by enclosures.
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE How will this be controlled and monitored.? Cats wandering on to land without consent of the owner isn't easy to control if your cat 

races out the door and it takes off and leaves your property. This can easily occur, and it can be difficult to return your pet after it 
escapes. Will there be penalties and fines if this is reported? I can foresee community members not being very reasonable about this 
bi law but there needs to be reasonable consideration for some circumstances.

TRUE TRUE TRUE So long as anyone who already has more than 2 cats is allowed to keep them TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE Yes, if it is free of charge. It does not benefit the key problems with free roaming cats 

though.
The impact on wildlife will not change whether a cat is registered or not.

FALSE This really depends on the individual circumstances of the owner in question. People can 
be responsible with many cats whereas some people can't even control one. Assess 
people and their circumstances, otherwise this rule doesn't make any difference.

TRUE Yes! Instead of talking about cats being a nuisance though, it 
should be addressed as a major threat to native wildlife. This is the 
only issue we should focus on.

TRUE Yes and no. Cat faeces carry many diseases which can result in a fatal infection in native wildlife. Again, I'd rather have you talking 
about the threats free roaming cats pose to native wildlife. When there's no wildlife left, we won't need cat laws anymore either.

Focus on the impact cats have on wildlife over the (very minor) problems they cause with humans. It does not make sense when you only think of cats being a "nuisance" in 
suburban areas, you need to come from a environmental perspective. Cats kill wildlife. They hunt it and they can even kill it with their faeces. Please spend some more time on 
research.

TRUE FALSE TRUE No need, however exemptions should apply for rescue, foster households TRUE TRUE I have indoor only cat yet forever putting up with cats in my yard disturbing my dog and hunting my small chicks, i know where each 
cat lives but can do nothing about it

FALSE TRUE Please do it. FALSE I would prefer one or none. TRUE Please do it. TRUE Please do it. Please introduce these laws for the sake of our wildlife alone.
Also would like to see serious penal es to cat owners who disregard them because most will as I find them incredibly naive about the damage their roaming cats are doing.
I would also like to see a public campaign showing the damage roaming cats do to make it politically incorrect to own a cat in Australia unless it is confined 24/7.

TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE We have had mul ple birds killed in the past couple of

Months due to neighbourhood cats entering our backyard. They have also damaged 
our cars by climbing on them at night.

TRUE TRUE I think cats should
Not be allowed out at anytime during the day and night

TRUE

TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE TRUE I do support the limit if cats are still allowed to roam during the day but if they were to be 

confined at all times then it doesn’t really matter how many cats a person has (except if it 
is to the detriment of the cats themselves).

TRUE Cats should be confined to owners’ properties at all times but at 
least this is a step forward. The neighbouring Council (AHC) is 
introducing 24/7 confinement to properties from 2022 and it 
would be good to be consistent. Cats don’t recognise council 
boundaries in my experience.

TRUE Absolutely! A great step forward MBDC (although not quite far enough in my opinion). Well done.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cat curfew needs to be 24/7 to be effective - curfews are a 
greenwash solution which are not enforceable and are widely 
ignored. A 24/7 curfew requires owners to take the measures 
necessary to confine their animals (not just 'inside at night'), and is 
easier and fairer to enforce.

Cat owners should be required to have the same responsibility for 
their pets as every other pet owner - and that includes 24/7 
confinement to their own premises.

TRUE Any cat outside its owner's yard is by definition a 'nuisance' cat. Nuisance cat provisions need to be supported by substantial fines. Councils tend not to police cat bylaws because they treat them the same as dog bylaws - using the dog catcher model does not work so well for cats. Instead the Council should 
purchase and make available a large number of traps for ratepayers to use, and rangers' jobs should be collecting trapped cats, dealing with them, and training ratepayers in 
the use of the traps.

The Council could also carry out its own trapping on nature reserves, some of which could be announced through the media to generate public understanding of the issue.

Managing nuisance cats (pets and strays) is not as hard as Councils think it is. The community is ready and willing to help with humane trapping of strays and nuisance pets.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE FALSE If cats are kept in enclosures and inside, there is no need to reunite them as they do 

not get lost. Superfluous legislation that will just cost more for no actual benefit or 
service.

FALSE Limiting the number of cats a household can take in will not stop kittens being born. It will 
just stop otherwise responsible pet owners from taking them in. Irresponsible pet owners 
will take them in regardless of legislation, or they will become feral cats, who cause even 
more issues. This is dumb and will lead to worse outcomes.

FALSE This cannot be enforced and is overly litigious - curfews do not 
allow for different owners to work different shifts or put in place 
their own routines. It is also overly punitive to fine a cat owner 
because they didn't locate their cat until 8:05pm, which would be 
possible under this proposal. I do support information campaigns 
and subsidies for cat enclosures so there are fewer cats on the 
streets, but a curfew is unnecessarily punitive and dumb and will 
just denigrate the relationship between cat owners and council.

FALSE Again, providing subsidies for cat enclosures would be a more effective measure than encouraging the community to become even 
more polarised on cat-related issues. Neighbours with cat-related issues should approach their neighbours directly and already have 
the power to trap a nuisance cat on their property and take it to the council. More unnecessary policy which would ultimately cause 
more damage. 

Just subsidise enclosures and more people will build them! They're not even that expensive to begin with!

An overly bureaucratic and punitive proposal for dealing with a complex problem. Cat owners need to be supported in building enclosures and educated on how to be 
responsible, not forced into ridiculous 'one-size-fits-all' measures like curfews and limited pet numbers (especially given the wide diversity in property and family sizes in your 
area).
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE FALSE The majority of animals in today's society are microchipped (why not mandatory 
microchipping?) - which allows for the safe reuniting of lost cats and their owners. The 
reasoning for this proposed law is therefore false. I question why additional reasons for 
this law are not offered. There appear to be a distinct lack of transparency and 
therefore loss of trust between cat owners and the council.

FALSE A blanket rule such as this ignores the many kind hearted and 'responsible cat owners' 
within the community who offer safe homes for unwanted cats that would otherwise be 
euthanised or live feral lives (I am not speaking of hoarding). Those that take in unwanted 
kittens and cats, desex them, microchip them and offer them a healthy and safe 
environment to live out there lives. It seems, that should be an endeavour that the council 
supports rather than discourages. 
Rather by limiting the number of cats allowed to be owned, there is likely to rather be an 
influx of feral cats within the community. 
If the council is truly interested in addressing the needs of these animals, there should not 
be limits but mandatory desexing, health checks and microchipping.

FALSE In theory this is a wonderful plan and most responsible cat owners 
already attempt to do this. However, anyone who has had cats 
knows that they do not simply come when called - like dogs. 
Despite the best efforts it is impossible to enforce a cat to come in 
during their most awake time. You simply cannot find them in the 
dark. You cannot change the manner and natural behaviour of a 
cat by passing a law.

FALSE While this is a nice idea, I would like details on how the council expects cat owners to enforce cats to stay on their own property 
when cats can scale a 12 foot fence. How likely is that going to be able to be enforced? If the council is going to demand that every 
property is fenced with cat proof fencing, I simply do not understand how people are expected to pay for that?? Especially in 
Adelaide Hills properties. Cat owners do not want their cats being a nuisance to their neighbours - when their beloved family pets are 
being threatened and poisoned everyday.

The proposed laws do not take into consideration and respect the very nature of cats - which is very distinctly different to dogs. All over the world zoos are realising the 
irresponsible nature of keeping animals in small cages. House cats may be smaller but their biological natures cannot be changed by passing a by law. Why is the council not 
working with cat owners to find real solutions that will work. This proposed by laws have a distinct feeling of attempting to outlaw cats altogether without officially doing it. 
Are you working with the cat owners in your council to find real solutions or simply bullying them into euthanising their family pets because it is impossible to meet these 
restrictions even for the most responsible of cat owners.

FALSE TRUE Good plan! TRUE Great plan! TRUE Maybe 6pm to 8am. TRUE Great plan! Looks great! Hopefully Council can enforce it.
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE Owners need to stop denying the damage their cat does to wildlife. If they can be 

traced they should be more responsible.
TRUE Two is company. TRUE 24 hrs would be better to eradicate daytime prevention. TRUE They must be controlled. The sooner they are controlled the better.

TRUE FALSE FALSE I have 4  cats! have for 9 years! I am a responsible cat owner and they are indoor only! 2 
should not be the limit, cats should however, be not allowed to roam, and indoor only, 
and desexing compulsory unless a registered breeder! As this is more of the issue! They 
should only be outside if secured in a cat run or back yard they cannot get out of. All of 
mine are desexed. Sure as hell will not be giving any up because of some stupid law 
deciding I can only have 2! I have 4 not because of being a cat hoarder, because 2 are 
rescued! Cats were dumped where I used to live often, I would befriend and have theme 
desexed. It was a neighbours wandering undesexed tom that caused the issues. I would 
find homes for any kittens, but two I could not, and hense, 9 years later, I stll have them! I 
am also a disabled person, at home all day every day with my 4 cats, so if there is a law of 
2 per household, there should be exemptions easily obtained and not at a huge cost! 
(should be free for existing more than 2 cat house holds) Indoor only in suburbia, as cats in 
the country have a job to do in maintaining rodent numbers. Yes a native might get caught 
in the cross fire so to speak, but keeping pest rodents down is something they do more 
than get the odd native creature, and pest rodent numbers down is hugely important as 
they will affect native animals too

TRUE They should be indoors or outside only in runs. So no curfew then 
would be needed, but this should be implemented. For their 
safety and native animal safety, in suburbia only as cats out in the 
country outdoors have a job to do in keeping rodent numbers at 
bay.

FALSE They are animals, not robots! A cat can never meow as loud as a dog can bark. Yes they are loud when they fight, but that does not 
go on for long. A koala makes more noise! But agaib, as mentioned above, being kept indoors would also remove this from being an 
issue. I

TRUE FALSE Yes because some people are on newstart & cant afford to register there cat. It bad 
enough we have to slug alot of money to buy food that will last 2 weeks

TRUE If the person got hoarding issue. This person shouldnt have any animals at all. Not even 2 TRUE My cat is always inside my house as soon as it is 7.00 pm FALSE Cats will be cats. It not the cat fault if it want to go to your next neighbour house. Just to do poo or pee.  Dogs end up coming on my 
property & do a big poo. I know who it is. But she wont listen. She let her dog do it early in the morning when it is dark

The people who keep on harking on about this law. Is a cat hater

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE But within reason...
TRUE FALSE If the main advantage is reuniting cats with their owners and this is already achieved by 

compulsory micro chipping of pets. Registration is redundant
FALSE Having more than two desexed cats does not add to the number of unwanted kittens. 

Limiting numbers to two limits housing available to cats needing homes. Cats that are 
inside only and not wandering onto other peoples property addresses health nuisance 
issues. These restrictions punish good pet owners but will not stop pet hoarders.

TRUE FALSE Nanny state. Who will police this.

TRUE FALSE Microchips are already compulsory. Compulsory cat registration is an attempt to collect 
money.

FALSE My cat(s) are not allowed outside my house/fenced in area without a lead and supervision. 
As such, why must I be confined to only two cats? Mine are desexed. It seems ridiculous to 
me to state that having a maximum of two will reduce unwanted pregnancies. 50 desexed 
cats in one house will have fewer kittens than one male and one female! Why two, why 
not four, or six?

FALSE My cats are indoor cats. Only allowed outside on a lead or 
supervised. Thus they are effectively on a 24hour curfew. But 
imposing a curfew will mean farm/stable cats will have to be 
removed. Apart from the cruelty of catching and killing these, you 
will thereby increase the use of poisons and other methods for 
killing vermin.

FALSE Define "enforcing cat nuisance behaviour". It sounds like taking a sledgehammer to crack a nut. Perhaps council could look at other council's less heavy handed versions of this.

TRUE FALSE if cat/s are already micro chipped, they should not need to be registered. proof of 
micro chipping required to avoid fee.of registration-avoid punishing the people who do 
the right thing

FALSE As a previous foster carer of kittens for the rspca (stopped 2018 after fostering approx 200 
kittens) we ended up with 5 foster kittens/ cats whom we adopted due to not being able 
to be returned to the shelter due to chronic health problems. They joined our 3 cats that 
we had bought with us from inner city Sydney (rescue cats). We had a total of 8 cats (live 
on a rural property of 40 acres) who were all microchipped, vaccinated, desexed. They 
free ranged during the day and were shut in at night. They all got on well even though 
there were various age groups and we never found them outside their home fenced 
environment. The ginger cat (15yrs old) has culled all rabbits and we have limited rats or 
mice (does not like birds/ feathers- trust me!) one cat died in her sleep at 20 yrs old 
(2018), another cat (euthanased) with dementia (18 years old) 2018, another cat 4 yrs old 
(rspca previous foster-spinal tumour-euthanased) 2017, another cat 4 yrs old (rspca 
previous  foster brain tumour-euthanased),2018 and last cat 4 yrs old (rspca previous 
foster snake bite) 2019. We now have the ginger cat and 2 previous rspca foster cats (7 
years old) left. These cats are strictly monitored and well looked after-it is back to the 
owner not the cats- do not punish responsible owners!

TRUE TRUE punish the irresponsible cat owner- i hated having to foster sick, abused cats and kittens due to irresponsible owners BUT no all cat 
owners are irresponsible!!!

Responsible cat owners should have no issueswith the laws  but should not be financially punished!

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE So long as the cats are not treated badly when or if council are required to collect them. As dogs are able to have dangerous or 
menacing labels out on them what are the rules for cats that are continually out on neighbours property creating a nuisance?

As enclosures are the best way to have your outside cat remain in your backyard is council able to provide any assistance to families that are unable to afford these? Is there 
any subsidy that can be offered for either enclosures or barrier systems for fencing as many owners will not have these measures in place and they are extremely costly.

TRUE TRUE FALSE I believe the number is too small. There is no allowance if for example 3 renters were 
sharing a house and had a cat each would mean they cannot live together. I live on a rural 
property and own 2 cats but there is also cats that live out in the sheds. Would we be 
penalised for having these cats on our property?

FALSE Living on a rural property it is extremely difficult to keep my cats 
inside the house. They normally sleep on the patio at night.

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I’m sick of having cat poo all through my front garden, when I 
don’t even own a cat

TRUE

TRUE FALSE My cats are inside cats and don't go outside so I don't believe I should have to pay 
registration for them!!!

FALSE I currently have 3 inside cats so no 2 is not enough TRUE That would be great it should stop the cat fights at night TRUE I don't support having to pay registration for cats that are inside or if cats are in a catrun

TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE But concerned about cost to owners as dog registration seems excessive now. FALSE Shouldn't apply to indoor cat owners or owners who desex their animals TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE FALSE People should DEFINITELY not have a limit of pets per house hold. There are so many pets 

that need to be rescued, no(t) having a limit is ridiculous.
FALSE FALSE

FALSE TRUE Brilliant idea! TRUE Brilliant idea   TRUE Would love to eventually see cats not be allowed to free roam at 
any hour, but this is a good start.

TRUE What would the requirements be of me if a cat was to be on my land? Do I have to trap it or can I just shoot it? What would the requirements be of me if a cat was to be on my land? Do I have to trap it or can I just shoot it?

TRUE FALSE Think microchipping should be compulsory TRUE TRUE Think it should be compulsory for cats to be confined to the 
owners property at all times

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE Too many people do not keep their cats adequately confined, resulting in them attacking 
wildlife and stirring up neighbours’ pets

TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE I have cats that currently come onto my land and scare the native birds and my pet bird. Cats should be restricted to the property like dogs are.
TRUE TRUE I support it, and good people will do the right thing, but I’m not sure how it would be 

enforced or policed.
FALSE I don’t buy your argument of reducing unwanted kittens! We have 6 cats. All neutered, 

chipped and contained and living a great life! I don’t think you should or could limit 
numbers. It’s our choice to have 6. We are not breeders, just fur baby parents.  Fair 
enough if there is excessive cats that are living in poor conditions as the owners don’t look 
after them properly. I strongly disagree with a limit of 2.

TRUE I support a 24hr curfew, not just overnight. Cats can be just as 
troublesome during the day. I believe all cats should be Indoors or 
contained run in townships. On farms & larger properties I believe 
that cats have a good use for free-ranging for pest control. Just 
like dogs should be contained in their yards! I don’t want my cats 
causing trouble for neighbors gardens and attacking birds, wildlife 
etc. plus I want my cats safe & contained for harm minimisation.

TRUE Solved by containment. Owners should be held to account for this nuisance behaviour by their cat. It’s just enforcing it again, I’m not 
sure how that would happen.

Have some sort of incentive for compliance by good owners that do the right thing.

TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE This is brilliant! Cats are a huge problem to our native fauna, more 

than ever we need to protect our native wildlife as Australia has 
the highest extinction rate in the world!

TRUE It’s the same for the dogs = equality

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I think cats should be confined to their own house 24/7. They kill 
wildlife regardless of day or night

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE I do it for my dog and can’t see any reason why it can’t be done for a cat TRUE Maybe some sort of permits that people can have more if the cats are desexed and 

contained to the property.
TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE So long as people that are doing the right thing and have their animals registered are 

not suppor ng the scheme from those who are not registered. 
Needs to be a modest fee. Dog registration is far too high now.

TRUE I support but if animals are desexed there is no way of breeding. If people want more than 
two cats, should be allowed. So long as registered, microchipped and neutered.

FALSE Should be a 24/7 curfew. Cats hunt during the day too. The 
Adelaide hills has a abundance of native species that require to be 
protected from invasive, pet species.

TRUE If cats are confined there should be no nuisance behaviours. 
Any cats that are found to be nuisances, are caught and owners fined severely or euthanised ASAP if not microchipped.

Animal shelters, veterinary clinics have to have some responsibility to report to council customers who bring in kittens for vet checks, vaccinations etc.

TRUE TRUE FALSE I feel that the council should not be able to control my own life choices,  as I educated 
sensible adult I should have the right to decide upon these issues myself and not be 
dictated to by government

TRUE FALSE Cats are hunting animals by nature I fail to see how this would be policed without costing the tax money considerable amount of 
money

I live on property and use my cats to keep down vermin,  of which they do a very good job with. 
I feel that some parts of the act is taking away our rights of choice and will be almost impossible to enforce and implement in a safe finainical friendly way.  I feel that this may 
led to harsher methods of cat trapping and more overload on the rescue Centres, due to neighbours taking it upon themselves to remove cats from their own area and lives as 
they perceive them to be a pest and not native to Australia which I feel is a massive issue here.  The hate campaigns often seen on social media is a good indication of the level 
of intolerance shown sadly.

FALSE TRUE Cats, like dogs are implacable predators. Their range and impact on native fauna should 
should be confined and minimised by law. Registration will help to achieve this.

TRUE TRUE See below. I regard a 12 hour per day curfew as inadequate. TRUE I believe that cats, like dogs should NOT be allowed to wander at large beyond the property of the occupant at any time of day or 
night. The depredations of cats on native wildlife are well known.  I am a property owner of land that hosts habitat for numerous 
native faunal species. At times of water scarcity I maintain water sources for native animals and birds. I have seen cats waiting near 
these sources and predating opportunistically. As a result, I have moved the water sources above the level of cat attack, but this 
disadvantages ground fauna, e.g. reptiles, but if the night curfew is enforced this may help nocturnal native fauna.

TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

FALSE TRUE I agree it should be compulsory. TRUE I think they should be contained. TRUE I think cats should be contained 24 hrs a day..They hunt and kill 
native wildlife 24  hrs a day.

TRUE Cats will always defecate in other peoples gardens which I find abhorrent...I also see them in other garbage bins.especially open 
council bins....very unhygenic.Cats straying at night set of security lights.this disturbs people and dogs.
We pick up our dog pooh..Cat owners do not..Even well fed cats will kill native animals for sport..I have never in 50 yrs seen a dog kill 
a bird...yes some dogs get lizards or snakes.but not many.. cats should also be desexed/ neutered to prevent unwanted kittens and 
cats becoming feral.I applaud the councils decisions on this..

I do think that enforcing these laws will be difficult.and expect more staff will be needed.

FALSE TRUE Council regulation of cat registration is essential, consistent with its current 
requirements for dog registration.

TRUE Council regulation of cat numbers per household is essential TRUE A cat curfew overnight would be valuable in controlling the 
serious impact that cats have had and continue to have  on our 
vulnerable native fauna

TRUE I support an increased role for Council regulating cat nuisance behaviour particularly with increasing population densities in the 
District Council area.

TRUE FALSE Compulsory microchipping ensures cats reunite with owners, registration is 
unnecessary . It’s just a money grabbing exercise from council. What will you do with 
the fees?

FALSE How does having two cats only lead to reduction in unwanted kittens if it’s compulsory to 
desex said cats? They won’t be able to have kittens no matter how many cats you have. 
What evidence do you have to make the suggestion it will build capacity to address 
excessive cat numbers? Desexing does that and getting rid of feral cats not pet cats. If cats 
are shut inside why does it matter how many you have (within reason). Why 2 and not 4 
for example.

FALSE What about rural properties that have cats keeping the rat and 
mice population at bay? Town cats fine, not rural cats. There 
should be a different rule for rural cats same as working dogs. I 
have a 10 year old British shorthair cat bred for indoors life. He 
lived exclusively inside for 7 Years and was quite happy. Moving to 
a rural property he has had a change of heart and now yowls if 
locked inside for more than a minute. Yes really. He sleeps in our 
garden all day and doesn’t catch a thing. If I had to contain him 
there is no way I’d be putting up with his screams. will the council 
pay for euthanasia or rehoming??? He’s never ventured beyond 
my front garden let alone my property.

TRUE As long as it’s council doing the work not us ratepayers. Why should I pay to trap a cat, drive to vet, get microchip checked then drive 
all the way to town to surrender cat to rspca. Time and money I don’t have. Council should employ people to do this work.

How do you propose to police this bylaw? You can’t make ratepayers the ones responsible to pay and spend time catching cats. You need to provide catching, taking to vet, 
pay for euthanasia or rehoming of cats. What are you doing about the feral cat population? Nothing it seems. What about the population explosion in mount barker taking up 
prime agricultural land with concrete jungles. The problem is the feral cats not well looked after pet cats.

TRUE TRUE I support cat registration only if it is accompanied by compulsory microchipping as the 
means of identification of ownership.  The draft by-- laws make no specific mention of 
microchipping.

FALSE The issue of unwanted kittens is not the number of cats in a household, but whether they 
have been desexed in a mely fashion to prevent procrea on.  
The issue of cat hoarding would be partly addressed by ensuring pet cats are desexed.  
There may be other issues, such as mental health factors,  which contribute to excessive 
cat numbers in a household,  and which would require a multifaceted approach to 
manage.
I have personally had a total of 4 cats at any time on our former rural property, one 
adopted from a Shelter, and 3 which 'just arrived', found shelter in the hay sheds, were all 
promptly desexed and microchipped, and became loved pets who kept the rodents under 
control.

I believe it is the responsibility of the owner to keep their cat(s) 
confined to their property at all times. The hours 8pm to 8am 
appear somewhat arbitrary, especially in relation to protection of 
wildlife.

See above comment.  The devil is in the detail - exactly how will Council enforce cat nuisance behaviour?? As a former farmer in the District, the draft by- laws do not appear to address the particular benefits that cats contribute to rodent control in areas like haysheds and stables.  
With community interest in sustainable living increasing, and residents keeping poultry in township areas, the rodent issue needs to be considered.  The use of poison control  
for rodents has poten ally nega ve  flow on effects to other species, including cats, dogs and raptors.
I believe desexing is the most important factor to be considered in the control of excessive numbers of unwanted cats and kittens.

FALSE TRUE A very good idea. Cats should be treated in the same way as dogs in this regard TRUE Absolutely necessary for owners to be able to care properly for their pets and to control 
their movements.

TRUE I think cats should be kept inside or within a cat run 24 hours a day 
not just 8pm to 8a.m.

TRUE This is a major problem around Church St/ English Street in Hahndorf where several households have numerous cats that roam at 
will in neighbours' gardens and across roads. Cats are also sheltering and breeding under a temporary building on the St Paul's 
Anglican Church property at 16 English St. I live at 14 English St.

Please please get this By-law enacted asap. Other Councils have managed this without major problems. I am not against cats as pets but they absolutely must be limited and 
controlled. I would be delighted if my very expensive council rates were to be directed to this purpose.

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE This idea is cruel to cats that have always ben allowed to roam 
free.

FALSE Civilisation and the building of towns is what causes the greatest harm to bird environments not cats. There is not going to be an abundance of native birds once people have 
moved in, lets not put all the blame on the cats.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Cant be policed

Unsafe for cats to wear a tag. On a collar
Collars have killed many cats

FALSE Cats can live inside.
You have no right to enter my property.
And you can not me how  children i can have

FALSE Cats should be inside of a night time for their safety from foxs, 
cars and cat hatters. However cat rush out doors. People work. It 
should advised but lawed.

FALSE Cats will be cats. If they a ack then yes. However cats do also keep rodents down and snakes. Wild rabbits.
So they are actually in essence keeping the plauge away.
Lots of diseases are carried by rodents and rabbits.

Maybe council could help the community by cheap desexing clinic for a couple of years.
Where the cats also get microchipped 
This would eliminate a huge part of any cat problem in this area. You currently have a large portion of money from dog registration and fines which must be used for dog and 
cat management in the area.

TRUE TRUE Registration of cats is probably not going to work as it has for dogs for obvious reasons.  
Cats cannot be caught like dogs. The cats that have decimated the
birdlife on my propety would not be affected by registration. I have lost all Black Birds, 
Honey Eaters, Blue Wrens, Finches. I do not see any Green Parrots and
the number of Rosellas and sparrows have declined along with Lorekeets.  My husband 
has the sad job of needing to break the necks of a huge number of birds
that the cats have not killed completely. This is very distressing especially when the 
mate of a rosella is flying down back and forward to its dying mate. I have
sent a letter to the neighbour who owns the cats (as suggested by council)  this has not 
worked and these cats are hunters and the only way I believe to save
wildlife in the Adelaide Hills is for all cats to be confined to a run which my cat who is 
18yrs. has. He adjusted to it immediately and can go through a cat flap from the house 
has a litter tray out there which he much prefers than using his indoor one. He has the 
door closed of before dark and is quite used to being
inside at night.

TRUE If the cats are not confined to a property it does not really make any difference. They are 
s ll going to hunt. Many people are in denial regarding their cats and
feel, because they may not see them killing they don't. My neighbour does not see the 
birds that her cats kill on my property.

TRUE However this l feel again is only going half way to really addressing 
the problem. Cats hunt wildlife during the day more than at night. 
The cats on my property
do climb trees at night to attack nests.

TRUE This law does affect my problem with cats. I am no longer sitting with my husband outside watching the Lorikeets in our apple tree, 
watching the Li le Green
Parrots and Honey Eaters in the Bottle Brush. My fence has been damaged by the cats climbing over it. We no longer are able to 
photograph the huge
number of birds and lizards(we had competitions with my doctor ) who had the best photographs! They dig in our mulch to defecate. 
They annoy and upset
my cat hanging around our door and around his cat run when he is outside in it. At night our sensor lights go on all night and we do 
not know whether it is 
the cats or an intruder.

I would like to see our council take a really pro-ac ve stand in regards to this issue. It was done for dogs years ago so lets be the first to do something about
it. We have the reasons to be the leaders as where we live is so important because of our wildlife. Try to push to have changes sooner than 2020 as I would
love to wake up in the morning to the birds, my property except for the beau ful Magpies is totally silent. It used to be so lovely now it is really very sad that
because a neighbour  is not responsible ( and I cannot do anything about it)  so many other locals that I have spoken to have the same problems I have lost
the beauty of my property. The on flow of requiring cat runs would create jobs by local bussiness star ng up and employing locals.It is really a win win
situation for employment, wildlife and residents. We just need council to be the leader and other councils will follow.

FALSE TRUE The cat registration will go along way in covering some costs for the council. TRUE No TRUE Cat do wonder at night and kill birds and other small animals. TRUE No NO

FALSE TRUE TRUE Hahndorf has so many cats, esp in Church st.  More than 20 young cats and kittens in a 
house near the School.  Also on English Street 6 cars in one house

TRUE TRUE Cat owners believe that everyone should allow access into their properties to their wandering cats... that is their nature they say, Dear Mt Barker Council.  We are a growing burgeoning community and have beautiful natural surrounding where birds and small mammals live in their habitat.  Let’s keep this 
community proud of our natural areas, let us especially keep cats under control as we have heard the science ... cats destroy lots of wild animals and birds.  Thankyou

TRUE TRUE Cats wander more than dogs so cats should be registered. TRUE TRUE Whilst an 8PM-8AM curfew is easy to remember, it does not 
necessarily fit with typical households lifestyle patterns 
particularly working/school family households, many of which 
have left home before 8AM. For that reason a curfew would be 
better finishing at 7AM. Or even better be based on Sunset-
Sunrise. Other laws are based around sunrise and sunset including 
when water skiing is allowed to occur on the Murray River.

TRUE This is important however difficult to enforce without video evidence. Don't get scared - push it through. This is important legislation that will improve the lives of many residents and is important for what remains of our nocturnal native fauna.

TRUE FALSE If cats are contained on the property 24/7 you should not have to register them .
No one wants other people’s cats roaming the neighbourhood..
I am a responsible cat owner all desexed and mucrochipped and totally indoors and 
contained when out doors under adult supervision

FALSE All cats should be contained and desexed then we wouldn’t have this problem ... dogs are 
not allowed to free range !!!

TRUE Don’t allow cats to roam full stop !!!!! TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Enforcement of these by -laws is key. Personally I would like to see a no roam policy enforced 24 hours a day not just in the evening. People should take steps to contain their 
cats on their property. Cats enter our garden day and night, I find faeces when gardening and the occasional dead, mauled rodent or bird. 
Who exactly is going to find a deal with the owner. What will happen to unregistered cats?
I have no issue with Cats, just irresponsible owners.

TRUE FALSE As microchip laws are already in place this is not necessary FALSE I think this is very wrong many houses have more than 2 cats that they contain and love 
this is a wrong judgement. Would this mean people have to rehome their loved pets and 
only choose 2 this would create unnecessary dumping onto shelters just wrong. Also in the 
case there are new cats coming into a home, cats are very different to dogs it is 
understandable to have a limit of 2 dogs to a house block considering the space they take 
up, but to have a limit of 2 cats that’s just controlling considering they can be contained to 
the house potentially 4 cats could be considered hoarding not 2

FALSE Maybe 6.00am to 9.00 pm as cats are not like dogs. FALSE More fines for the council to give its called revenue raising

FALSE TRUE Once implemented, I assume any fines to relating to unregistered dogs will also apply 
to I registered cats.

TRUE We have a neighbour with 4 who defecate in our garden mulch twice a day. At least 3 cats 
will equate to half the faeces!

TRUE Our neighbour's cats regularly visit our house at night and set off 
the security lights at our entrance doors. This often wakes us up. 
In addition, cats brawl and meeow loudly in our yard and disturb 
our sleep and cause our well behaved dog to bark.
Can you imagine if our dog barked loudly in the middle of the 
night while sitting on the neighbours front porch?

TRUE We will be an early client!

Please see comments above.

We are delighted that the danger and nuisance of unrestricted cats is finally being addressed.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE The neighbors 4 cats have been using our garden and garden beds as a litter box for years and disturbing mulch and killing birds. The sooner, the better. As a responsible dog owner and member of a community of residents,  I can't let my dog defecate wherever it likes.  Such regulations,  whilst maybe 
feeling restrictive. are symptomatic of the ongoing urbanisation of the hills and  therefore necessary,  I feel.

TRUE FALSE My cat is always kept indoors, and if he goes outside, is always on leash.  If there is no 
cost to the registration, then I am for it, but if there is a cost, I'm not sure why owners 
who keep their cats indoors (or in a controlled enclosure) have to pay for those who let 
them roam.

TRUE TRUE TRUE

TRUE TRUE Would cats need to wear a bulky registration disc? I feel mandatory microchipping 
would be the best way to do this as bulky collars on cats can be dangerous for them.

TRUE I feel a max of 3 would be more fair.
Exception for those who foster cats and assist adoption agencies would need to be in 
place.

FALSE I support a curfew. But these hours are not workable for many. 
We have two cats, one is young and will be indoor her whole life, 
(as will any future cats we own) but our older cat is used to being 
outside during the day, inside at night. This fits with the curfew 
until you think about when he would be let outside, generally on 
our way out the door to work. Which is earlier than 8am. I think a 
morning time of 6am would be more workable for many.

FALSE To a degree yes, I support  this.
It's the wondering onto someone's property without consent bit that is amusing... You know you can't tell a cat to ask first right?!

All listed above I believe.

FALSE TRUE I think its very important as cats have a catastrophic effect on the environment. TRUE TRUE Again cats kill for fun so a curfew could save bird and rodent 
species from extinction.

TRUE Cats have a horrible effect on our precious ecosystems so need to be managed.

TRUE FALSE My cats are already microchipped FALSE This will raise another issue of shelters being in overflow as people are only allowed to 
have 2 cats when in some households they are more than that because they rescue cats 
and provide a home for unwanted cats that people dispose of

FALSE This may not be possible for cat owners to have them in at that 
time and what if the cats want to get out to do their business in 
the garden when their owners wake up? They have to wait until 
8am ?

FALSE

TRUE TRUE Make it affordable for pensioners TRUE FALSE Dawn to dusk is more realistic - FALSE Cats roam and these conditions would be impossible to police.  How does the council.plan to enforce these conditions?  False 
accusations from cat haters make me wonder if cat owners will ever be seriously listened to un any dispute.

FALSE TRUE It should apply to all cats including cats kept in doors. TRUE TRUE I think cats like dogs shld not be allowed to roam as they attack 
wildlife day and night.

TRUE I think all cats should be confined like dogs and not be allowed to roam. Registration is a must along with desexing if not a pure breed used for mating.

TRUE TRUE Needs to be cost effective & cheaper for cat owners whose cats are Indoor only. My cat 
is Indoor only.

TRUE 2 cats is enough & they should both be desexed. Don’t take existing cats away from 
Owners if already have more than 2 as they may have rescued them

TRUE Cats should only be outside for a minimal time. 8pm is too late. 
6pm is better. Also protects the cat from being attacked by wild 
animals

TRUE Owners should be fined for nuisance cats A cat that is trapped to rescue should not have to be released if wearing a collar. I cared for an accidentally trapped cat. Wearing a collar but abandoned. No Microchip. Took 
to Vet for treatment. Was unwell & neglected. Cat was a lovely cat & rehomed. Council states must be released. If this cat had been released it would not have survived much 
longer.

Mount Barker District Council 126

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE I support a cat curfew but note that 8am may be unrealistic for 

working families when everyone leaves the household before 
8am. A more realistic time may be 7am.

FALSE

FALSE TRUE Excellent progress towards managing cats TRUE Two per household is in live with two dogs per household. TRUE Strongly agree to having a 24 hour curfew - no pet should be 
wandering up to 500 metres away from their house, trespassing 
on neighbouring properties and entering bush parks and 
wilderness areas.

TRUE We have cats urinating on our doors, harassing our dog in his yard and caterwauling all night. I do not support having cats roam from 8am to 8pm. As outlined in the Government of SA pamphlet Cats and Wildlife – cats are known to prey on more than 186 kinds of 
native Australian bird, 64lmammans, 87 reptiles, 10 specie s amphibian and numerous invertebrates. On overage, a domestic cat kills 16 mammals, 8 birds and 8 reptiles a 
year. Cats are listed as a potential threat to the survival of at least 58 native species that are considered as risk of extinction. Research show cats with bells on their collars still 
catch wildlife. Cats live very contently in a suitable enclosed area. Cats, especially males, can travel more kilometres and in doing so may hunt wildlife.  Another source (pet-
happy.com) states that a territory covered by a domestic cat is 42 acres for female cats and 153 acres for male cats, that means a male cat on average wonders 500 metres and 
female cats wonder 230 metres.

TRUE TRUE FALSE This limit should be higher - I would recommend 4. 

Allowances should also be made when households combine. I.e. a couple moves in 
together, each already own two cats.

TRUE FALSE "Wanders onto land without the consent of the owner or occupier" should not be considered a nuisance . it is easy for people who 
don't want a cat on their property to shoo it away - this issue should be easy for an individual to deal with without involving the 
council

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE I agree with limi ng the number of cats per property and having to register your cats, but the nuisance
part of the by-law addressing so called “nuisance cat behaviour” is the most ridiculous thing I’ve ever read. I can not support such 
absolute rubbish, clearly brought about by someone who has way too much time on their hands, and instead of using it 
constructively has decided to become a professional irascible. This by-law is just fuelling the petty fights between neighbours over 
the most trivial things. Most of the people on my street are friendly and regularly wave to each other as we past by, one of my 
neighbours ( directly to the left of my property) Is extremely rude, they also own a cat that regularly comes onto my property 
uninvited. Like most cats it either runs away if you go near it, or it hears you coming. It’s harmless and probably comes onto my 
property more than I realise, but instead of using it as an excuse to escalate things with my rude  neighbour, I except it’s a lot harder 
to control where cats go and get on with my life. If you own a cat and it’s outside it’s impossible to control where your cat  defecates 
or urinates, honestly cats dig a small hole go in the hole and cover it over, it’s completely different to someone letting their dog go on 
your property. Most people probably have had a cat defecates or urinates on their property and don’t even know it. If you are 
actually going to get upset about something like that the problem is you, not your  neighbours cat. I mean I have  koala, rabbits and 
birds regularly defecates or urinates on my property I’m just not petty enough to care.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE
FALSE TRUE Dogs owners need to register their dog. why except cat? It is different from Rabbit and 

gold fish. Cats can affect neighbourhood if not under responsible owner. And we have 
right to know who the owner is if anything happens. They can not affort registration? 
oh well I don't think they deserve to have a cat - how will they pay vet bill if cat is 
unwell?

TRUE TRUE THIS IS MUST, I think this has to start 6pm in my opinion. TRUE Thank you so much for putting in these effort to change.

FALSE TRUE Absolutely agree with this requirement TRUE Definitely should limit the number of cats per household. Two cats is in line with the 
number of dogs allowed per property.

TRUE I strongly believe that the cat curfew should be 24 hours per day. 
No cats should be allowed to roam free,

TRUE Yes, we have cats urinating on all our screen doors (we don't own a cat). They caterwaul all through the night, walk over our roof 
during the night and antagonize our dog in his own yard.

I strongly believe that cats should be contained within the owners property and all times. I do not want another persons pet in my yard and within the bush surrounding my 
house. My dog is not allowed to roam free so why should a cat. They are a pest to native wildlife. Considering within Coppins Bush you cannot harm the environment, and 
could get fined, it seems ridiculous that cats can roam free.

FALSE TRUE TRUE Need to be kept in their own yards same laws as dogs TRUE Should be in teir own yards at all rimes TRUE I have neighbour cats in my yard daily killing birds lizards and toileting in my yard. Digging up my front yard garden Same lawsas dogs. On leads or secured in their owners property
FALSE TRUE As with dogs, cat owners should have the same accountability for their pets. TRUE Having previously resided next to a neighbour who encouraged strays (in addition to their 

own cats)  that began with 4, and ended up an out of control, large wandering colony, I 
would like to really see this problem being able to be addressed and not allowed to occur 
anywhere.  These cats used our front and back yard as their corridor, and the impact of 
their 'nuisance behaviour' got so bad we ended up moving.   The many birds, large and 
small, that we had enjoyed for years that nested in our garden,  virtually disappeared 
overnight as the cat numbers rapidly grew'. My dogs constantly had fleas that had never 
been a problem before, and the urinating  and defecating, and stench all around our 
house was unbearable, not to the mention the constant cat fights during the night 
resulting  in loss of sleep.   My heart broke the day I saw one of these cats take a beautiful 
Pardelote that came to  our bird bath for the water in summer.  The impact on our 
enjoyment of life was huge, but it was the dreadful devastation of the bird life, and our  
loss of that pleasure  that hurt the most.  The all round damage inflicted by those cat 
numbers in such a short time  was incredible.

TRUE This curfew period doesn't go far enough.  It should be at all times, 
as cats allowed to roam  impact just as much on native wildlife, 
particularly birds, in daylight hours as does their nuisance 
behaviour for neighbours.

TRUE For all the reasons I written I would like to see Council actively take the necessary steps to strongly enforce this. I would like to mention that I have made my comments  having owned many cats, and that when my last cat died in 2008 at the grand age of 19,  I made the conscious decision 
not to get another knowing the impact and damage they can have on our  wildlife especially the birds.  I am not anti cat at all.

TRUE TRUE If this requires the cat to wear a collar and disk then I do not advocate for that.  Our 
cats are micro-chipped and this information should be used.  I do not like cats wearing 
collars because they can get caught up and risk choking.

FALSE Cat owners that are responsible should be allowed to have more than 2 cats if they are all 
desexed and immunised etc. I have at times had 4 cats but I suggest the limit be higher 
under the condition that evidence is available to show desexing.  What about cat 
breeders? The conditions need to be considered for this as well.

FALSE Cats are independent creatures and if they are allowed to roam, 
getting them in the house is problematic.  I would agree to cats 
being confined in their own backyards 24/7 so they have limited 
access to native wildlife.  They should be confined in a cat 
enclosure.  The only way to protect the environment is to ensure 
that the cat cannot have access to wildlife.  Any other solution 
would be futile.  How on earth does the Council expect to manage 
this curfew?

TRUE I agree with some essence of the by laws but essentially it needs to be enforceable.  If Council are going to charge a fee to register cats, then they also need to ensure that 
officers are available to mandate the required bylaws and be responsive to complaints.  There may also need to be some sort of phase in period.  Existing cats that have not 
been controlled will be difficult to deal with not only for Council but also the owners.  Is there a way that Council could assist with costs for cat enclosures for a period of time 
to help out?

TRUE TRUE TRUE Fully support this restriction. FALSE I do support a curfew but believe the hours suggested are too 
restric ve for busy working families.

I am recently retired so will not have a problem ensuring my cat is 
kept indoors overnight during those hours.  However, I have 
concern for people in the district who work and leave home well 
before 8am in the morning.  This curfew to 8am will either mean  
people will  let their cat out before they leave for work (illegally) 
or will be required to confine their cats all day while at work which 
I understand was not the intention of the draft.  I would consider 
an 8pm to 6am a more practical and appropriate timeframe.

TRUE ...however, cats are often independent in character. As a full curfew of 24 hours is not in the draft By-Law, there will be instances of 
cat wandering onto neighbouring land.

We have an increasing elderly population & loneliness is one of the big challenges for the elderly as they age and are unable to lead a full independent life. Please do NOT have 
By-Laws that make it impossible to own and enjoy a cat in this wonderful district!!

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE providing this is free for pensioners / carers/people with disabilities(whether on a 

centrelink payment or not). also as long as its not compulsory for cats to wear a 
registration tag like dogs do, some cats hate any type of collar and putting one on a cat 
who does only causes stress to that cat and it will only at some time remove it, if a cat 
has been micro chipped, (and they all should be as its now compulsory to do so) then a 
cat should not need to wear a registration disc as all details are on the microchipped 
number and this just has to be updated with registration number if registration 
happens

FALSE you should have the right to have more cats if you wish providing they are all 
microchipped, have registration up to date(if this is compulsory), are confined to the 
owners property 24 hours a day and are well cared for

TRUE but would rather a curfew of cats to be confined to owners 
property 24 hours a day (cats can be hit by cars at any time of the 
day or night, not just between the hours of 8pm to 8am)

TRUE my cat is confined to indoors , and as such can not do any of the above and only goes outside in a cat cage to go to vet for annual 
checkup and vaccinations,or for other vet appointments  if needed, as is very happy

TRUE FALSE Cat microchipped. TRUE FALSE 8am curfew is no good as work in the city.  Already left at 7:15 
when it is daylight.

FALSE

TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE I understand the 8pm start of curfew but 8am is ridiculous. Most 
people have left for work way earlier than that.

FALSE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE FALSE TRUE Cat owners should be responsible for keeping their cats on their 

own property,  or indoors,  24hrs a day.
TRUE Cats should not be allowed on others property. EVER.

TRUE TRUE I would only agree with registration if all cat owners by law are made to keep their cats 
on their own property at all times.

TRUE People who have more than 2 cats prior to law being passed and have a contained area 
should be allowed an exemption.

FALSE All cats should be inside a house or in a contained cat run at all 
times or what the council is trying to introduce is utter bulshit as 
far as being concerned about native animals. Its a bit daft that cats 
can hunt and kill from 8 am to 8pm how stupid is that. The only 
way to make people responsible for their animals is to have them 
inside with a secure outside area.

TRUE As above,  We are responsible cat owners who had two cats and one has passed. They have never been allowed to wander we have a 
fully enclosed outside area. .I have told people in my street that their cats wander and have concerns for them being in my property 
as I have mouse bait stations plus they crap in the garden.. I can tell you that they dont give a shit about thier animals and have not 
ever bothered to contain them. So many people will be the same and you will never be able to effectively police it and the law will be 
utterly useless for the environments sake and to help people deal with other peoples wandering cat issues caused by irresponsible 
cat owners. All the council will achieve is a half baked money grab with little or no positive outcome for wildlife.

For this law to work its full containment of cats in a owners property at all times. Or its an absolute  joke and insult to responsible cat owners and to peope who are nature and 
environmentally friendly.

TRUE TRUE FALSE I have 3 desexed indoor only cats none of which pose a health hazard, or cause nuisance 
or welfare issues. If cats are indoor only I don't believe council need to have a say on how 
many there are. My children have had more impact on the neighborhood than my cats so 
perhaps try limiting households to two of these.

TRUE TRUE Re cat registration, microchipping would reunite them just as quickly so really it's just revenue raising to pay for all the extra policing the council will have to do. Although it will 
limit litters being born unwanted.

TRUE FALSE I have a caveat on this.

Our two are indoors only and desexed. I think we meet the council's perceived 
requirements of keeping them under control and not causing harm to local wildlife, 
why should we be penalised by paying for a reg fee for 2 kits who don't venture 
outside?

Moving forward, maybe, but grandfather clause the existing.

FALSE Again, this has a caveat. If you are in a township yes, if you are rural/semi rural,  cats are 
essential in rodent control. You're argument is to limit numbers of kittens being 
rehomed.... I believe that there is no need to limit cats per household if they are desexed

FALSE Cats may kill native wildlife in the middle of the day. Likewise they 
may be involved in catfights or vehicular incidents etc just as likely 
in daylight hours. "Curfew" should be 24/7

TRUE Cats that are allowed to roam etc, are an issue. What I do question, is what is council's enforcement policy here.... I am a responsible owner of 2 cats, both desexed, both kept indoors. 

There needs to be some concession to owners who do the right thing.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE I have a cat that is microchipped and is totally indoor only, he is 7 years of age and has 

never been outside so registration is not really necessary.
TRUE No TRUE I would prefer all cats being indoor only or if outside  in an 

enclosed cat run. Cats are destructive to native animals. A curfew 
would help but not all cats will return home every day to be locked 
in.

TRUE Completely reasonable Cats should be desexed unless owned by a breeder.

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE They destroy so much native wildlife, that they should have a cat 

enclosure during the day too.
TRUE

TRUE TRUE Great idea! FALSE I think to limit to two is too harsh. (Sorry about all the to’s   )
If you have to register the cat I think that will lower the amount of people hoarding or 
keeping too many cats.

TRUE Good idea. TRUE
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Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE This also leads to the nuisance point but I would suggest changing 
to 24/7.
This way cats must be contained at owers property at all times to 
avoid any nuisance issues and allows for safety of both the pet and 
the native wildlife.

TRUE See above for suggestion that cats should be contained (indoor or cat enclosure) at all times.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE However I would like to see further rules for cats who wander onto neighbouring property. Including allowing the neighbours to 
dispose of the cat appropriately.

Better then what we have but as an owner of cats prey I feel I should be entitled to protect my pets including the disposing of the cat(s).

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE 100% I am hoping that this will limit the amount of times I have to 
chase a cat out of my yard

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE FALSE We have never had kittens, our cats are desexed rescue cats. Not adding to the car 

population just saving some that would’ve been euthanised
FALSE FALSE

TRUE FALSE It's a money grabbing exercise.
My cats stay in my yard and it's cruel and unnatural to cage animals.
Besides, they are old, and unable to catch wildlife.

FALSE Are we supposed to kill our pets ?? FALSE Cats stay in backyard FALSE As above.
Praps you should check the über road drains and wet lands where ferrals live

Oppose it

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE I hope they can enforce it. I'm sick of my neighbors cats coming onto my property, pooping in my yard and trying to eat my childs pet 

bird
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE How will council police 8pm-8am? TRUE A previous neighbour just kept saying ‘it’s not my cat’ pooping in our sand pit.  It was their cat as it was always in our yard and I had 

seen it use the sand pit.  Will council supply traps to catch offending cats?  What will happen to repeat offending cat/owners?

TRUE S ll undecided
The unresponsible owners will still not register their animals just like their animals are 
not microchipped

FALSE Many responsible cat owners have more than 2 cats
Having this limit will prevent people from adopting additional animals

I still believe rural properties need to have cats outside, they 
prevent a lot of damage from rats and mice
Suburban cats should have curfews

I am not sure how this will be monitored or enforced

TRUE TRUE I agree with keeping cat numbers down to stop street litters. TRUE 2 is fine FALSE I have an outside cat - she is happy. why would I want to bring her 
inside when she sleeps outside with the dogs.

FALSE Are we going to have a no bark policy for dogs? Why don't we look more into the community looking after their gardens. By weeding, mowing lawns and taking pride in the house.

TRUE FALSE Its more of a money maker for the council than a reuniting thing TRUE FALSE 8am is too late, for working people they leave earlier than that so I 
don't think that is a suitable time. I have no issue with cats being in 
at night only the out time.

FALSE Cats don't understand boundry fences and difference in property lines so they can't be told to not go somewhere, just like they can't 
be told not to toilet certain places. That is unrealistic.

I think it's a work in progress, some stuff is ok but some is unrealistic and needs some changes.

TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE FALSE 3 10pm - my cats don’t even leave my back yard, but if they are 

outside at night, they sit outside under the verandah until we go 
to bed at 10. 8 is too early

FALSE Seriously? This is ridiculous

TRUE TRUE FALSE PLEASE consider 3. I couldn’t live without my 3 girls TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE cold weather would be fine but in warmer weather cats like to be 

outside to stay cool. also some cats can not be made to come in at 
a certain time.

TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE This may be an issue for people who foster cats before they are rehomed
I would like to see some consideration given to those who keep all cats indoors at all times

TRUE The most important part of this by-law! TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE A good thing. TRUE Should be desexed FALSE All cats should be totally confined day and night unless on a lead, 

the same as applies to dogs.
TRUE If cats were confined 24.7 the role of councils would be a lot easier. Why should cats be treated any different to any other household pets.

TRUE TRUE Curious to know how much it will cost? 
We have microchips in our cats so they would be easily identified and returned to us 
anyway.

TRUE TRUE It’s not always that easy to get them inside at an exact time 
though!

FALSE How do you stop a cat from wandering into other peoples property? 
We have other people’s cats that visit our property (to harass my cat) and I ‘shoo’ them away. 
How exactly would it be enforced?

FALSE FALSE Cat Registration will not do anything but raise some income to provide an Officer to 
monitor high impact areas of Council, Compulsory Microchipping is your tool for 
identifying owners?

TRUE Residential Areas. TRUE The DCMB need to give their full support Have you seen the affects on sheep from Cats??

FALSE TRUE Ive lived here for over 30tyrs and its time the cats that stray into our yards and kill 
chickens birds and possums shld be housed at nite or they will kill our wildlife

TRUE TRUE I hope that this curfew is for daylight saving time not now TRUE

TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 8pm is manageable but 8am is too late.  It would be more 
reasonable to suggest 6am.

FALSE This is open to very subjective interpretation.

TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE If dogs have to be so should cats TRUE TRUE TRUE Sick of cats causing harm to others, going to the toilet in my yard and coming on to my property and attacking my animals Think it’s a great idea and it’s about time

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Micro-chipping is the only way to reunite cats with their owners. Cat are supposed to 

be registered with DACO so why is there now another proposal for a person to pay a 
second fee to a local council. Council should look at providing a reduced cost to desex 
cats.

FALSE Many people are more than capable of caring for more than two cats providing they are 
desexed and kept as indoor only pets. Only having two cats doesn't reduce the number of 
kittens if they are not desexed. Then we will still have the problem of too many kittens as 
is the problem now. If someone has problems caring for the cats they have, then this issue 
needs to be addressed one on one.

TRUE I do agree with a curfew but see it as nearly impossible to enforce. 
Cats that have had freedom both during the day and at night will 
be very hard to try and keep inside at night. Once again, the 
bottom line is to have them desexed. These cats are not inclined 
to roam quite as much or as often as entire cats do.

TRUE I think it is a good idea to have something in place to cover the above mentioned issues. I would like to see something as a long term 
goal include encouraging anyone who gets a new cat in the future be required to micro-chip, desex and vaccinate it.

More discussion on this subject should include cat breeders in the area who have first hand knowledge in caring for cats and cat behaviour.
More informa on should be available for the general public who may not see these by-laws in vet clinics or the local paper.
I have been involved in the cat world for over 40 years and am still amazed how little the public understands about cat generally

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE Cats are shit. TRUE Cats are shit. TRUE Cats are shit. TRUE Cats are shit. Cats are shit.
TRUE TRUE I support the registration but my concern is the cost of registration.  I already pay for 2 

dogs and to pay for another 2 animals would make me reconsider having any animals in 
the future as it becomes more cost prohibitive

TRUE In principle yes but you also need to consider if those cats are desexed or not.  It's the feral 
cats that cause the majority if the problems not the ones contained in a person's home 
with responsible pet owners

TRUE In principle,  but i find that 8am is too late in the morning for my 
cats, they are looking to go outside when the family rises at 6am.  
We leave home by 8am so they are back inside before this time.

TRUE In the past I have had cats spraying my front door but was happening in the middle of the night.  The council needs to consider how 
this will be enforced at any hour, day or night and hiw to actually catch the animals to prevent future occurrences.

TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE
TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Only thing i've always believed even when i did own cats is ..Strongly believe ALL CATS should where bells on  there collars as to protect all birds and other wild life..Recently 

found a what was left of it bird and lots of feathers around my yard..Plenty of cats wonder this area..Have yet to see a cat with a bell on..Have nothing against cats..

FALSE TRUE Dog owners have had to register our pets for years. It’s only fitting that cat owners 
should have to complete the same process and pay the appropriate fees too. It will 
keep track better of how many cats are in our local community.

TRUE Definitely agree with this. TRUE Too much of the hills wildlife is getting hurt by cats roaming at 
night

TRUE Great work Council! Hope these laws come in ASAP

TRUE FALSE I have already paid for micro chipping, I do not need registration when my cats don’t 
leave the house.

FALSE I currently have 3 cats and as they are inside only cats, this does not effect the 
neighbourhood or environment. What happens inside my home should not be of the 
councils concern.

TRUE Yes, cats should be inside only. FALSE Living on 3 acres originally in Woodside, we had over 15 dogs visit our property through fencing over a 1 year period, whilst we only 
had 1 cat visit. Cats are not the issue that everyone is making them out to be.

That’s it’s all a fad and is just another way to control the district

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Good idea. I am sick of cats coming into our yard and fighting at all 
hours causing loud noises and disturbing peace/sleep

TRUE Refer to curfew notes

TRUE FALSE A simple microchip is sufficient. TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE
TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE I have a number of questions which need addressing before any 

curfew is imposed:
  How do you intend to impose the curfew?  Cats do not 
necessarily come in when called. They also don't wear watches.
  How do you intend to police any curfew infringements - will you 
have a posse of vigilantes scouring the streets and gardens 
  looking  for errant felines?  Seriously, have you even thought 
about this?
  When and if these felines are caught (and how will they be 
caught?) what will be done with them?  A check of the microchip 
with a
  vet to find the owner and give them a 'second chance'?  Or will 
they we shot/hit on the head/drowned/euthenased without the 
  owner's knowledge?  Have you even thought this far?
  And finally, are you going through the motions of this Bylaw to 
appease certain Councillors who were elected on their views on 
cat 
  management?  I wonder - if these Councillors were not 
pressuring the Council fr this Bylaw, would this even be an issue 
worth 
  considering?

FALSE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE it should be a 24 hour as I have trouble with cats defacating and 
fouling in in my vedgey garden

TRUE
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Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE If there is to be a curfew this imposes an impossible restriction for 
my family as we have all left for work earlier and hence would be 
forced to lock cat in house all day.  I would prefer 8pm - 7am 
which is more realis c for us.

The other issue arising here is what happens when family cannot 
be home by 8pm?
Do we need to lock cat in house all day?
What about when on holidays and others are coming to your 
home to monitor cat and cannot get there every day?

I believe there needs to be some flexibility here and allow that a 
cat owner should not be penalised if cat breaks the curfew if it can 
be shown that the owner could not reasonably manage it in 
specific circumstances - i.e. a reasonable, demonstrable proof is a 
valid in response to a cat nuisance enforcement incident.

TRUE But there needs to be leniency and reasonable exceptions as per my comments above. Yes, I do find the whole concept somewhat unwarranted.  I have followed the debate for years and heard both sides.  In the case of my (sole) cat she (de-sexed and micro-
chipped) does kill mice and rats (which is a valuable service) plus has been known to kill sparrows (which are not exactly at risk) and always brings them inside to show us.  I 
have seen no evidence of any danger to native species near me. My cat also has been a mainly inside cat from its kittenhood and I have never seen it move more than 1-2 
houses away from my property.

the only other option is an external cat restricted area.  The logistics of my back (where our cat flap is  - and which can be locked during curfew time) is prohibitive to building 
one without making access to my clothesline, rain water pump etc extremely difficult.  These laws would seem to require for many owners a singular expense in building such 
catproof areas - and where a cat was owned prior to any discussion on these laws represents an expense imposed by the council.  Do they consider providing any financial 
support by way of reduced rates and setting up a mechanism for making such a deduction?

TRUE FALSE No cats are micro-chipped registration is done via this & if council scanned cats or vet 
all cats should be able to be returned if all correct information on data base is 
update.So I see that it is just another way to scam money out off people .

TRUE Yes I do support this as some people have more cats then they know what to do with & 
can,t properly feed them & this is why cats go looking for food . People that have more 
then two cats at the present must be allowed to let there cats dwindle down by natural 
causes not being told what cats to choose to be removed it would be very heart  breaking 
.Unless there is way to many cats on the property over 10 for example bringing it down to 
a number the person can feed & look after them in a proper manner .

FALSE not sure how this will work I go to work some days at 2pm & 
home at 10pm at night so you would expect the cat to have no 
real outside time & still be inside all night not very fair on the 
animal . unless it has been raised a indoor cat all of its life

FALSE Every thing is a nuisance now days not just cats but I must say the cat doesn't play loud music until midnight Neighbor  or barks no 
stop for hours on end DOG . Reves cars at 5am going to work . drives fast down the road thats a deadend and then applies the brakes 
to come to a screeching halt I could keep giving you examples of Disgusting Human Behavior that causes more noise etc then a cat 
.EVERY single day

It really is Humans that are affecting our Native wildlife & Fauna not a Cat .Cutting down trees to make way for more homes so birds have had to move in to town to find food 
resources .But good luck at trying to reinforce  these laws my cat will be aloud out to catch the rats & mice he brings home from the feral house in the street , And when you 
can find a worker that can go pick up all the road kill on our freeway everyday which is very distressing to see dead animals hit by cars or trucks on the freeway for days & none 
of this was caused by my cat

TRUE FALSE As my cats are Micro chipped & registered why would you need to re registrar a cat 
apart from making money

TRUE Im say yes But owners that have more then 2 must be allowed to decrease there size by 
natural decline .I have 4 cats All desexed /microchipped  inherited when elderly parents 
passed away but they were all feral cats that where left behind from others renting in the 
street at one stage there was over 10 cats here when parents called council for some help 
was told well you are feeding they are your problem now , this is not the attitude to have 
had .

A time curfew would be & will be hard to manage because people 
that work in town until 9pm & wont be home until about 10pm 
what are they going to do .Lots off people have chosen to live in 
Mount Barker & surrounding areas because of the ease to work 
down the freeway .So there would have be some leniency on this 
part of the hours .
I dont how in my circumstance how I would keep 4 unhandle by 
human cats inside over night it has taken over 2 years for them to 
trust me enough that they come in & eat there food ,I have 
provided them all with beds out side under the veranda & most 
evening all of them are there sleeping

FALSE Neighborhood Children V Cats  Nuisance 

unreasonably interferes with the peace, comfort or convenience of a person, including but not limited to a cat(s) displaying 
aggressive nature or creating unpleasant noise or odour;     Screaming.. Crying.. loud music.. .....Cats maybe once a week make a 
noise defending there area 

damages or otherwise has an adverse impact upon native flora or fauna;  Child climbing trees breaking off branches ....making bike 
jumps digging up dirt ...throwing sticks rocks at the birds .....  CATS ...bring back to Mice & Rats (everyday) once a bunny & the 
occasional pigeon 

acts in a manner that is injurious to a person’s real or personal property; or 
wanders onto land without the consent of the owner or occupier of the land.
The children climb in my garden damaging my plants or riding bike/scooter ripping up my lawn all with out permission to enter my 
property when they loose there ball in the garden .......Cat doesn't do this damage to my garden or lawn not even at the neighbors 
yes they do wander .
My Conclusion YOU THINK CATS ARE A NUISANCE ....SO if parents controlled there Kids I wouldn't hesitate to control the cats

Yes
How or who is going to control all the Rats & Mice that are breeding like crazy ....it has been millions of years of evolution a big chain of command in the animal kingdom that 
there are certain animals that keep others under control .
It is the HumanRace that is making animals extinct not Cats we are chopping down trees building stupid little townhouses on farming land we live in Mount Barker Not in 
Adelaide .
But everyday as I drive on the freeway I see DEAD ...Kangaroo/Koala/Birds/Deer/Foxes/Possums/ Echinda/Lizards/Cats.But let BLAME the Cat not the Humans driving Cars & 
Trucks .

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE You are punishing responsible cat owners. We will be 
wandering/roaming to another cat friendly council area.

FALSE Did God get it wrong ? I hope that you are big enough to reverse the curfew at the end of the war on cats

TRUE FALSE Registration only provides another unnecessary revenue source for council. Our cat is 
already micro-chipped which is all that is needed to reunite him with us if he should 
ever be 'lost'. We paid for the micro-chipping of our pet as we are responsible pet 
owners, we do not need council to enforce such unnecessary, draconian, money 
grabbing messures.

TRUE This is the only reasonable suggestion here. With the exception of registered businesses or 
animal refuges, for example, I see no problems with the 1 to 2 cats per household limit.

FALSE Feral cats impact wildlife, not domes c cats.
More draconian money grabbing.

FALSE Sounds like supporting bad neighbor behavior to me. If I don't like my neighbor I can just Dob them in for their cat digging holes in 
my yard. Even though it was really feral rabbits (of which there are plenty) council will just hit them with a fine for me because that is 
what they do. Good one. Way to encourage responsible neighborly behavior.

TRUE FALSE 1) How will being registered reunite cat with owners unless they have to actually wear 
a registra on disc. 
2) We find collar and bells forever falling off our cat. Because they climb trees etc they 
can't have the sturdy collar like dogs.
3) Our cat is already micro-chipped for the purpose of reunification. How will being 
registered improve on this?

TRUE If this helps keep any destruction under control I then have no objection. I find most 
people only have 1 or 2 cats anyway.

FALSE 1) We leave for work before 8am thus our cat would be stuck 
inside all day. This is not practical. On what basis did you choose 
8am and not  7am? Is there significant harm caused at 7am 
compared to 8am? We live in the hills and travel to work is often 
far reaching thus we leave earlier than someone who works close 
by.
2)We always aim to have our cat inside around 4pm in summer, 
but on occasion he vanishes and  stays outside for longer periods. 
We have no way of locating him and just wait until he returns, 
which he does. Most times he is in well before 8pm but on the 
rare occasion he stays out longer. 
 I agree it is good to be encouraged to bring your cat inside but I 
wouldn't want it enforced with a fine as I can not guarantee that 
he will come home when I call. This will make it too anxiety 
provoking and I would rather not own a cat. A cat tends to 
disappear and not always come to your call, unlike a dog.I have 
dogs and all these things can be done with dogs but are not so 
simple with cats due to their wandering nature.

FALSE "Unreasonable" needs to be defined. This is so open for exploita on.
1) A cat by nature wanders. How can you ensure they do not venture into someones yard? They would have to be kept in cages if 
outside. Is this what you are actually proposing?

2)  What is so negative about a cat wandering into your property? Surely we should be teaching tolerance for all animals.A resident 
will have to protect all animals/birds from foxes; and plants from  the rabbits so it's not likely that the removal of cats will allow a 
resident to stop having to take precau ons.

3)  A cat by nature will catch creatures. Many people get cats to help with the rats and mice which are prevalent in the hills. This 
helps keep the vermin under control. When is this okay and when isn't it? So if a cat catches a bird in my own back yard will I be 
fined? Where is the line drawn?

If there is a highly obvious case of destruction of property then this may be different but this line needs to be clearly defined.

I have lived in the hills for many years and never have I found other cats to be a nuisance. They are lovely animals but are not as easy to "control" as a dog. i can not see how 
these new proposed rules could work unless you are proposing that cats are to be kept in secure cages when outside. I think to understand the picture we need a much clearer 
picture of what the problem is. 
1) Is it wild cats or domes c cats that are causing the problem?
2) What sort of complaints about nuisance behaviour are being made at present and how frequently? Are they jus fied?
3) How o en are 1 - 2 cat families causing disturbances and nuisance behaviour? 

NOTE:  I agree that Cats need to be microchipped, desexed and can limit the number per house hold in an attempt to reduce damage to the environment. I do not agree that a 
curfew is enforced but certainly encouraged (with no negative repercussion).

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cats will wander...neighbours cats often defecate in our garden. How does council plan to stop this? We have to pick up after dogs. Cats should be confined to their own properties at all times.

FALSE TRUE This is a must to allow return of stray fines as well as re-coup of council expenses for 
cat management.

TRUE Definite maximun TRUE I would prefer this is an interim leading to eventual total curfew. TRUE I would like to see what action council will take when nuisance cats are reported. Current (reported) policy of hiring traps to 
residents but taking no action or responsibility itself, is a bit ordinary.

I have been a cat owner. Lovely pets, but their impact on the environment and neighbors is significant. Should only be allowed under strict controls. Kept in their own yards - 
or not at all.

TRUE FALSE it is a doubles up on what can already be achieved through the State  compulsory micro-
chipping.  ie reuni ng cats with their owners
Most money derived from registra on is consumed by administra on costs.

The only way registration should be considered is if the total money raised is used for 
subsidizing the cost of neutering / spaying and assisting residents to be able to care for 
their pets in times of difficulties ( eg domestic violence- temp shelter , financial 
hardship - feed & vet vouchers, even giving assistance to the elderly to ensure pets are 
healthy.)

TRUE but not for the reason you are quoting , the compulsory State desexing law will reduce the 
number of cats to the extent that some time in the future only expensive pedigree cats 
will be your only op on, poorly thought out. 

In general two cats can be supported well by most households with in the township , BUT 
likewise where  it has be assessed , a home owner has the ability to managed a greater 
number,this option should be available as a yearly low cost permit system. ie rural  or 
proper confinement on owner's property.
The cat limit should be phased in , so as not result in distress to multi cat households nor 
indiscriminate dumping of cats .

FALSE Nuisance cat behavior ? let's put it this way , a child screaming the 
supermarket down is nuisance behavior so you ban ALL children 
from the supermarket ?
The main reason cats need to be confined, is to protect from harm 
- traffic, nasty neighbors, becoming lost and  injury by other 
animals. Best practice in achieving this aim is to educate people . 
Pets ARE NOT  furkids, they do not need to go to clearing sales and 
farmer's market, nor do they want to be scared witless forced to 
hide in drains or under bushes because of people's strange belief , 
in par cularly that cats need to wander far and wide. 
The impact cats have on native wildlife pales to insignificant when 
compared to the irreparable damage that humans have done and 
continue to do , the environment is fast becoming unsustainable 
for any wildlife to survive.

FALSE Council can-not properly enforce the existing Dog & Cat Management Act and when it became absolutely necessary it can only be 
done through prosecution. A costly exercise to stop a cat from " defecating"  on the neighbour's garden , or "urinating on the 
doormat. Most of the listed nuisances are created (a) by entire cats breeding, holding territory  and  in general being allowed to 
wander -  again the State  de sexing law addresses in part  , and educating people on the benefit of containment is a wiser approach. 
(b) Exactly how do you plan on weeding out the cat haters, vexa ous neighbor, or whether a cat has "permission" to be it is .
The key part of this by-law is to ultimately caused angst among the community and for Council to employ more people to harass 
good honest people over their cat doing fairly normal things in  wrong place. The number of times Council has acted heavy handed 
and worsen the situation has become common place, to encourage people to act out against one another is not a role Council should 
be entertaining . Look towards Mediation and conciliation.

It has been recognized, pets in general are a benefit to humans, it keeps  humanity and compassion in  people but as a Controlling authority you should not be looking at 
reducing those benefits by introducing financial burdens or  putting in place  unachievable restrictions, Nor adding to  the already unworkable or non-enforceable duties of  
that Authority. The Cat by-laws should only be an extension  of encouragement towards higher responsibly by the owner of proper care and well being of the pet . These By-
laws have only been designed to limit and penalize the cat owners with out giving anything back ,  no fenced pussy play areas, no subsidized vet clinic days, not even a local 
"pound" should the cat escape and need holding until owner located.

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE I think it's heavy-handed. Certainly, my cat will be very unhappy 
with an 8pm to 8am curfew, because I work full-time and usually 
leave home before 8am. Please, please let the curfew end no later 
than 7am (which would still be after sunrise for most of the year).

TRUE A neighbour's cat sometimes wanders uninvited into my (suburban) property - not currently a nuisance (to me or my cat), but it does 
underline the Council's need for anti-nuisance powers.

FALSE TRUE I believe that all cats should be compulsorily registered and must be micro-chipped. TRUE None would be even better! FALSE The problem I've had over the past few years is that 70% of the 
cats visit our yard during the day, so I believe they should be 
confined to the premises 24/7.

TRUE ...but I don't know how Council is going to enforce it due to the fact that It's not concentrating on enforcing the dogs-on-leash by-law 
at Laratinga wetland and there are no "Dogs on Leash" signs in the new Springs road wetlands.

I believe all cats should be desexed unless they have a permit from Council to breed due to the fact that feral cats have increased in my area by at least 600% in the last 6 
months.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I hope that this will eventually lead to a 24-hour curfew for cats. TRUE It would be helpful if home-owners could be advised of  what action can be taken if cats are displaying nuisance behaviour on their 
properties.  In other words, what are people's rights and responsibilities be with regard to nuisance cats?

I am strongly in favour of curtailing the disastrous impact of cats on the natural environment, and I think the by-law is a good first step for our area.

FALSE TRUE FALSE TRUE i think cats should be kept indoors so they clean up after them and 
they will soon learn what  the land owners have to  with in their 
gardens

TRUE i strongly agree  there is one ginger and white cat that keeps coming in my property defecates and urinates in my garden has even 
urinated on my car several times now has got into the airconditoner also it has been killing native birds for quite some t[me i am very 
angry about this

i have spoken to the owners firstly blaming other cats. second time my answer was i will do the best i can.problem still not solved. my daughter then spoke to them again 
because it had killed two birds in two weeks we gave them some bells but this is not working.last weekend they went away and left the cat to defend its self killing a bird 
Saturday and Sunday night i send the owner a text message to come and see me on their return.they have not come to see me. as i am very very angry about  this i am shooing 
out of my property daily two or three times.also on the Sunday night it come into my property three times and the fourth time she went outside to see what was going on 
because it was meowing and got rid of it at 4.20am resulting in no sleep she not at all happy because she had to work Monday

TRUE FALSE I believe that registration is unnecessary if all cats are microchipped and owners update 
their records when moving home. I hope that if compulsory registration is introduced, 
any fees will be kept to a minimum. If fees are excessive, people will be disinclined to 
comply and may decide not to rescue dumped or unwanted cats because of the 
financial burden. For many people, a cat is a treasured companion and chosen instead 
of a dog because it is relatively inexpensive to care for and thus more affordable. Any 
fees charged should reflect the relative monetary value of the animal.

TRUE As we currently have only one cat anyway, this will not affect me personally, but I think 
this limit may well result in some people simply failing to register any cats in excess of the 
limit, and discourage people from providing rescue homes to stray or unwanted cats, 
potentially actually increasing the numbers of nuisance strays allowed to run free, harm 
the environment and spread disease.

FALSE I see that there are benefits to maintaining a curfew, but I believe 
that 6 or 7 am is more reasonable as many people need to leave 
for work well before 8 am and will wish to let their cats outdoors 
before they go.

TRUE

FALSE TRUE Cat owners would hopefullybecome more responsibe.  Maybe less cats wandering 
around other people's property with no hope of knowing if they are stays or belong to 
someone

TRUE TRUE Maybe control cats wandering into other peoples property at 
night - aimlessly killing wild life and spraying people's front doors 
which has been problem in our area of late

TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Curfew is justified.  Neighbours cats have decimated the local 
birdlife.  Am sick of picking up dead birds near my bird bath.  
Vegetation planted to attract native birds, yet am only providing a 
food source for the straying cats neighbour does not keep under 
control.  Needs to be a financial penalty when it can be proven 
cat's owner negligent.  Warnings are pointless, won't alter 
behaviour.

TRUE 1.  how will it be enforced?  Should be a penalty applied when people frequently let  their cats onto other's property.
2.Neighbour gets cats, doesn't look a er them, so wander in search of food/water
3. My property become their toilet, so danger of passing on feline diseases to my cats as i use natural earth for their li er trays.
4. My cats kept inside all the time, too dangerous to let out, people who don't like cats and traffic increasing in side streets

People die, move out and leave their cat(s) behind. Nobody to look a er once loved pets.
Cats get sick, get remain in their usual habit or area. Previous home owner/occupier should be held financially accountable for the welfare of the cat.
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE My cat is about twelve years old to now expect it to change it 
behavio ur and stay in at night is both cruel and impractical.

FALSE

FALSE TRUE It will be interesting to see how this is enforced. TRUE TRUE We live in a rural area and are sick of cats harassing our chickens 
and marking on vehicles. We wonder if these cats are feral and 
would value being able to obtain a cat trap to remove them.

TRUE Please make traps freely available to land holders. My dogs have to be registered I don’t see why cat owners are not required to do the same. This also goes for wandering dogs but cats are ok?

TRUE FALSE responsible cat owners have their cats microchipped, neutered and vaccinated and do 
the right thing.  Once again it's the minority irresponsible owners who spoil it for the 
majority who do take cat ownership seriously.  Microchipping already does what you 
are proposing, reuni ng a lost cat with it's owner.  
This is doubling up on a system already in place.

FALSE i have 3 cats, my house and garden are well maintained.  I have the Oscillot cat 
containment system in place to stop my cats jumping into the neighbours gardens.
Encourage more people to use cat containment systems and create a garden to stimulate 
their cats with climbing frames and plants that cats love.
Look for a positive spin on the situation rather than continually penalising pet owners and 
making them fork out more money than we already do.

If you look at the studies that have been done, the impact on 
wildlife at night is minimal in urban areas.
We don't have a curfew on dogs staying in at night.  My neighbour 
leaves his dog out all night and it continually barks....that's a 
nuisance...but what do the council do about that?

FALSE It's not cat nuisance behaviour...it's irresponsible owner nuisance behaviour.
What about noisy dogs all day and all night?
Encourage and work with irresponsible or uneducated pet owners to encourage and help them become responsible owners.

It doesn't take rocket science to open your eyes and look around the streets to see the messy gardens, the people who don't take care of their kids or their property and you'll 
find the people who don't take care of their cats...or dogs.

FALSE TRUE if dogs have to be so should cats TRUE as long as they are contained TRUE i agree with curfew TRUE i strongly agree as there are many cats in our street that rome around i have spoken to the neighbors twice about their cat urinating on my car and defecates in the garden but blamed  the other cats around the the second time my answer was i 
will see what i can do the time my daughter spoke to them about our concern of how many birds it is killing four in three weeks we gave them three bells to put on the collar 
but it has killed another bird last week i am very unhappy about because i like to feed them i now put seed out 10am to 6pm

FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE I do support a curfew but from 2230-0800, which would cater for 
shift workers and workers commuting each day - this would apply 
to a lot of Mt Barker residents who would need to leave well 
before 0800 to arrive at work on time given the travel time.  As 
someone who works long hours, and as a previous shift worker, 
trying to keep this curfew would be almost impossible.

TRUE This really depends though on how you plan to enforce the cat nuisance behaviour, the extent of is not really clear in the by-law.  Will 
this include euthanasing animals or having them put in a shelter if a household has too many - will the council support local shelters 
to accommodate this?  
It is important I believe to encourage neighbours to speak with each other about any issues they may have with out residents animals 
in the first instance.

The bylaw doesn't take into consideration that cats can escape (they are slippery little suckers) or don't always come home as expected.  To be considered 'guilty' of an offence 
in this situation seems rather extreme.

FALSE TRUE TRUE Its ok if they have a 24 hour curfew. FALSE Cats kill birds & native wildlife 24 hours a day.And they are a 
nuisance to neighbours 24 hour a day.A 12 hour curfew is 
pointless.

TRUE Cats not under a 24 hour curfew will do all the above listed activities,& be a nuisance.

FALSE TRUE TRUE As long as they have a 24 hour curfew I support a 2 cat limit. FALSE I think cats should be confined to the owners property at all 
times.My son,my daughter & I are all separate ratepayers in Mt 
barker.We all have trouble with cats.We have just as much trouble 
in the day as in the night.The cats fight,chase each 
other,yowl,leave poo in the garden.They also kill birds & lizards in 
the day .There should be a 24 hour curfew for cats.

TRUE Cats will do all of the above nuisances unless they have a 24 hour curfew.This seems obvious.

TRUE TRUE FALSE As long as the cats are desexed, kept indoors and in good conditions this should not be 
made mandatory

TRUE TRUE

TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I congratulate the council on this initiative. It is recognising the 

destructive hunting instincts of a non native predator that is 
wreaking havoc on native species. A curfew is excellent however it 
is sending a mixed message that although your cat can’t wander at 
night, it is free to be uncontained during the day. It is still a good 
way to start the momentum for owning and containing cats 
Responsibly.

TRUE Yes, I see cats killing native birds in my fully fenced yard that has native bird attracting plants. I  shoo out cats every day and can 
identify 5 different individuals. They also come onto the verandah and spray on furniture and cushions. They poop in the vegetable 
patch. A litter of kittens were born behind the shed last year, and ended up at Lonsdale.

Thank you for introducing the cat by-law, I appreciate your hard work on this. Cat ownership should hold a greater sense of responsibility  and owners more aware of the 
impact of an uncontrolled and wandering cat.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I strongly believe cats should be confined to the home 24 hours 
per day, 7 days per week. This would eliminate the possibility of 
indiscriminate breeding, which can only have a greater positive 
impact on the reduction of feral cat numbers.

TRUE I would like to see the By-Laws require all cats, including the allowable 2 per household, be sterilised.

FALSE FALSE Microchipping cats is already in place, so registering cats is another profit making 
scheme for a council that has abundance in finance and overpaid councillors who 
makes irrelevant decisions for the community of Mount Barker.

TRUE 2 cats.....2 chickens.....2 dogs......2 goats.......Too many by laws made by council that appear 
to prioritise irrelevant policies.

FALSE If they reach the mature age, then cats are allowed to go out 
anytime, anywhere and to any place. Freedom of movement is a 
right. If the cat is young of age, then he/she ought to be 
accompanied by a responsible cat.

FALSE What type of cat breeds is the council focussing upon? Cats attacking humans? Cats not gaining consent? How is the council going to 
police the nuisance cats? .....3 strikes and the cat goes to the impound?The impound will be overrun, overcrowded and inevitably, 
every tax payer will be feeding and sheltering the scourge of the cat society!!!

Yes......the Council's by law is another money making scheme. Why don't we have a by law for nuisance Councils and councillors , who have GREATER adverse and 
IRREVERSIBLBE effect upon the community, nature/ wildlife and environment. Mount Barker council ought to focus on more important and pressing matters than that of cats, 
be they nusiance or not.

FALSE TRUE Cats are no different to dogs as far as family benefits and responsibilty ... hence same 
rules should apply.

TRUE Teo cats is too many really. Limit to one without due evidence re good management 
better.

TRUE But 24/7 preferable. TRUE In the last 5 years at my home the large number of native wrens and finches has dropped from 50 to NIL. At the same time the 
number of cats visiting my property has accelerated from one to five!!! Enough said,!

The dog msnagement in the district seems to be working well. Cats managed by owners as dogs is not impossible with approriate containment but more importantly if 
someone wants anything in life it is a condition that neighbours and other members of the community should not suffer for their life choice, in this case owning that implies 
proper management of cats.

TRUE FALSE It’s just another expense to me and my kids FALSE TRUE FALSE
TRUE FALSE There has been published material which says that money from cat registration will be 

used to euthanise feral cats. Currently this cost is not met by council. With only 30% of 
homes owning a cat why is it the responsibility of these dat owners to fund the control 
of feral cats. Dog registration giv so the owners of dogs use of the dog park, poo bags 
for use on walks and collection service for dogs on the street. If cats are needed to be 
registered then perhaps the owners of caged birds should have them registered and 
the council could use the money to fund the corella problem. No that would not be fair 
Zi hear you cry and neither is cat registration especially if you go ahead with confining a 
cat to the owners property.

FALSE If cats are desexed then even if you have ten in your home there can be no unwanted 
kittens. If you are going ahead with confinement of cats to the owners property then they 
cannot become a nuisance. I have been kept awake many a night by dogs barking but 
never by a cat meowing. It is not the job of council to have a nanny state regime to protect 
those on welfare.

TRUE I think a curfew of 8am to 8pm is reasonable. If you have a cat 
then yes you want it to be safe in the home at night but a cat will 
like to get out and about during the day. Cats obviously have a bad 
effect on the local wildlife but I wonder how this compares to the 
effect on the wildlife by the mass destruction of their home 
environment to build yet more houses in the amount Mount 
Barker area. Which is having the biggest impact on the wildlife?

FALSE Are cats having a more damaging effect on native flora and fauna than the building of houses in the Mount Barker area? The council 
is totally ineffective at stopping owners of dogs leaving dog poo all over the streets of Mount Barker, a problem which is getting 
worse and significant. I am not sure how they would be able to manage this situation better with cats.

The registration of cats in yet another tax on the Australian family. The Herald reported that Ian Grosser wanted to change the draft to ensure cats are confined to the owners 
property at all times. This would not be appropriate. It is lovely to have a walk, see a cat and stop to have a chat and a stroke of the cat. Cats need exercise and walking of a cat 
on a lead is not where I want to see this heading.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE i will be very happy when the curfew comes in place TRUE strongly agree have had enough of defecates and urine in the garden and on my car cannot wait for the law to come place
FALSE TRUE TRUE discourage carless ownership of roaming numbers. TRUE should be the same as dogs . Confined 24/7 unless under control TRUE Control must be swift and effective, animal removed permanently if a repeat offender . We have been on the receiving end of a neighbour with up to 7 cats, taking over our yard ,urinating , defecting . Lack of control laws have been too long in the making. For the 

sake of our wildlife and neighbourhood , changes need to happen now.
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I think a 24 hour curfew would be much better. Many of the cats 

creating problems are seen during daylight hours. If I was a cat 
owner I would confine my cat 24 hours a day, which is what I did 
when I did own a cat. It is also what family and friends do because 
they value their cat's welfare.

TRUE The proposed cat by-laws are a brilliant idea. I'm just not sure how they can be policed.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE As a previous cat only and seen what damage they do to na ve wildlife would not even allow cats outside, day or night. 
Then there is the agreement around feral cats and their destruction.

TRUE TRUE important for reunification of owner and pet, good idea. TRUE any more than two cats will no doubt cause a management issue for the owner and 
surrounding neighbours. the more cats, the more likely they will mark their areas more.

TRUE I have at least 6 cats in my backyard every night hunting, while i try 
to support my local na ve bird life.
The cats fight on shed roofs, around my back door at all hours.
the owners have all been spoken to politely, and all of them 
believe the cats have the right to roam and hunt whenever they 
like.

I have raised the fence height to prevent nightly cats hunting my 
yard, to no avail
the sooner we enforce this curfew the be er, 
it seems many people dont care about our native birds, or their 
right to breed safely, 
they feel as though i am somehow intruding on their rights to 
have their cats hunt where and when they like .
the cat fights over territory are at least twice a week.
i believe I live in a belligerent local neighbourhood around mt 
barker south primary, with a real lack of social accountability 
endemic throughout many households..

TRUE I would be so relived, and so would the 17 species of na ve birds that use my backyard for nes ng,food and shelter.
some of these species use the iron bark trees in my yard to fledge their young, including goshawk parents, and many varieties of 
insec vore and nectre feeding.

we also have bats, and ring tails that i am trying to support and protect.

when will you implement the changes, so we can start suppor ng our local wildlife in our yards, 
without the endless trail of cats that visit my front and rear yard.?
please note, we own a cat, and he is a very happy contented house cat.

TRUE TRUE Consideration should be given to people who confine their cats permanently as the 
likely hood of them being lost is reduced. My cat is microchipped but will not wear a 
collar.

FALSE I do support a limit on the number of cats but "2 cats per household" treats a single 
person the same as a family of say 5 people. If the cats are desexed there is no chance of 
kittens. Something fairer like max 2 per person or 4 per household or similar might be 
more appropriate.

TRUE Cats should be confined at all times. TRUE Confining cats at all times would prevent all of these problems.

TRUE TRUE FALSE I own 2 cats who live indoors and who are desexed and vaccinated. I think it is an 
unreasonably low limit at 2 cats. I may wish to consider fostering/ rescuing a third. If a 
couple decided to have a 3rd child that would not be considered an overall large family. 
Whilst I support a number limit 2 is too restrictive.

TRUE Broadly supportive in suburban areas. Not practical in rural areas 
or on  properties. Shed cats eat mice, which in turn keeps snakes 
away from residences.

TRUE Alternatively fund cat desexing

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE It will be very hard for cats that are usually allowed out. FALSE You can’t stop cats going into other people’s land and doing their business I hope the council will pick up stray cats and take them to the shelter, the same as the dogs. If we have to pay for registration
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE Council within its rights to control numbers of cats as they do with dogs and I fully 

support this move.  As a former cat owner I always kept my cats in at night 
understanding this is when they can do the most damage to wildlife and create a 
nuisance.  Keeping cats in over night was never a problem.  In the longer term owners 
should also be required to confine animals to their own property.  All of these things 
are imposed on dog owners and I can’t see why cats should be treated any differently.  
Microchipping is also valid to determine ownership but equally as valid for 
enforcement reasons.

TRUE The new dog and cat management rules should have this effect without limiting numbers 
but from a nuisance point of view this is a good idea.

TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE FALSE Provided that they are kept inside and in good health, I would support a limit of 5, 
depending on property size.

TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE I think its a great thing, i get sk many stray cats in my yard and they are a nuisance. TRUE TRUE TRUE

TRUE FALSE My cat is microchip I feel this is enough TRUE FALSE FALSE
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE TRUE I do not have any issues with the registration, but cats are renowned for losing their 
collars so therefore losing registration disc. as the law states all cats must be 
microchipped (which mine are ).

TRUE I think if a household has gone to the expense of putting in a cat run or enclosure this rule 
should have a bit of leniency   because the cats are restricted to the owners property. I am 
not saying they should have free range on the number allowed.

TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE FALSE We own more than 2 cats FALSE FALSE
TRUE FALSE Cats should be microchipped.

Cats wearing collars can cause injury by hanging with some collars.
Cats often get their collars off, this is the safest collar for a cat, they are designed in this 
way for the safety of a cat. Replacing lost registration disc’s  is going to become an 
issue.

TRUE Unless it is a registered breeder, or farm/ large property, cats also help at reducing 
vermon numbers which inturn can also reduce snakes.

FALSE Ridiculous.... if cats are microchipped & desexed I can’t see there 
is an issue.
Cats are going to fight, urinate, wander regardless if it’s day or 
night, that cannot tell the time, they do not have the obedient 
behaviour as a dog. Will you be offering cat obedience classes   
?????

FALSE I do not feel it is in the nature of all cat breeds to be confined. This will cause other issues, fines unable to be paid so we just 
surrender cats to be rehomed at shelters. The cost that cat owners will face as council require registration of cats & management of 
controlling this.Our council rates are already extreme so is this how you will cover this ... increase rates???
With the excessive building in the area mice / vermon are at a plague propor on, which is be er cats wandering or disease ??? 
Keeping vermon under control also keeps snakes away... mice encourage snakes. The cats can be a benefit.

All concerns & comments listed above.

TRUE TRUE The reason for registration should be to ensure castration/desexing is carried out as 
well as microchipping. Without those rules, it is merely a revenue raising grab by 
Council and will not be adhered to by anyone who keeps an indoor cat. A desexing and 
microchip certificate MUST be provided to waive/reduce the registration fee.

FALSE Limiting the number of cats kept will do NOTHING to reduce the numbers of kittens. 
Compulsory Desexing and microchipping is the only way to combat the problem.
If a responsible person has proof of the above, then they should be able to keep more 
than 2 cats within their home, if they choose to.

TRUE Cats can escape, despite an owners best efforts. If the animal is 
microchipped and desexed it will be much easier to 
control/recapture and locate owner. Cats don't tend to be 
obedient like dogs, so fines should be as a last resort for repeat 
offenders.

TRUE As long as Council enforces Dog nuisance behaviour as a priority....?? I don't believe that the message for compulsory desexing and microchipping has been made strong enough in the draft plan. Council will be criticised for making a registration 
cash grab if that situa on us not the first and foremost requirement.
Desexing and microchipping of ALL domestic cats will go a very long way to reducing/removing the current issues of cat management in the Community. An owner is far less 
likely to let an animal roam if they have paid out considerable money for it. Registration fees should only need to be a small token to the National Animal registry once proof of 
the above is provided.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Just a money making exercise for the councils TRUE FALSE Enjoy the increases rodent population FALSE Some of it not all of it
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Dogs aren't allowed to roam during the day - why are cats 

different please? Cats need to either be kept indoors or in cat 
enclosures regardless of the time of day.

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE As long as it isn't expensive as my cats are indoors and don't go out so don't want to 

pay excessively for cats that don't go outside ever.
FALSE I have 3. No plans to get more but if they're indoor cats only I don't see there should be a 

limit.
TRUE Fed up with cats out at night harassing my cats through the 

window, digging up my yard and being on my car.
TRUE It's to keep cats safe but also wildlife etc. Too many cats roaming the streets without the owners caring.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE Compulsory cat registration is a great idea that can not only help owners be reunited 

with their lost pets but also be used as a way to keep track of problem animals.
FALSE I believe that compulsory registration and desexing of cats along with compulsory 

confinement to their owners properties will fix the majority of problems that pet cats 
present. Limiting people to two cats per property isn't a realistic solution if other 
measures are not put in place to control the animals. Responsible pet owners should be 
able to have more than two pet cats provided they meet all other regulations.

TRUE While this is a step in the right direction a curfew is not the 
answer, cats must be confined to their owners property at all 
times for us to stop seeing such a drastic impact on our native 
wildlife. A cat does not know when 8pm is and most will come 
back whenever they feel like it so this is going to be near 
impossible to enforce not only for owners but the authorities as 
well.

TRUE Once again just another problem that can be solved by compulsory confinement to the owners property, you can make as many 
changes as you like to try and appear to be trying to please the community but until compulsory confinement is brought into effect 
we will realistically not see any changes as the likelihood of any of these new laws actually getting policed are next to none unless 
people and or pets are harmed due to a cats actions.

Compulsory confinement at all times, compulsory registration and compulsory desexing of cats are the only options to help fix the current issues that cats present in our 
environment. All these half measures that don't get policed are pointless and until people are prepared to make real changes and take responsibility for their pets and actions 
we will not see any real changes.

TRUE FALSE I have had a cat for 5 years and she has been an indoor cat the whole time...I totally 
disagree with registration as she has had no impact on flora or fauna

FALSE TRUE TRUE

FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Should be 24/7 not just at night. Also 8pm is way too late. TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE not necessary for desexed cats kept indoors 24/7. TRUE FALSE curfew should be 24/7 like all other pets. TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE All cats should be desexed except for a registered breeder TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE We NEED something like this, with a neighbour with increasing cat numbers, we have 

little to no wildlife left in the vicinity.
TRUE TRUE I support his however it should be 24/7. Dog owners can't let our 

dogs wander, ever, so I fail to see why cats can.
TRUE

TRUE FALSE If you can prove your cats are inside cats you should should be exempt from paying cat 
registration.

TRUE TRUE Would be a bit difficult to always adhere to the curfew if you have 
outside cats. They’re like teenagers, they only come home when 
they want to lol.

TRUE But a 2 warnings first would be good. Proof needed too.

FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE Dogs are more of a nuisance. Barking day and night. Biting children. Aggressive behaviour when walking past houses. Dog droppings 
not picked up by owners.

We have homeless people in Mt Barker. The Council should be concentrating tbeir efforts on helping these people especially now the cold weather will soon be here. They 
probably wish they were someone's pet and could be pampered like they are.  Thanks for opportunity to comment.

TRUE FALSE Yes FALSE No not with approval of cat registra on plus new desexing and microchip laws.
Not fair to people who foster and rescue

TRUE Absolutely support this. FALSE With curfew approved I don't think this will be necessary nor do I think it would be positive Please bring in cat containment & cat registration(hopeful not too expensive)

TRUE FALSE FALSE We have rescued cats and have 5 that live with us. I agree that an excessive number of 
animals may be harmful for the animal themselves but ours are all fed, groomed and 
looked after. I think this is s case by case suggestion.

FALSE If a cat is a known continues nuisance then it should be the 
owners responsibility. If a neighbor is having issues then surely a 
face to face conversation would be enough? If not then a formal 
complaint that results in a fine that gets donated to an animal 
shelter could be a good way to go?

TRUE If a fine is given to the owner of a nuisance cat then the money from that fine should be a donation to an animal shelter.

TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE What reason do you have for not making it a 24/7 curfew. Dogs 

aren’t allowed to just roam the streets during the day so why 
should cats be able to when they’re the ones imposing a huge 
threat to our native wildlife? An inside cat stays inside, people can 
take their cats for walks or build secure enclosures/fences like all 
dog owners do. 
Any cats caught outside during these times shouldcrecieve 
sonesott of fine or strike system before losing the ability to own a 
cat.

TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE The wandering may be hard to enforce. Though I personally believe all  cats should be kept Indoors.  Or in an enclosed run.

TRUE TRUE My 6 cats are registered with DACO. FALSE I volunteer with an animal welfare organisation and as a consequence have 6 cats as they 
simply did not get any opportunity to be adopted, despite the welfare organisation’s (and 
my) best efforts to adopt them out. (Note - I have fostered 60+ cats for this organisation 
which did find homes). All cats have been vetted, microchipped, desexed, regularly 
wormed and flea treated whilst in foster and are STRICTLY indoor only cats. My house is 
very spacious, clean and hygienic (no smells or mess) - the cats do not have an impact on 
any other person outside our house. As these cats have already failed to be 
adopted/rehomed due to the MASSIVE stress already on animal welfare organisations to 
rehome displaced animals, I fear mass euthanasia of family pets will become the solution 
to ensuring compliance with this limit in existing multi cat households unless exemptions 
can be given to people such as myself who have always been responsible cat owners (also 
a big advocate and community educator on the importance of desexing, microchipping 
and keeping cats indoors at all times).

TRUE I am a big advocate for keeping cats indoors at all times and I 
promote this through the animal welfare organisation I volunteer 
for.

TRUE As above - the animal welfare organisation I volunteer for strongly advocate for indoor only (or enclosed cat run or yard) cat 
ownership, however, I do have concerns for TNR colonies within the community as they should be allowed to live out their natural 
life undisturbed (where TNR colonies are appropriately managed and monitored, they will eventually die out, eliminating the colony 
from the community)

I sincerely hope exemptions will be granted for existing multi cat households who are responsible (ie have desexed, microchipped, vaccinated, flea and worm treated and 
registered their cats) and are providing safe and healthy indoor only environments for their cats. I also hope that I will not be prevented from being able to continue my 
volunteer work (including fostering) for the animal welfare charity I work with and support. Please consider the needless burden you will put on already struggling animal 
welfare charities to rehome (or more likely be forced to euthanase) thousands of healthy, loved family pet cats if you do not grant exemptions to existing multi cat households 
who are doing the right thing. In my experience those people who are genuinely responsible for their cats and do the right thing have more than two cats. All of my 6 cats 
were overlooked for adoption by the public as they each have special medical needs in some form so trying to rehome 4 of them would not be successful or in the best interest 
of the cat.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Furthermore, cats should be fenced in or enclosed during the 
day.in the house's yard.
Are cats allowed to kill wildlife between the hours of 8am and 
8pm?

TRUE

TRUE FALSE In theory no it is easily misused and hard to police, but in practice I do, my cats are 
chipped and neutered.

FALSE Should be based on house size, not arbitrary point on a map. TRUE Good idea, but hard to police. FALSE Based on the issues my indoor cats have "caused" with nuisance neighbours, no. Cat haters are going to find a way to hate on cats no 
matter where they are.

I support some ideas but too few to allow this to go unchallenged.

TRUE FALSE I can understand dog rego being useful in such a scenario, but cats are smaller, quieter, 
and tend to go places dogs can't, and so would evade usual methods of capture. This 
just seems like an extra financial burden on cat owners, many who choose cats over 
dogs do so because they're cheaper in council costs, as well as food.

FALSE The number of cats should be determined by house size, not street address. 2 indoor cats 
in a bedsit would be horrific. Conversely, a 5 bedroom house could hold 3-4 cats with little 
to no ill effect.

FALSE Cats hunt day or night. It you want to curb nuisance cats, make 
spaying compulsory, and any caught cat that is chipped should get 
spayed, and the owner should pick up the bill (unless it's a 
breeding cat, of course)

FALSE I think that nuisance differs person to person. I don't mind cats in my yard. Others never want them on their property. It should be 
their responsibility to report the animal and catch it and give it to the council, not the councils responsibility to go chasing the cat 
down. But why stop at cats? Why not deal with nuisance possums? and Nuisance magpies? Where does it end?

If you want to have a positive impact on the environment, and socially, regarding cats, make house lots larger, and advertise that cats need to be desexed, with details of 
several local vets, as well as help for those on low incomes so that people know it's a requirement.

TRUE FALSE My cats are always indoors and never go outside. I refuse to pay registration. Just 
because someone else's cat is outside destroying stuff

TRUE FALSE Won't work and staff can't enforce it. FALSE There are more important things that need to be addressed Instead of worrying about this fix the infrastructure in mount barker. Growing town and it will only get worse with time. You have roads in dyer need of repairs, sections of 
roads that need crossings and multiple other issues. Cats are the last thing I'd be worried about. If not I'll run for council and get it up-to scratch.

TRUE TRUE As long as it is free FALSE Because of compulsory de-sexing of all cats unless a registered breader the reasoning for 
the limit is not necessary also what about people who foster for rescue groups

TRUE TRUE But only for personal damage or property damage

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
TRUE FALSE My cat is microchiped. Registration will make no difference. TRUE TRUE I support cat curfew,  but from 0700 to 730pm. It is nearly impossible to prevent a cat wandering into other property.  What is the result of a cat is deemed to be a nuisance?

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE Should be imposed in a case by case basis on serial nuisance cats. TRUE

TRUE TRUE My cats are totally indoor.  Therefore have the registration for outside cats. TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE It is a revenue raising exercise only. TRUE FALSE I support the curfew for new pets but this will be very difficult for 

cats that have had freedom for several years, I have tried to keep 
mine in but they just howl all night and scratch at windows.

FALSE

TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE
TRUE FALSE I am not completely against registration, but have some concerns - it adds yet another 

bill to our budget and if we are required to make our cats wear a disc or similar then I 
will struggle as my cat slipped several collars and now doesn't wear one (indoor cat).

FALSE I support a limit, but perhaps 3? TRUE Absolutely support this 100%. Cats should not be roaming at night. TRUE Thankyou for looking at tightening laws, I am a cat owner who keeps my cat inside. I will never understand owners who let their cats roam freely off their property.
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE We have a nuisance cat in our neighbour hood at the moment 
which keeps trying to fight our indoor cats through windows and 
screen doors. So reducing damage to our house and stress to our 
animals by enforcing a curfew would be ideal.

TRUE

FALSE TRUE I thought cats were already required by law to be registered...? TRUE This should be law already.. TRUE Needs to be a 24 hour containment to the cats property. TRUE Hefty fines for irresponsible, naive, arrogant cat owners. Enforce it now, just do it already. I am fed up with cats shitting on my property and winding up my dogs.
TRUE TRUE Needs to be free or quite cheap for it to work FALSE Maybe 3? FALSE Needs to be a 24/7 curfew TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Our dogs will chase/kill any cat that strays into our property. I will 

not be held responsible for any injury to a cat that strays into my 
property. This is a good reason for the curfew.

TRUE So many cats are seen wondering around at all hours of the day, particularly around bluestone/springlake. I know of a

TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE It's essential, as it is for dogs TRUE TRUE The curfew should be 24 hours TRUE Fully support the cat by-law and efforts to reduce the horrendous impact that cats have on our native wildlife.
TRUE FALSE Compulsory cat registration is useless. Honestly, cat owners are already required to 

have cats in their possession microchipped. Said microchip includes the owners name 
and contact details in the event of a lost cat. Registering a cat is useless because in 
Most cases, they cannot wear a registration tag like a dog can on their collars because 
in general cats react unfavourably to collars. Cats can cause harm to themselves when 
wearing collars, so owners that have their cats wear collars often have collars that tear 
off when under pressure. For example, if a cat gets snagged on something by it's collar 
it'll struggle, a non-tear collar will hang the animal, a tear collar will tear off and let the 
cat free.. But of course this would lose the registration tag. Which makes it pointless to 
have in the first place and the lost cat would have to be identified by a microchip.. I'm 
sure you see where this is going.

FALSE People with more than one cat in a house hold often have all their cats desexed. Meaning, 
they won't reproduce. Citing this as a reason for limiting cats in a house hold is ridiculous. 
Furthermore, cats are not dogs, they don't need as much space as a dog does and they 
generally don't bark or howl, so keeping more of them in a residence is acceptable without 
causing health, nuisance or welfare issues. 
However, I can agree that animal hoarding is an issue for some people. I would propose a 
limit of cats in regards to the number of people occupying a house. For example: 1 person 
household, 2 cat maximum without special permission. 2 person house hold, 3 cats. and so 
fourth, with allowances for people who already have over that number of animals in 
residence. Also there should be an allowance for people with special circumstances, like if 
someone's relative dies and leaves you their cat when you already have a couple of your 
own.

TRUE Cats should be indoor animals only in the first place because they 
have a significant negative impact on native wildlife, so I can agree 
with a curfew for them being in place. I would only wonder what 
would happen in the event of an accidental escape? As once a cat 
has been allowed out previously they become quite masterful at 
getting out.

TRUE I can support this idea, but would put emphasis on that it's the Owners that should be fined or similar, Not the animals that are 
punished.

I think this law needs more consideration.

TRUE FALSE Not necessary for indoor cat that never venture outside the house.

Support registration for outdoor cats with the potential to roam off their owners 
property.

TRUE TRUE TRUE Education is needed about options to prevent cats roaming. What options are available to people who have other peoples cats coming onto their property other that notifying Council? Simply notifying Council won't stop the cat, 
especially if it is difficult to determine where the cat's home is. Will it be possible to borrow a cat trap from Council and trap cats coming onto a property?

TRUE FALSE I think it should be an option but not necessarily compulsory. TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE I have tried to keep one of my cats in ( the other is happy to stay 

in) but he just cries all night, making more noise than he normally 
would.

FALSE Very hard to ask around for places for my cat to pee and only keep my cat to those places! If a neighbor photos my cat pooping in their garden I would be happy to clean it up and spray the area to try and stop him doing it again.

FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE ridiculous
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE FALSE People already have the option to microchip their cats. Cat registration will only create 

more paperwork (and this will cost too) and put financial strain on families for little or 
no benefit.

FALSE Two is not many pets. FALSE Cats don't come when you call.
It is unfair to keep cats inside all the time. They need sunlight and 
fresh air too.

I used to have a cat, he was mostly outdoors...refused to stay 
inside at night. He lived until he was 22.

FALSE How are you going to police this? Responsible pet owners already look a er their cats and ensure the care of wildlife. 
Pressure to bring in these laws has come from a noisy few.
Allowing omes cated cats to roam will keep feral cats (which are the real problem) out of the area.

Also.
I am currently living in Jerusalem. (I return in a few months.)  They have cats everywhere...and the cats are **protected by law** keeping them locked away is just ot the only 
option.

TRUE TRUE TRUE I already have more than 2 cats who live at this property.... I so not want to give any up so 
would seek an exemption however not replace any that die

TRUE While I support a cat curfew I believe it needs to end at 7am as 
lots of people head to work on the city before 8am

TRUE I think there is a place for warnings about nuisance behaviour I Don's ot frustrating that I lock my cats up at night yet deal with other peoples cats fighting on my lawn.... clear information about how to report nuisance cats would help

FALSE TRUE I had cats and they were microchipped. I feel this is a great way to register them. A vet 
can scan them and find their owners.

TRUE Absolutely! I was a foster carer for an animal shelter and it’s incredible how many people 
get an undesexed cat and then say can’t afford to desex it. Then the animal shelter ends 
up cleaning up that mess when there are a ton of unwanted kittens! So frustrating. This 
should have been done years ago. A dog or cat that is not desexed should be illegal to own 
unless they are a registered breeder!

FALSE That’s hard for people that want to head off to work at 6am and 
have can’t let their cat out to do its business before they leave for 
the day. Plus, who says a cat won’t be a nuisance between 8am 
and 8pm? At least the birds are in bed at nighttime!

FALSE Yes! Concentrate on the desexing topic when introducing this Cat By-Law and if not, start supporting those that spend their own money saving and rehoming all the unwanted 
animals.

TRUE TRUE FALSE If the cats are desexed , I don't have a problem with more than 2 cats per household.
 The problem is irresponsible people who do not desex their animals.

FALSE FALSE

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE YES!!! I support this 100%. Owners should also be educated on 

how to contain their cats in their back yards ONLY during the days 
to furthur protect our native animals.

TRUE I think By-Laws for cats is an awesome idea, especially the Curfew. Well Done. I vote YES.

TRUE TRUE FALSE This is foolish - why limit desexed cats? Council allowed for excessive development in Mt 
Barker with small homes and yards, what was expected exactly? And why should a rural 
property have the same limitations?

FALSE 8am is late for city workers. Sunrise/sunset is practical. FALSE Ridiculous. So a cat walks on your lawn or pees in your gardenand it’s a nuisance?! Please! We have actual crime that gets less 
consideration with humans who can judge the parameters of property ownership.

There is opportunity to make sensible and practical rules, but some of these suggestions are just ridiculous.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE TRUE At present we have three but not by choice.... adopted 2. FALSE We live in a semi rural area and our cats can come in and out 

through the cat door when they please. They keep downbthe rats, 
mice and rabbits. They very rarely catch a bird.

FALSE

TRUE TRUE FALSE I have grown up my entire life with three cats at a time, however at the moment I have 
two. Putting a limit on cats doesn't seem like a fair proposal to me, however I do 
understand the issue with unwanted kittens but all my cats are rescued therefore they 
have already been desexed. I don't think there should be a limit on how many desexed 
cats you can own.

FALSE Not particularly but I understand the want to prevent harm to 
both the cats and other animals. I think 8pm is a little early. I do 
try and get the cats to come in before bed but my young rescue 
cat sometimes likes to wander, I can spend hours calling for him 
outside but sometimes he simply wants to stay out in the garden, I 
often find that rescue cats like to be left to wander the garden in 
the evening.

FALSE I disagree with this by-law because is impossible to stop a cat from wandering onto peoples land, especially in mount barker because 
the population is ever growing. It's just extremely unrealistic, especially with rescue cats who were strays prior to adoption

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE My cat doesn't like being locked inside for long periods of time - 
this would be a cruel restriction especially for those with young 
children who would be placed at risk for having to keep the cat 
indoors at night where the cat cannot be supervised without 
locking them in a room. Our cat is desexed and prefers to be 
outside. Have him inside for a couple hours then he's begging to 
go outside.

FALSE Have you ever owned a cat? How are you supposed to restrict them to your property without tying them up or installing a ridiculous 
cat run. I agree that cats damaging others property is a no-no as one of our neighbours cats frequently urinates on our front door but 
we discuss it as friendly neighbours. The idea of having to get permission by all of those on our street so we can have a cat that isn't 
restricted to our yard is just control gone way too far.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE We have cats next door and the cry to get in at 6am it annoys me 
on a weekend when I don’t want to be awake that early. The dog 
also goes crazy when he sees the cats on our property so he barks 
Shen ever he sees them.

TRUE It’s going to very hard to contain cats who are used to being outside. They are not like dogs where they can be called to come back if 
they are somewhere they shouldn’t be. Tricky one.

TRUE FALSE We already have microchipping , if it hasn’t helped now then registering a cat won’t!
I believe it’s just a money making scheme by Council! Are council coming into our home 
to count cats!? 
If we are forced to register and they get our information through microchipping data ... 
then I personally and others I know , will  pretend our cats are deceased!!  We can’t 
afford more bills!!

FALSE Who is to decide how many cats you can have inside your own home!? 
Are they coming inside to look ?? No!! they will have to get a police warrant! 
If Cat owners are looking after them properly then it’s none of anyone’s business!  It’s a 
money making scheme.

FALSE No won’t work because cats wander so it will be hard reign them 
in for certain hours! People won’t be bothered.
Cats need to stay inside permanently and cat runs need to be 
made! 
Like dogs, cats need to stay inside ones property.

TRUE Goodluck catching a cat! People need to be fined for not desexing cats PLEASE !!  
Look on Gumtree at all the ki ens! 
and food skip bin areas at the shops in Mount Barker

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE TRUE FALSE We already have 3 cats who are very well behaved and kept inside, we WILL NOT be 

getting rid of our cats, if you take away the amount of pets we are allowed to have I will 
take away the amount of council rates pay.

FALSE Partially agree, however cats are hard to get back inside unless 
they want to come back in, you cant blame the owners for this.

FALSE Stupid idea, makes me ashamed to live in the area.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE They should not be allowed to roam out of the owners property 
like a dog at all times. To many native wild life are being hurt, 
killed and making a nuisance in other people's property.

TRUE This will be good to keep cats out of my yard my birds and native birds. It should of been done years ago. Cats should be treated the same as a dog. 

What is going to be done to enforce this and the curfew by-law?

TRUE FALSE I already have them microchipped and registered on that site why should I also have to 
pay this council a fee for my cats? They are inside. Start with the multiple dogs in this 
area which are not microchipped, registered or desexed which constantly end up on 
my doorstep when they get out of their yard.

FALSE I have 3 inside cats which I have rescued and I think this is rediculous! They are inside all 
the time except when out on a leash in my backyard. They don’t disturb the piece like how 
my neighbors I think currently 4 dogs do. How about targeting disturbance of piece by dog 
owners and ‘pet foster/babysitters’ in residential areas who have multiple barking dogs 
yet they don’t have a limit...

FALSE I think if the council is willing to compensate the owners with 
payment to help cover the cost of an outside enclosure then sure 
a curfew for night. However there should also then be a curfew in 
place for dogs. If cats can’t be out at night then no dogs should be 
out of their yard after 8 pm. No walking them after dark causing 
me to have to break suddenly because the dog is walking 
unleashed in the dark.

FALSE You open yourself up to neighbours / people who don’t like cats taking them from the cats yard and saying they are a nucence etc so 
they will be put down etc. the council do nothing in regards to dog nucence. There is one dog who barks continuously day and night 
yet the council do nothing.

Start with dogs then move to cats this is unfair

TRUE FALSE compulsory microchipping  will be a better option .Registration is just money gathering FALSE If the cats are well looked after and healthy , then people should be able to make their 
own choices

TRUE I would support a full time curfew TRUE Not if it includes killing a cat . I support indoor only / enclosure or enclosed back yard Cats that have been picked up with no identifying collar or microchip should be handed over to a no kill shelter  . Councils need to work with rescues not against them . Do not 
use RSPCA or AWL  both are high kill low care organisations

TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE A cat curfew yes ... but I think 8 - 8 is a little restricting for those of 
us that leave for work early and are sometimes not home before 
8.

FALSE This one will have the cat haters out in force !! What will the consequences of breaking these by-laws be ???
This has not been mentioned here .

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
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registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
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Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE Confinement should be 24/7 & not just at night time. If its 
confinement between 8pm & 8am or nothing at all then yes, I'd 
support those times. However the ideal scenario is 24/7. Peoples 
pets shouldnt be allowed to roam freely, irrespective of what type 
of animal it is. A dog wandering around without an owner would 
end up at the pound so there is no valid reason that I can see as to 
why cats should be treated differently.

TRUE This would be ideal. My next door neighbour's cat uses my garden as their toilet and I'd like to see this stop. These by-laws should enacted sooner rather than later. Cats shouldnt be treated any differently to other pets / animals. Cats should be confined to their owner's property 
24/7 and if the owners need or want to take them beyond their property then they should be on a lead like a dog would be. 
It's very annoying to be constantly cleaning up after neighbour's cats who use my garden as their own toilet, not to mention "marking their territory" on my doors and outdoor 
furniture & bbq.
Furthermore cats kill numerous birds and other wildlife that I'm trying to attract to my garden in the hope of providing biodiversity and a mini ecosystem for native birds and 
wildlife. 
I like cats and to a degree their not the source of the problem, irresponsible cat owners are.
Thank yiu

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE 24 hour curfew would be better TRUE 24 hour curfew would be be er, and treat roaming cats the same as roaming dogs. 
All cats need to be desexed and microchipped.

TRUE TRUE Microchipping cats is a quick and easy way to ensure pets are linked to their owners, no 
matter where the pet may end up.

TRUE TRUE As long as this is brought in gradually to allow time to change 
current cat behaviours. Maybe a 6 month introduction period.

FALSE This is too hard to regulate. People will end up being blamed for the destruction of someone else's cat. Of course cats stray onto 
neighbouring property, it's part of their curious nature. I think the curfew would solve some of these issues, as cats are less likely to 
travel far during the day. Perhaps some sort of system whereby people can get assistance in approaching their neighbours to 
complain about nuisance cats would be more productive. There's plenty of dogs in the neighbourhood that are a much bigger 
nuisance with their barking, yet there is a brochure explaining how to approach your neighbours regarding their barking dog. Why 
not a similar brochure for nuisance cat behaviour?

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE No TRUE No FALSE Our cat is an outdoor cat. He's not allowed inside. TRUE No No
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE I couldn't agree more, living in Mount Barker and having 1 dog, we find that late nights there are cats which walk our fence line making horrible cat calls  aswell as fighting 

which stirs and stresses out our dog causing him to bark which then ends with complaints from neighbours! Cat owners should be more responsible for their pets and know of 
their whereabouts and nuisance they do cause during the night.

TRUE TRUE FALSE I think 3 is better for responsible cat owns TRUE As long as it also includes dogs with the same curfew,  so no dog 
can be walked in the curfew time,  this would be fair

TRUE But also should include dogs as well , as they shit everywhere just think the laws should be fair for cat and dog owner, equal

TRUE TRUE FALSE I dont see that this will positively impact cats wellbeing. if unwanted kittens is the core 
issue then address spaying and desexing rather than household numbers. a person can 
have one cat and treat it terribly, or have 4 cats and care for them like children. number of 
cats doesnt necessarily always correlate with cats quality of life.

TRUE any responsible pet owner who cares about their cat already 
enforces a curfew on their own cats. it is not home cats that are 
the night time nuisance.

FALSE do you have a plan as to how you are going to enforce these rules on creatures that can scale 6 foot fences and dont come when 
called? do you believe it is homed, micro chipped, registered cats who are already causing these issues? I do not. sometimes 
domestic cats escape. it happens. but i do not want to imagine a world where my cat manages to escape his enclosure, walks into a 
neighbors yard and the neighbor traps or destroys him believing that the law is on his side because my cat 'broke the rules'. people 
already have unnecessarily strong hatred towards cats.

the harder you make it to keep cats, the longer they languish in shelters.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Yes. This is costing the cat owner money for what???? This money will just go into 

council pocket when their is no introduction of cheap desexing or catching of feral cats. 
Why should cat owners pay fees to keep a cat when nothing goes back to helping the 
cat owners. Parks aren’t needed to help cats.

FALSE This is redicuolouse. Why limiting this for a house who chooses to have four cats or even 
six if they are microchipped and desexed.

FALSE 8pm is too early for afternoon shift works it should be 10pm 
ownwards. Also for people
Who leave for work at 6am they should
Be able to let their cats out this early if they choose. Mt Barker is a 
place most people
Travel to Adelaide to work.

FALSE A cat doesn’t have understand a wandering law. It didn’t understand others property rules. 
The law should encourage an owner of a house to help the person who is ge ng door urinated on product to
Stop this.

Yes where is the support for stray cats who are breeding excessively. These are the cats that eat the birds more than a home
Cat who is feed well. 

Where is the help to set up adoption days for cats and supporting strays finding a home

FALSE TRUE TRUE Even 2 cats per household is to many TRUE U still feel all cat owners need to have their cats in a cat run 
permanently. I am sick of seeing dead dird life in my back and 
front yards especially the beautiful rozellas.

TRUE I'm sick to death of smelling cat wee around my front door and garden and when gardening cats poo it stinks and unhealthy.  A cat 
run would be more appropriate.

Can't come soon enough we have to many cats in our street and they seem to accumulate in our yard and fight under our cars so over it.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE I strongly support this change TRUE We have a local cat that regularly enters our property and disturbs our cat and dog. I look forward to this new rule being in place. Thank you

FALSE TRUE FALSE I think that providing the cats are properly looked after and are fully contained, then I 
don't see an issue with the number of cats a household has.

TRUE Firstly, I like cats.... However I think that cats will impact the native 
wildlife at all times of day not just after dark. I think building cat 
runs should be encouraged/possibly even supported through 
grants(??) etc as a way of keeping the cats and our native wildlife 
safe at ALL times of day! I see cats running over the roads all the 
time, stalking birds during the day etc so I believe they do need to 
be contained at all times, like our dogs.

TRUE I can't agree with this enough! I see these By-Laws as a positive step in the right direction and I can see that the only real option to prevent that last by-law is for the cats to be fully enclosed in a cat run 
and/or house at all times. However, because there is no formal request for a cat run to be used, this is going to potentially cause massive issues with neighbours. I think it 
should be stated in black and white, that cat runs are necessary if owners wants their feline to have access to outside. With the amount of money we pay in rates each year, 
surely the local Government can assist with some form of grant to help ease the transition for cat owners. The only situations where this would possibly not work, would 
potentially be on farms where cats are used for rodent control. Understanding that other wildlife would be effected on rural land as well as urban, I'm not sure how you would 
get around this.

Thank you for the chance to have our say on these matters.

TRUE TRUE Discounts should be provided for desexed cats FALSE Consider higher limits for households where the cats are desexed FALSE Properly stimulated cats are generally asleep at night and if 
provided a good environment will sleep at home. Don't restrict 
the cats of good owners because of a few bad owners

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE How does the council enforce this proposal TRUE TRUE Liaise with courts and the premiers department to ensure there is a clear process to follow.
TRUE TRUE FALSE This is rediculase. Are you going to place a limit on how many children my neighbour can 

have? I mean the more wealfair depended kids we have the more kids we are going to 
have in the future. In order to register you cat it should either pure bred for breading or 
desexed. This way it doesn't matter how many cats you have can they are all desexed! If 
you think for one moment people are going to let you restrict how many pets they can 
have your fucking dreaming!

FALSE Have you ever owned a cat? My cats are indoor cats from birth, 
but I know that on the of occasions they do escape, I might not see 
them for a day or to. Cats aren't dogs they don't come when they 
are called and they are impossible to catch at times.

FALSE cats don't understand what is your land, they have no concept of concent. If my cat manages to damage my neighbours property I'll 
pay for it to be fixed but I'm not going to pay a fine because my neighbour doesn't like it when my cat walks across his lawn. I don't 
like possums trying to get into my roof, is the council going to take responsibility for the possum nuisance?

You are all a bunch of idiots, I can't wait until the old council has retired and we can get some young and forward thing people, that actually represent our district properly.

TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE Maybe for new cats that have never been allowed outdoors. But 
hard to suddenly make a cat stay indoors when its not used to be 
made to stay inside. Also, have you ever tried calling a cat to come 
inside? Cat's dont come when asked.

FALSE How are you going to determine which cats caused the nuisance. Can see all sorts of issues with this and neighbours at each others 
throats. I see violence coming out of this

Don't  agree with any of this for older cats. For all new  cats yes. I personally bought my cat to catch mice which she does. Would not have got a cat otherwise.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE About time this is addressed there are so many cats that winder 
my street after dark they fight and annoy my dog

TRUE Thank goodness i dont own a cat but after dark you would think i do and they try to attack a brush tail possum we have in  a tree out 
the front of my house

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE I have a completely indoor cat that in constantly disturbed by roaming cats, so I fully support all suggested by-laws!
FALSE TRUE Will the council be putting into force a reduction for desexed cats? TRUE is this really going to stop the problem.... will the council be patrolling for stray cats TRUE Over car fights on my front deck at all hours of the night. And 

guess what it is never the neighbors cat......
TRUE We don’t own cats and I am constantly stepping in cat ..... in my garden. They have destroyed my cedar timber door by urinating on 

it. The smell is terrible. I totally support the council on this move.
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cats have a devastating impact on the environment. TRUE All these new laws make a lot of sense and should be implemented in full.
TRUE TRUE More a question than comment does micro chipping comply as registration? TRUE No FALSE 8pm is fine something that I already abide by, however I think 8am 

is too late especially for those who work.
Sunrise would be a better option or if it has to be a nominated 

me 7am. 
This would ensure wildlife such as possums are not around.

FALSE some of this is reasonable however it is very difficult to prevent a cat wandering onto land without consent.
For new owners yes all of this should apply and if you obtain a cat a er a certain date this should be enforced.
however for those of us who have older cats some of these by-laws may be hard to enforce.
Registra on and/or micro chipping would show how old the cat is and perhaps receive exemp on in some instances.
Having said that my two cats do sleep inside a lot of the time during the day therefore with their existing curfew of 8am to sunrise 
they would be lucky to spend 4-5 hours a day outside.

I am fully aware of the impact cats can have on the wildlife and take all steps necessary to reduce that such as collars with bells. Living on the edge of fields the biggest impact 
my cats have on other creatures is killing mice which is something I do not have a problem with as they can at mes be in plague propor ons.

I fully support what the council is trying to do but don't let the cat haters go overboard.

how is this going to be policed?

TRUE TRUE Other animal owners - dogs, horses even livestock like cows are registered so that if 
they manage to become lost, it is easy to locate the owner for their safe return.
If a cat was worth thousands of dollars people would demand the safe return of their 
pet and never let it out of thir sight.  But the majority of cat owners still have the mind 
set that they are easliy replaced.

FALSE I do for townships but not for farmers.  I have many friends who are farmers that have 
extremely large properties with many fodder sheds and use their cats as safe and effective 
rodent management system.  Reducig the need for poisons which can affect our wildlife if 
a bird of prey accidently eats a poisoned animal.

FALSE I believe cats need to be confined at all times in township areas, 
and curfews used for farm/rural cats.  Having cats locked in until 
8am does not stop them from using neighbourhood gardens as 
kitty litters during the day.  A curfew from 8pm to 8am will also 
mean that cat owners will not have to have a kitty litter tray on 
their own property.  Like dog / horse / livestock owners, they must 
have their aimals contained in yards at all times - cat owners 
should also abide by that law.  There are some cost effective 
methods of ensuring this happens and some amazing cat 
enclosures available on the market.  This will guarantee the safety 
of the beloved cat from theft, cat fights, unwanted kittens, 
protectig wildlife, protecting neighbourhood properties from cat 
damage and road accidents.

TRUE 100% Agree. My cat is an indoor cat and we have had many stressful times when a neighbouring cat has sprayed on our doors and 
windows.  There have also been times when it is difficult to walk through our garden due to the revolting smell from cat urine and 
faeces. There have also been fights through the window - not coming in to contact - but causing stress and anxious behaviour by our 
cat.  We have a beautiful native garden and a resident possum family.  Several times we have had to rescue possums from cats and 
lost many many birds that have come to drink ot our ponds.

It needs to be fully enforced - no question.  I love our beautiful council and the amazing wildlife we have and for many years have been disgusted by the behaviour of my 
neighbours and their cat ownership.  Only last year, one of my neighbours had 17 cats and kittens on their property and they used my garden for toileting and the smell was 
disgusting.  I also hope that the council will make cat traps available for their rate payers with a list of local vets that they can bring the trapped cat to without repercussion.  
The owners need to be fined for the cost of the vet and any other expenses the council may have incurred.  Cat owners must abide by the rules - the same as dog owners have 
to.

TRUE TRUE Dogs have had to be registered for yonks, it is reasonable to request cat registration 
also.

FALSE If my neighbour can have 5 screaming children running up and down my street at all hours 
i don't see why I can't have 5 quiet cats within my property. If they are desexed and 
registered, healthy and happy, then quite frankly it is not the council's business or anyone 
else's business how many cats I have.

FALSE My cats are confined to my property, I have a cat enclosure they 
can enjoy the outdoors in and they love sleeping out there in 
summer. But just like dogs and children, aometimea they get out, 
they are adventurous animals who wpuld naturally have a large 
territory, so whrn they get out are you going to penalise people 
for not being anle to find and catch their li le furry escape ar sts?
As for noise, are you going to ban all the frogs in Mt Barker? Noisy 
cars? Plovers? Noise happens, people need to grow up and get 
over it. I don't appreciate my neighbours baby crying at all hours 
of the night, but apparently that is socially acceptable.

FALSE Why are cats so villainised? Possums are more of a nuisance in Mount Barker but because they're na ve that's ok? 
Define reasonable? Cats being cats is not unreasonable. Do birds need consent to enter a property? Cats don't understand consent 
any more than any other animal, what a ridiculous rule. I don't appreciate bird feces on my laundry or outdoor setting, who do I see 
about that?

It's all a bit overkill, some of it is reasonable, a lot of it oversteps personal freedoms. I have 3 cats, they are vacvinated, desexed, and for the most part confined to my property. 
If you tried to take one of them away because of a 2 cat rule the mental and emotional damage you would cause me would be irreperable, and frankly I'd take legal action.

TRUE TRUE I support it completely, however it needs to be affordable. $10 per cat would be 
affordable for everyone and get cats registered

FALSE I currently have 4 cats. The reason I have all cats, which none were kittens when I got 
them, is because they were found on the Street, going to be put down, or the owners just 
didn't want it.

TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE My two dogs are registered and aren't free to roam the streets so cats have more 
reason to have registration

TRUE I'd support a no cat limit unless they are contained at all times TRUE They should be effectively controlled at all times. TRUE

TRUE FALSE Cats should be chipped; this is another way for local gov to get money. FALSE This will clog up animal shelters by limiting pet ownership. As long as the person is 
responsible 2 or 5 cats is no issue

TRUE Cats in cat runs etc should be excluded FALSE Cats are not dogs; do not treat them or listen to people who see no difference between the pair

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE How is a cat meant to as for concent to wander  or poop/wee? 
Many people make unpleasent noise and odours, are we going to lock them up or euthanize them also?
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

FALSE FALSE Responsible cat owners micro chip their cats already. Irresponsible cat owners who 
don’t micro chip their cats aren’t going to register them either. Enforcement of cat 
registration is just another money revenue for council as dog registration is already a 
ridiculous cost & adding this is just more of a financial burden. Not to mention the 
Mount Barker council rates are one of the highest rates in South Australia.

TRUE I know people with 3-4 cats which keep them fine. I think limiting 2 cats is unfair, especially 
or farm or larger properties which are faced with mass mouse or rat issues & keep the cats 
for these purposes & have a right to. I highly disagree with cats are happier as indoor cats. 
I find it cruel & again humans are forcing their own selfish ideas within this. As a child I had 
a cat & it used to sit at windows daily yearning to venture the great outdoors as they 
should be able to. I know a friend who has a cat who at the first sound of the front door 
opening would race to it & try escape. Enforcing an animal to be confined indoors 24/7 is 
cruel. As to being ran over etc. I see ducks around Mount Barker regulary being ran over, 
birds hit by cars, wild life etc. Cats are far more street smart & like humans there are 
always risks in every day life for example just getting in the car ourselves is a risk. But it 
doesn’t mean we should stay confined to our home 24/7. I do however agree hoarding 
many cats in an unhealthy environment is unacceptable. I also agree with the curfew & I 
do believe this will also prevent cats getting hit by cars during the night which is when this 
mostly occurs.

TRUE Great idea. We had a black cat roaming our area only at night & at 
times has sat on top of our aviary waking & scaring our birds, & 
the neighbours have said they had the same issue with their aviary 
& the very same cat. It never has shown itself during the day & we 
haven’t seen it now during the night for a few months so we’re 
hoping someone has captured the cat.

TRUE I would like to know how the council will “enforce cat nuisance behaviour”? As we rang the council when we were having issues with 
the black cat & were virtually told the council wants nothing to do with it & that we would have to capture the cat with a trap & Drive 
& take it to AWL or other ourselves. 
If the council are going to enforce this, will they provide staff to collect cats posing a nuisance & take them to a shelter or create a 
Mount Barker shelter? Or will the council just create another money revenue & plan to fine nuisance cat owners without providing 
any help how to resolve the actual issue taking the money & leaving their residents to do all the hard work??

I feel the council need to be mindful of each & every residents reasons for keeping their cats. I think the key issue is promoting responsible cat ownership. Are you aware of 
the new cat & dog management board through the government of S.A. Which requires all cats to be desexed & microchipped by 6 months of age since July 2017? If this was 
done a high percentage of issues would be resolved. It is not about forcing ones opinion of how a cat “should” be kept as many have different views & reasons for keeping a 
cat & this should be respected.

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE Does this mean we have to train life long outdoor cats to be 
indoors?  My cat hates being indoors for long periods of time.  
How long will you give us to train our cats?

FALSE

TRUE TRUE In principle, however costs for registration are often prohibitive.  Especially if they are 
kept indoors, or within an enclosed yard.  Therefore compulsory registration seems a 
bit silly.

TRUE However, sometimes there are circumstances where you may find yourself needing to 
look after another cat or an elderly relatives cat (due to deceased estate circumstances).  
What then?  

Further, putting a quantative amount on how many cats you can have walks dangerously 
close to the line where our freedom of rights, freedom of choice is impinged upon.

FALSE It's like saying all dogs must stop barking between the hours of 
8pm and 8am.  What about people who leave for work before 
8am?  What about cats who are kept in enclosed yards?  

How often really, are cats lost or hit by cars in comparison with 
other animals.  How many cats really, eat all the wildlife? 

Generalisms are not helpful.

TRUE However, it could cause a lot of problems from neighbours and increase neighbourhood disputes.  Dogs also defecate and urinate on 
land without consent of the owner or occupier of the land.  Dogs also wander onto land.  Dogs also have an adverse impact upon 
native flora and fauna.  Dogs also interfere with the peace of the neighbour and display aggressive behaviour.

I don't feel it's fair to label all cats as bad.  One of my cats is so fat, she couldn't catch a mouse or a bird.  Another cat has no teeth.  Yet as an owner, by cats are to be penalised 
and forced indoors? It's not fair on the animal or the owner.

Could you imagine people having curfews from 8pm to 8am?  Seems contrary to our nature.  So do these cat by-laws.

TRUE TRUE FALSE Many people already have more than 2 cats. Especially if they’re inside only they are not a 
problem to the community so limiting is unfair.

TRUE TRUE If you’ve had a cat before you know sometimes you can’t make them do anything especially staying inside or even finding them to 
come inside. Perhaps if a cat had a collar and bell that helps stop them injuring wildlife could be an alternative.

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE Restraining cats at any time is going against their nature. Cats love 
to roam, explore and enjoy a varied environment. Especially at 
night.

TRUE

TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE I think the hours should be adjusted 7pm-7pm or 6am-6pm it is 

difficult for people that already have cats for them to get used to it 
and if you are at work honlet the cat in or out

TRUE I think need to phase it in over a few years as it be hard with already existing outdoor cats

TRUE TRUE TRUE All cars should have to be desexed FALSE My cats are indoor/ outdoor cats, we do not use a litter tray and 
they need to be able to go outside

FALSE It is near impossible to keep a cat on one property 200% of the time

TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Personally I think no cats should be able to roam as they kill our 

native wild life. And cat enclosures are the only way to go.
TRUE

TRUE TRUE FALSE I believe a better limit would be 3 TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE I don't understand how you can have a limit of two, yet people with more can get an 

exception. A neighbour has been known to have 8.
TRUE Cats hunt at night so damage is done by 8. Most cats come to be 

fed at dusk, wouldn't it be more productive to make the time 
6.30pm .(to allow people to get home from work).

TRUE I don't understand how you can prove a cat is being a nuisance when the curfew is 8pm and much of what they do is done in the 
dark. You don't often know who owns which cat, and even with registration discs it's not an easy thing to come close enough to most 
cats to read a disc to identify the owner. It makes much more sense to me to require that all cats are kept inside or in enclosures.

Congratulations for attempting to address this problem.

TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE Don't let it get too expensive. People love their pets but some of the expenses are 

extreme.
FALSE Should be 3, if household only has cats surely 3 is not too many. Not like barking snappy 

dogs.
TRUE Definitely need this curfew and ASAP, safety of cats as well. TRUE Cats roaming at night fighting, killing birds wandering into peoples yards, being a pest. Not on.  Too many feral and domestics 

allowed to wander all night long.
The sooner these laws are introduced the better for all concerned especially wildlife. I love cats but they need to be controlled.

TRUE TRUE Very good FALSE This is unfair! I have 4 cats and am a responsible owner. FALSE Unfair and difficult to do! TRUE Cats coming onto my property and fighting my cats. Injuries, have been to the vet on several occassions. Toms trying to mate with my desexed female cat are a nuisance!
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE Yes & no.

I believe all cats personally owned should be registered, but for us that also foster and 
take in abandoned or unwanted cats from those who don't want them, should have the 
means to do so without taking on the registration process and to leave that to the 
future owner of that animal(s) once that person comes to adopt them.

FALSE Yes I do. 2 is unnecessarily low. It's idio c and pathe c to be expected of every cat owner.
Almost every single cat owner I've encountered in my life has or has had at some point, 
more than 2.
I myself do.
I am so displeased with this and I will do everything in my power and capabilities to fight 
this.
If 2 cats is to become the limit, then the same should most definitely apply for all dog 
owners.
They create havic, mess, noise and general frustration toward the public - Defacating, 
urina ng, barking, scratching, bi ng, a acking - Causing actual bodily harm.
Why is it okay for one animal to be out at night and more than 2 on a property but not the 
other?

Cats are extremely loving, attentative, intelligent animals and are unconditionally 
dedicated to their owners. Please, do not limit the number to 2.
I need my companions just as much as any other person.
I advocate for a limit of 2-5 per household.

TRUE In effort to reduce the number of cats being stolen, hurt or killed 
and for the sake of reducing the impact on wildlife, yes I do.
However, please, please do not allow the general public to cull or 
'dispatch' of strays themselves. That is messed up on so many 
levels.
It should be illegal for the public to intervene in that way because 
many, many people are cruel, malicious and vile. They shouldn't 
be given that 'power' or option to do so.

FALSE No because that is just purely ridiculous.
Are we going to start applying these laws to dogs and birds? Every me either of them defacate on my lawn, or garden, or on my car?
Am I going to be able to come to the council when the neighbours dog jumps up on my car door or fence and damages that? Or 
when another neighbours dog starts to bark at nothing at 1am and sets off a chain of the other dogs in the street for hours on end? 
Will there be laws against things like that???

Cats by their natural DNA and nature itself, are nocturnal. They are going to want to do natural bodily things such as scratch a tree, 
roll in the grass, jump on something, hunt. How are you going to restrict an animal on it's natural ins ncts?

Keep them inside at night yes, by all means. But complaining about cat nuisance is a bit of a stretch, don't you think?

Please, please do not limit the number to 2 per household.
I plead with you to re-consider and look at perhaps a limit of 2-6 per household.

I love animals, more than almost everying else. But cats are my life. They have supported and been here for me through my darkest days and have saved my life on more than 
one account.
I am on your side with a restricted me to keep them indoors. 8-8 is fine.
I think the whole nuisance side of things is a bit unnecessary and shouldn't be directed at cats alone - dogs should be the main focus of that.
And I am 100% against 2 per household.

We are a be er community than the few who are too impa ent, arrogant and lazy to do the right thing when it comes to finding or taking in a stray cat.
Please just take the me to seriously work this out to not hinder or hurt cats and the owners that love and need them.

Also, please send out another cat-by-law in the following weeks allowing more people to have their input, as many haven't yet had the chance to get onto this one.

Please help us save and look after cats. They need to be loved and homed, not pushed aside and cut down.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Thanks for doing this I work hard to plant natives and support habitat for native animals. Cats are a pest and most that enter my property are from neighboring households. 
Cats do however keep mice and rat populations down so council needs to mitigate these pest populations from growing as a result of the changes.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE This is the one most keen on. Sick of stray cats wondering on my 

property after native birds in which I’m trying to attract . This 
comment also comes under nuisance.

TRUE Good work on your draft proposal. Wondering How will the council monitor this policy.

FALSE FALSE Total disgrace. We are in the country for Christ sake. What's wrong with you 
buerocrats?

FALSE FALSE FALSE The cat owners are very capable to look after their own cats. The council does not need to have their fingers in everything - only to have another stream of making money. Are 
you seriuos?

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE The curfew should be 24 hours. Cats should be contained 100% of 
their time.

TRUE Cats should be contained ALL the time.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE This is a very real problem for us
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Cats are or should be already microchipped therefore making it easy to return lost 

animal to the owner.
TRUE FALSE FALSE

FALSE FALSE 3-4 seems fair. They don’t bark like dogs do. TRUE FALSE
TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
TRUE FALSE We already pay to microchip our cats which technically would have them returned to 

their owners anyway, therefore registration would be unnecessary wouldn't it?
FALSE I believe the ruling for dogs is 3?  Why should it be any different for cat owners?  We have 

four currently (each member of the family has their own cat).  I wouldn't call 4 cats 
excessive to cause health and welfare issues! 

Reducing numbers to 2 per home logically has no bearing on the number of kittens which 
require rehoming in our view.  If the cats are desexed, how would it cause more unwanted 
kittens?  Our cats are desexed and microchipped.  We used to breed Burmeses which is 
why we have four cats currently (we would be happy to have 3 eventually).

TRUE Maybe 7pm to 7am would be better? TRUE We try to keep our cats on our own property as much as possible (3 are completely indoor cats and the other one only goes outside 
for short stints with us around).  We have an outdoor cat cage for some sunny time for them.  I do hate cats that spray on your 
home.  Most desexed cats won't spray (the occassional one still will).

We have huge problems with mice around our home (we are rural) and one of our cats during the day will catch around ten mice on some days.  He has a bell, so he doesn't 
seem to catch birds. I'm with him when he's outside. If we're away, he's inside.  

I have to say I'm starting to find the number of 'rules' and laws placed on us as a general society is starting to become overwhelming and intrusive in our lives.  Telling a home 
they are only allowed to have 2 cats is a direct attack on our rights to freedom to live how we please.  Its over the top as far as I'm concerned.  If a person looks after their 
animals and the sanita on of their premises, why should they fret if they want to get another cat?  

Also having only 2 cats per household will limit re-homing efforts which is something to be seriously considered.  In my view, 3-5 cats would be a fairer number.  They are, after 
all, quite small animals compared with dogs and are also quieter.

Will there obviously be concessions for registered breeders?

Mandatory desexing doesn't seem to be included in the law and I believe its one of the most important components.

FALSE TRUE Help find owners easier TRUE TRUE Too many wondering around at all hours affects wildlife and they 
do damage to property

TRUE Tired of cats coming into our yard, urniating on our cars Dogs have to be registered and confined so cats as domestic pets should be no different

TRUE FALSE Cats aren’t like dogs they are harder to catch if they aren’t yours and can hide up trees 
etc. spend your (our) time and money on roads and the infrastructure of mt barker. 
This is just silly

FALSE If more than two cats per household are desexed then there will be no more kittens. U 
have control over dogs but this idea is ridiculous, I don’t think it’s gonna work

FALSE My desexed cat likes being inside and out. Tells me when he wants 
to do either and puts on a show if I don’t let him out. 
What about cars with the impact on wildlife, cars are bigger killers 
of wildlife than cats. Do we keep ourselves locked up and don’t 
drive because something may come out and get hit. Do we stop 
building houses as u are wrecking wildlife homes chopping down 
trees and clearing land for more housing???

FALSE People walk there dogs and let them poo on lawns without picking it up!! Cats dig holes do their business and bury it. Yes i think 
more cats should be desexed as it would stop males spraying to mark their territory. But then do we stop people walking their dogs 
so they don’t cock there leg on trees???

Focus time and money on more important things like roads and infrastructure that mt barker and surroundings desperately needs. This cat curfew is just a waste of resources

TRUE FALSE My two cats are desexed and microchipped with my current mobile number; I don't 
see the need for registration.

FALSE I have two cats; in the past I have had more, but not now. FALSE Cats are nocturnal. At times I have started work at 3 am and 
finished at 1 pm; at  other times I had to leave at 5.30 am, so the 
curfew is unreasonable.

FALSE I have had cats since I was young, and have no problems with them being a nuisance. I and my daughter have been traumatised by 
dogs and have seen the damage they can do, including killing the neighbour's chickens, and dropping their faeces on the street in 
front of my house and since it was dark I didn't see it and tracked it into my house onto the carpet.. My cats do not make noise 
(unlike the current neighbour's dog), they are clean and well behaved.

It should be scrapped.
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE FALSE It’s always the same honest people who pay to do these things and the same dishonest 
people who get away with it. Just another way to make money. How is it going to be 
enforced?

FALSE It won’t reduce the numbers of kittens if they aren’t neutered. TRUE But how are you going to enforce it? Walk the streets catching 
random cats?

FALSE I’ve never had another persons cat cause these problems. Nothing a little squirt from a hose wouldn’t sort out quickly. Cats are not dogs and behave differently to dogs. I agree with keeping them in over night to save wildlife which is what I do and I have a cat run for weekdays when I’m at 
work. But on the weekends I feel it’s only fair for them to be able to stretch their legs a little. They don’t go far. And they are still inside overnight during weekdays.

FALSE TRUE Brilliant idea. TRUE Very reasonable. TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE This will help keep tabs on the number of cats per dwelling. TRUE 100% support this TRUE Cats are an absolute pest to Australian native wildlife, let alone 

cats being out at night causing nuisance in other ways.
TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE It’s a fantastic idea to help control the feral cat population. It will reduce the risk of cats prowling neighborhoods hurting or maiming other peoples pets.
TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE Best council police rubbish dumping nuisance, noise nuisance, children nuisance, dust nuisance, smoke pollution nuisance, , truck nuisance and other far more solveable but 

badly regulated areas before starting on cats. Once all those others are addressed then maybe consider cats
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE Mine keep mice at bay without use of poisons or anything. I’m 

much happier to let my cat come and go, they have a patch of our 
own garden for their business. 
If council want my cats curfewed then they can pay for the 
expenses of setting it up. My dog and cats use the same door and 
it would mean my dog can’t go out, which means mess and health 
concerns inside if they can’t go outside to pee or poop

FALSE Curfews won’t work- feel free to finance the mouse control and cat runs that are going to be needed

TRUE FALSE Microchipping has removed any need for the council to return lost pets FALSE I have 6 cats which are all rescue cats and are all desexed. This rule would unfairly affect 
my well cared for pets and my family. This rule also unfairly discriminates against 
responsible cat owners due to the bad behaviour of some.

FALSE All pets should be allowed access to their own contained 
backyards at any time of the day and night. This discriminates 
against cats only.

TRUE Totally agree that all pet owners must be responsible for their pets which includes keeping your pet safe and contained on your 
property. Your pet should not cause nuisance to your neighbour without consequences

FALSE TRUE TRUE maybe a limit of 3 or 4 may be more reasonable. I'm no cat lover but a responsible person 
doing a good job of looking after them I guess should be allowed to do so if not annoying 
anyone else unreasonably...

TRUE Absolutely. I have just caged a cat in a humane cage last night. 2 
days after we found a white tail possum tail, arm, and part of 
insides in our backyard. I only found this page by ringing the 
council this am but they can offer no help. So not sure what to do 
with this cat...
I grow several fruit trees so not a fan of possums or birds either, 
both are nothing more than a pain in the arse and cost. However 
less a fan of a cat mawling a possum etc. Entering my yard daily, 
shitting in my kids cubby house etc etc...

TRUE yea see above... Any animal that is 'owned' by another human, that is not under control should not be allowed, simple as that. If such animal is deemed not to be under control, like the one in 
my yard regularly, needs to be dealt with. In this case with no law, I guess I'll just give the owners a polite wee notice now, and next occurrence I'll just deliver it to rspca 
adelaide, and if again i'll take it for a drive to murray bridge somewhere I guess.

TRUE TRUE FALSE I would prefer to see regulations regarding compulsory desexing of cats, akin to what's in 
place with dogs. 
I'd also like to see some allowances to extending the limit in certain circumstances, i.e. 
permanently indoor cats or with permanent outdoor structures limiting movement across 
boundaries.

TRUE TRUE I think that acknowledgement should be made for owners who keep their cats indoors or contained within outdoor structures, and 
cats that are desexed and microchipped, much like the new DACO laws for dogs.

TRUE TRUE I am fine with registration of cats but I would expect the fee to be kept at a minimum 
cost and not as per the dog registration fee. Council does not need to provide any open 
space - off lead for cats so there would be no need to have high rego fees in place.

FALSE i dont agree with the 2 cats per household - I believe 3 -4 would be a better limit - after all 
they will be registered and micro chipped so its at the cost of the owners - dont put 
restrictions on peoples lives and how many pets they can have....

TRUE I agree with this - most responsible cat owners will ensure their 
pets are safe inside

TRUE Sure good luck with this one

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE While the limited hours is an improvement I have house sat for 
cats which let out at 10 am have still come back with a dead 
possum in their mouth. Many native birds are active during the 
day and the night time confinement will only provide protection 
for nocturnal mammals and those sleeping in places accessible by 
cats. It will also be difficult to enforce as most cats do not come 
when called nor operate on a rou ne similar to chickens. 

Consideration for 24/7 confinement should be considered (even 
as a long term phase in) to provide appropriate protection for 
wildlife and the cats themselves (eg. from cars etc).

TRUE If cats are allowed out during day time hours it is unclear how the owner of the cat can reasonably prevent them from wandering 
onto a neighbours block without the consent of said neighbour.

TRUE TRUE I ask that cats do not need to wear a collar with registration tag. My cat always loses 
collars.She is microchipped so a tag is not needed if she gets lost. 
I hope registration fees will be be kept low.

TRUE I note that people may ask for an excemption to this limit. I think this is good. Some people 
on rural size properties keep cats for rodent control.

TRUE I agree cats should be inside at night. I think that 8am is too late 
for the curfew to end. A lot of people including me leave for work 
before then so we won't be able to let our cats out for the day. 
Some cats really want to be outside. 6am will let most people 
choose to let their cat out and will be after sunrise most of the 
year.
Actually my cat is now confined in a cat enclosure attached to the 
house, but many people won't be able to afford these.

TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE I trust that exceptions will readily be made for households that already have 3 or more 
cats.
Additionally, if cats are already desexed there should be no kittens, so it isn’t clear what is 
meant by “assist with the reduction of unwanted kittens”.

FALSE In principle I support a curfew.  But there are problems with the 
proposed hours.
It’s unrealistic to expect owners who work long distances from 
home or who work irregular hours to always be there to let the 
cat in.  Not only this but it precludes staying out after work and 
returning late.
As it”s usually cold at night where we live, our cats generally want 
to come in after dark and I’d be surprised if most cats in the 
district wanted to be out during winter.
As for before 8am, we let our cats out to use the toilet after being 
inside all night.  Usually this is before 8am.
We cannot keep our rescue cats indoors all the time.  We have 
tried it with both of them and in both cases it was detrimental to 
the cats’ wellbeing.  
One became depressed after several months of confinement.  The 
depression resulted in her no longer enjoying play and 
socialisation.  She became much happier when we let her 
outdoors.  Her activity levels increased and she enjoyed playing 
and being petted again.  This particular cat only catches mice and 
rabbits, which does us all a service.  She is afraid of birds.  (Which 
is good because we are birdwatchers.)
Our other cat became very aggressive when confined indoors.  
She couldn’t cope with being left alone during the day with 
nobody to play with and this pent up energy was unleashed on us 
during play.  She would react violently when we prevented her 
from going outside.  Clearly she was stressed.  After we let her 
play outside for some time she was able to get out her excessive 
energy and is now far less aggressive with us.  She wears a bright 
collar to warn birds of her presence and I have yet to receive a 
“present” from her.  We have a cat bib to prevent hunting if she 
does start to go after native wildlife.  We don’t want native 

i l b i ht

TRUE I trust this precludes cats from the same household having spats in their own garden.

TRUE TRUE I agree it is a good idea. TRUE TRUE I strongly support this especially to protect native wildlife and 
birds in the Adelaide Hills. We have confined our cats for 14 years 
and noticed a significant improvement in the bird life around the 
house. I also object to the fact that other cats from the 
neighbourhood wander onto our property and their is no way to 
stop them or follow up with owners.

TRUE As per comment above

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Mine are inside cats now - took some patience with training them 

but we got there. It is possible to educate/train a cat to stay inside.
TRUE Think it’s a brilliant idea and should have introduced years ago across all council areas. Fully support.

FALSE TRUE TRUE How do you plan to police this? People will just only register two of their many cats.... FALSE I think cats should be inside only animals. Good luck catching the 
cats that’s out past curfew!

TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE Limiting cats owe household will hopefully help avoid cat hoarding. Hopefully this will help 
owners take appropriate care of their cats health/vaccinations etc.

TRUE I think a 7am-7 pm curfew would be more appropriate timing, 
especially in summer. 

Instead of a curfew, I would prefer cats to be kept indoors. There 
are many benefits to both cat and wildlife.

TRUE I don't know that it will be practical to manage this. Having an indoor only policy would be more practical.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cats should be kept in the owners property. They should be 

accompanied by their owner if off the property.
TRUE There should be a place nuisance cats can be taken. How will ferral cats be managed/reduced?

FALSE TRUE If cars were contained in houses or enclosures they wouldn't get lost. TRUE FALSE Containment instead of a curfew. TRUE If cats were contained inside, there would be far less nuisance behaviour. Just confine them. Give cat owners a few years to get their sh*t together, and get it done.
FALSE TRUE TRUE Could make exceptions for rural properties with rodent issues. TRUE Curfew could be during daylight hours. TRUE Difficult to enforce.

Likely to involve Council in neighbour disputes.
Basically this by-law is necessary.

FALSE TRUE FALSE 2 cats occupy a lot less space and eat a lot less than 2 dogs, which is the limit for 
households in our area. If they are kept solely indoors, or in outdoor cat cages, then there 
is little difference between the impact of 2 or 3 cats on the environment. As long as they 
are desexed!

TRUE Dogs have to stay on their property when not accompanied by 
their owner, so why should cat be allowed to wander? They are 
too destructive and too much of a nuisance to be allowed to do so.

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Sleep constantly interrupted by fighting cats TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
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FALSE TRUE It would have to be affordable TRUE Two CONTAINED cats per household. FALSE No curfew - contain them inside or in an enclosure. NO CURFEW! 
Curfews don't work, and you guys aren't at work at 8pm to 
manage it.

TRUE Maybe if you could do it better than ou currently manage barking dogs though? Don't be so 1952. Bring in cat containment. No roaming cats should be in our beautiful Hills. You're a bit of a joke, other councils are FAR more proactive.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Within reason. Our cat will come inside at night, typically 7pm-
9pm. I would say 10pm curfew as cats can’t tell time and many 
owners will actively try to get there cats in at night. However it’s 
the ones that don’t care and leave their cats out all night that 
cause issues

FALSE Again to a reasonable extend. If I cat is causing an issue on owned land, there should action taken. However many cats don’t cause 
any issues, and may move briskly through other properties. What about animals such as possums? They are of similar size and stroll 
around? I don’t see an issue unless there is complaints from neighbours, then action should be taken

TRUE TRUE Keep the fees low if you do this. fees for dogs go to other things not just admin and 
inspectoral duties. Cats don’t need parks ect and anything more than $5 a cat is just a 
money grab and trying to enforce these bylaws would be near impossible.

TRUE TRUE Great idea but impossible to enforce, you’ll end up spending more 
time on the phone speaking with angry neighbors than you have 
and won’t be able to find anything.

FALSE Very hard to do, and would be used as a reason to increase fees

TRUE TRUE Discount for pensioners FALSE I think if people have a cat run they should be able to have more than two cats. If they are 
roaming, definitely 2

TRUE Maybe earlier in winter TRUE I have spent thousands on a cat enclosure and have had cats coming into my backyard and attaching my cats through the run. They 
have also upset my rabbits

I think you may have to start with curfews and then add confinement over time when people get used to the idea

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE This needs to come into play sooner rather than later
TRUE TRUE FALSE We have 4 cats who all live happily together. The limit should be about 4 - anymore then 

that is excessive
FALSE The times should be in line with sunrise/sunset TRUE Council should enforce the same rules for dogs Dog by-laws would be more effective in my area as there is a much higher number of nuisance dogs then there is cats

FALSE TRUE TRUE I think if a person wants more and has an adequate environment exemptions should be 
available, to responsible owners.

TRUE I think this is a great idea. TRUE I think Cat By-Laws Are Long overdue.

TRUE TRUE Should be the same as for dogs, this is fine FALSE Responsible cat owners can easily accommodate 3 or 4 cats. Oftentimes they are saving 
strays. It would b e a pity for them to be penalised for this. I believe it also won't dissuade 
irresponsible cat owners anyway, they will do what they like.

FALSE Our cat is inside at night from around 9pm to 6am. When a cat has 
been inside all night, they need to go out earlier than 8am in the 
morning, they need to use the toilet! I think the hours can be 
more lenient and still serve their purpose. Again it depends on the 
policing. It would be very disappointing for residents who hate 
cats to use these laws as a weapon against cats and cat owners.

FALSE No, because it depends on how it is policed and enforced. As per above I see it being used as a weapon by cat haters and possible in 
neighbourly disputes. This would be immensely difficult to police fairly.

We have a cat that was rescued from the cat home. He is a wonderful friendly cat. While we strive to keep him in at night, this is not always possible. Keeping him in any more 
than that would be a nightmare, as he spent his earliest years as a stray completely outside. How can a cat that has been conditioned to be outside suddenly be expected to 
stay inside all the me? Also erec ng structures to confine cats outside in a country area like ours is not prac cal.'
As said above, it would be disappointing to see cat haters use these laws against responsible cat owners, just because of their own views.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Only for outside cats FALSE No i absolutely do not agree with this. We have more then 2 cats and they have always 

been and will always be inside cats and have not caused any nuisance to our neighbours so 
why should we be punished. I will not be giving any of fur babies away.

TRUE Only for the safety of cats and wild life I do not think people with inside cats should be at all affected by these changes. We have always done the right thing by our cats and the neighbours.

TRUE TRUE Responsible ownership same as owning a dog TRUE Due consideration for those owners who already have more than 2 cats prior to 
implementation of the cat management plan

TRUE Cats owners demonstrating responsible ownership and regard for 
their community and fauna

TRUE Cat owners need to take responsibility for their animals and respect their neighbours Glad to see council implementing a cat management plan which appears to be fair and reasonable

TRUE FALSE Just another way for the government to get more $.. TRUE More than 2 is ridiculous FALSE Cats should be allowed to be outside just like a dog can be TRUE Too many cats.. I support
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Compulsory Micro Chipping not Registration TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE I think cat registration should be like that for dogs and include the requirement to have 

the cat microchipped and de-sexed
FALSE If they are kept indoors I see no real reason to limit the number to two. I don’t see how 

this will assist with the reduction of unwanted kittens - it would make much more sense to 
insist cats are neutered unless you are a registered breeder. I understand there are some 
cat hoarders but they are the exception amongst cat owners.

TRUE TRUE How does the Council propose enforcing cat nuisance behaviour?

TRUE TRUE It should also be compulsory micro chipped as well TRUE For new owners only I have 3 cats which are indoor only cats FALSE I think they should not be out at any time as my neighbors cat 
seems to hunt and kill during the day also

TRUE I keep my cats indoor all the time and other cats come to the window trying to pick a fight with them  people should take more 
responsibly for their cats

Would love to know how you are going to Inforce these laws

TRUE FALSE Cats that are microchipped should be enough to ‘reunite cats with their owner’ so 
registration won’t add more to this except extra paper work. If there are large cost to 
administer registration then these large costs will be passed on to cat owners. 
microchipping is enough.

FALSE While personally I wouldn’t want more than two cats. The issue shouldn’t be about 
numbers but about whether the cats have been desexed (to address the kitten issue), and 
if they are being treated well.

FALSE A curfew is not a bad idea but 7am to 8pm is more realistic - 
before people leave for work/school.

FALSE ‘Wanders on to land’ should not be considered a nuisance unless the cat is also doing one of the other items. My neighbour’s cat 
often pops over it’s not a nuisance it’s just being friendly. I agree with the other items.

I have said no to the above items based on my comments. If a once-off cat registration aims to ensure microchipping and desexing then I have no problem with that. 
Administrating an Annual registration would be costly and excessive. Having a once-off registration may have the effect of people choosing not having as many cats - rather 
than the council having to enforce a specific limit.

FALSE TRUE TRUE This is a fantastic idea - I think all of the ideas put forward are very fair and valid. TRUE I think a curfew is better than nothing, but realistically cats 
shouldn’t be able to roam just because they want to. Dogs do not 
have this right, nor should cats. Being a responsible pet owner 
means keeping them on your property at all times, unless 
accompanied by you.

TRUE Fantastic, can’t wait for these to be implemented.

TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE
TRUE TRUE FALSE I have had cats all my life and at one stage five in total. 3 of them of the were over the age 

of 16.
Having had a young child these senior cats would runaway for her. We then resue a couple 
of ki ens and they bonded to my child.
So if you limited the cat number you will see older cats being dumped for Kittens

FALSE Over summer i tried to keep my animal lock inside as one had 
been bitten by a brown snake and the other brought a brown 
snake inside.
as a result they would escape and spent time outside otherwise 
one of them would spray inside.
I try and keep them inside however not every night i am successful

FALSE most owners will do the right thing so i dont believe the council needs to enforce this.

TRUE TRUE I think this is a brilliant idea and will hopefully cut down on the amount of strays around 
the area.

TRUE Nil TRUE I have 1 cat and she is inside 24/7, I think the curfew is a great idea 
but could possible be stricter in the future.

TRUE Nil Nil

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE We have 2 or 3 cats come to our place and defacate etc and fight 
at night.  One of the owners has said their cat is used to going 
outside and she cannot and will not make it stay inside as it is not 
used to it.

TRUE See above I hope it goes through but it must be used and not left that people are not made to keep cats inside and off other peoples property.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I believe cats should be confined to owners property/garden as 
we have had many issues with neighbors cats using our vegetable 
garden as a toilet!

Dogs get walked but are confined when owners at work,  
shouldn't it be the same for cats?

This should also greatly reduce their impact on native wildlife.

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE We frequently are awakened by cats fighting underneath the 
master bedroom window at night (usually around 2am) - it would 
be a true pleasure not to have to hear that again!

TRUE As an owner of chickens who are frequently bothered by neighbourhood cats, as well as somebody who has to scoop up the feces of 
others' cats from her garden beds, it will be highly appreciated to know that there would be potential recourse in curbing these 
nuisance behaviours.

FALSE TRUE The sooner the better TRUE TRUE I think cats should be confined to their owners yard at ALL times TRUE This should be implemented immediately! The sooner these come into effect, the better

TRUE TRUE FALSE I already have three cats. My partner is a vet and we routinely foster animals including cats 
so they can  be rehomed.

FALSE It should be recommended but not law. Very hard to police and 
very difficult for owners. Cats are impossible to contain so you'd 
be forcing most people with a cat to purchase an enclosure. $500 
or more for something decent.

FALSE It should be recommended but not law. Very hard to police and very difficult for owners. Cats are impossible to contain so you'd be 
forcing most people with a cat to purchase an enclosure. $500 or more for something decent.

It should probably be done but will upset 99% of existing cat owners.

TRUE FALSE FALSE If cats are desexed and abide by other rules or live entirely inside, there shouldnt be a 
restriction.

TRUE Can be difficult to get a cat indoor by 8pm but believe a curfew is a 
good idea. Cats not used to toileting inside may also cause issues 
and the owner may put cats out to go to the toilet but the cat may 
not return to spend the night inside

TRUE Not sure how this can and will be policed.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE the curfew should be 24 hours TRUE
TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE When you have a 15 year old cat who has always been an outdoor 

cat it would be cruel to lock it up.
TRUE I think there should be exceptions for people who don't live in a built up area.

FALSE TRUE This is a great idea for being able to ID cats that are found or go visiting or are sadly 
found on the road.

TRUE Registered breeders should be able to apply for an exemption, however numbers should 
still be  controlled, it would be worth discussing with registered breeders appropriate 
amounts or allow numbers upon applica on. 
Additionally, those who wish to keep more than two cats, should need to supply adequate 
proof that the cats will be contained to their property with either enclosed fencing (top 
overhead included) or a suitable cat run.

TRUE At the present stage, having the cats (provided the household 
owns less than two cats) confined between 8pm to 8am is a huge 
leap in the right direction, however, I often see cats stalking native 
bird-life during daylight hours also. I would suggest that 
responsible cat owners are encouraged to have their cat held to 
the same responsibility as dog owners, with wandering at anytime 
not permitted. This would take some time to bring into 
enforcement, but a curfew is a very good start.

TRUE How will this be enforced? Would you be advising those that cats are causing a nuisance are photographed or videoed and then 
evidence is submitted to council? Obtaining proof could be difficult, and this could be an issue for enforcing responsibility on to the 
correct owner.

This a huge step in the right direction. Cats are not sometimes pets that should be allowed to hunt or "fend for themselves".

FALSE TRUE It must be policed TRUE TRUE TRUE My garden is bird friendly so finding dead birds is very distressing & people who say their cat doesn't kill birds are delusional

FALSE TRUE Make it affordable, and for god's sake, police it. Once registered cats are compulsarily 
confined, any other cats should be trapped, rehomed if possible or humanely 
euthanised.

TRUE 2 desexed cats. Except for registered breeders. And it needs to be actively policed. FALSE No. Cats should be indoors or in an escape proof run. No curfew - 
they shouldn't be outside at all.

If you must have a curfew, 8pm is too late.

If you must have a curfew, any cats outside after the curferw 
hours need to be trapped, rehomed, reunited or euthanised.

TRUE It would be easier to just get with the science and keep cats confined indoors. Then they won't be nuisances at all, will they. It's not 
hard.

Get it right the first time. These are wishy washy half measures. Just grow a set, and be draconian, and stick to it. There is no place in our ecosystem for cats.

TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE Should be a total ban on cats outdoors. TRUE As above. No.
TRUE FALSE Just another fee.

Its microchipped, so no need for double dipping.
FALSE Just deal with the exceptions rather than making more regulations TRUE FALSE Point 2 is ok. The rest are da .

Dontnput laws jn to replace people nedding to talk to each other tonresolve minor issues.
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE The wandering and urinating/defecating is uncontrollable, unless it is insisted that people confine their cats to their own yards. At 

which point aome soft of agreement to how peoplw should do this and potentially subsidise enclosures. This council thougb has 
many homes that are on large blocks so this will be costly and unviable for most cat owners.

TRUE FALSE Pet registration even for dogs, is too expensive. Households don’t need ANOTHER cost 
by paying for car registration too.

FALSE Whilst I think cats should be contained within a property, I don’t think 2 is a reasonable 
number. Cats aren’t like dogs and being already limited to 2 dogs, the cat limit should be 4.

TRUE While I think a curfew would potentially help, I actually think cats 
should be contained within a property at all times with the 
exception of when they ACCIDENTALLY get out.

FALSE Some points, yes. Some points, no. Another money making avenue for council. 

You want cats registered... do it at MINIMAL cost. $10 a year, per car.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Should enforce confinement to yard. Dogs are not allowed to wonder neither should cats.
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TRUE TRUE FALSE I have 3 already and could never imagine giving them up. I think you should leave it as all 
must be desexed.

TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I think a curfew is a step in the right direction, but cats still hunt 
during the day and enter the properties of others during the day 
also so I would support cats all being indoors 24hrs or confined to 
an outdoor cat run during the day.

TRUE Well done and well overdue

TRUE TRUE discounts for cats like dogs, if they are desexed and or microchipped, pension disounts 
etc helpful.

FALSE As a renter I am limited to two cats, however if I owned my own home I would consider up 
to 4 cats to be ok - it depends on the cats, some like company and some don't.  I would 
also add that some people don't like dogs, so if they have no dogs why not a couple of 
extra cats and bring total up to 4 pets per house hold.

TRUE 8am is too late - as  a person with cats and dogs and kids, keeping 
cat and or dogs inside until 8am when you have to be up and going 
before then is ridiculous.  6.30am would be much more 
reasonable.

TRUE Some cats love being outside - cat runs are an great answer to allowing cats outside time yet keeping them contained. Other ways 
exist also, such as roll bars on top of fences etc.  These cost quite a bit to set up of course, so if council was able to help find a way 
that pet owners could secure their yards be it an owner or a renter would be great. Maybe these things could be covered in the costs 
of registration? or like an interest free loan to set up secure places for the animals etc. would be really helpful.

TRUE TRUE Cheaper for pensioners FALSE If they are indoors, with a cat run, maybe limit to 4? TRUE Earlier in winter, as they need to be in before dark TRUE I have a cat run, cost me thousands and the Nieghbours cats come in and attack my cats through the run!  They also disturb the 
rabbits

TRUE TRUE FALSE I think the cat limit should be no more than 3. Although two is the number for dogs, rural 
households require cats to keep mice at bay.

TRUE Although leniency in the first few months are advised to get the 
cats used to the new laws. They don't speak English, and this may 
take some training.

TRUE As same as my leniency comment above.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE What one person considers a nuisance is not necessarily a nuisance to another person. If you have someone that dislikes cats 
everything could be a nuisance.

FALSE TRUE FALSE If cats are desexed, the option of more than 2 in a home should be allowed. Desexed cats 
don't make unwanted kittens

TRUE TRUE

TRUE TRUE Presumably includes micro chipping? TRUE TRUE Our cat is indoors 24/7.
Impact of cats on wildlife is a major concern.

TRUE Neighbouring cats using my backyard as a toilet has in the past been a very unpleasant issue.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE Microchipped cats shouldn't have to wear collars to carry a plastic registration tag. TRUE TRUE It should be 24/7.

There is no good time for cats to be roaming outside. Keep them 
enclosed and help the birds populations recover.

TRUE Cats should be contained 100% of the me.
Otherwise, how to we hope to ever eradicate feral cats? There are bird species that are only found locally, and they are threatened with extinction. Act before it's too late.

TRUE FALSE This is what microchips are for. TRUE FALSE We do this with our cat anyhow. It’s extremely difficult to get cats 
to do anything or to come inside when they are not ready. We 
make sure she is in by the tome we go to bed, which all day 
owners should do, but having a specific time is purely impractical.

FALSE The people in our community are so anti cat, I can see this being used negatively and causing tension. Most cats, as long as they are bursted and kept in at night are harmless. Our cat doesn’t know how to hunt and loves her outside time. I don’t want to be fined because it’s 
8.05 PM and I’m struggling to get her inside. Be more practical. There is more of a problem with dogs running around than there is with cats.

TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE I support 24 hour cat containment.


Roaming cats cause huge issues, and this will never be addressed 
while cats area allowed to wander at will.

TRUE Far too lenient. 

I would like to say that I look forward to fewer problems from cats once these by-laws are eventually introduced, but I doubt that there will be any difference at all.

TRUE FALSE There is no advantage to people who are already doing the right thing and everyone 
else will just ignore the regulation anyway.

FALSE In most cases I support this but if you have an aging cat that you want to replace with a 
kitten there might be an overlap for some time.

TRUE Our 2 cats are restricted to inside except on the occasions when 
they come out into the garden with us.

TRUE Cat owners need to be responsable no

TRUE TRUE So long as it is not just a cash grab from the council. TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE although it is hard as cats aren't as trainable as dogs and so the 

times can be hard. We try to get our cat in at 4-5pm every night, 
but some days it is later than that due to fine weather. We do 
support mandatory desexing

TRUE

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE i have 3 cats in my yard every night, killing birds and keeping my household awake.
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cats should be confined to their home at all times unless being 

walked on a lead- no different to dogs
TRUE Compulsory desexing just like dogs unless a registered breeder

TRUE TRUE It woukd put a strain on struggling families if this cost a lot Need a maybe response option. I definitely support a limit, but id think 3 or 4 might be 
more reasonable.

TRUE My cat is 100% indoor with a cat run. If i had an indoor /outdoor 
cat it would be difficult to let him out after 8 as i need to leave for 
work in the city before 8. This would cayse problems for people

FALSE Impossible to stop a cat from wandering onto someones land... they dont know its not owned by them I think its a good idea but you cant have a curfew and rules to say cats cant go onto anyone elses property... you may as well say cats have a 24 hour curfew

TRUE TRUE Can registration details be added to microchips ? TRUE Special permission should be given to foster carers of animals for no kill shelters. They are 
usually indoors and temporary placements

TRUE Information on cat runs, DIY and other alternatives should be 
available to residents.
What is the proposed fine for breaking curfew?

TRUE Assistance mediating between parties would be better than fines or removal

TRUE TRUE You state above that the main advantage is to help with reuniting lost cats with their 
owners. What are the other advantages of cat registration that are not being spoken 
of?... What are all the real reasons other than revenue raising?

All of our animals are microchipped and are already able to be reunited to us should 
they become lost. Compulsory registration will be an additional cost which we have 
already undertaken for no additional benefit that you are stating. If an animal is 
microchipped and has documentation proving so I believe the compulsory registration 
should be able to be waved.

FALSE We have 3 cats. One old cat (19) and we rescued 2 feral kittens 2 years ago. All 3 of them 
are desexed thus will not add to the population. If a household is known to be responsible 
owners, there should not be a limit on how many cats they have. One of the main issues 
with unwanted kittens is the fact that there is no feral animal plan which will stop the feral 
animals from breeding.

TRUE All of our cats are inside at night, to protect them and to protect 
the environment.

TRUE It would be interesting to know how council plan to police this. Cats are naturally clean thus how will you know when/where a cat 
defecates or urinates on a persons property without their consent? Are owners going to be required to enclose their properties so 
that their pets can not wander around during the day?

We have a creek running along the back of our property and there are numerous feral cats which inhabit this area. These feral 
animals fight with all our animals (not just our cats but our chickens and rabbit too). We have approached council many times in the 
past with no assistance on how to control the matter other than to be told to hire a possum trap to catch the feral cats which are 
then left to us to dispose of at our own cost. This is hardly acceptable for a residential environment. Cats are naturally territorial 
animals and when one feral cat is killed another one comes in to takes its place. After discussing with the local vet (who are situated 
on the other side of the creek and thus have the same issue with the feral cats) we have had to resort to desexing 2 of the feral cats 
(at our own cost) and then re-release them to help stem the breeding problem.

If council are going to bring in there laws how are they going to be enforced? What are the fines/punishments for owners who do not follow these by-laws? What exemptions 
will be made for owners who already have animals who are desexed, microchipped and inside during the night? Are there going to be any grandfathering clauses for owners of 
more than 2 cats? There needs to be more information provided on how this is to be regulated and what the penalties are likely to be.

TRUE TRUE Registration should be compulsory, along with mandatory desexing and microchipping. 
Registration should not be an annual fee however. It should be a one off cost.

TRUE Excellent idea. However, for households with 3 or more, there must be a grandfathering 
clause. We have 3 cats, 2 were rescued feral kittens that we adopted and had desexed and 
microchipped. You can't expect us to destroy or give away one of our pets, however when 
one dies, I'm quite happy to ensure that we don't replace it.

TRUE Please make the curfew end at 6:30am. One of our cats needs to 
go outside to use the toilet at 6:30am. I also leave to go to work 
early and want to be able to let my cat out.

TRUE There needs to be resources allocated to enforcement and management. Laws by themselves will help, but are much more effective if they are supported. We have had 
dozens of feral cats breeding in the creek behind our house and the council refused to assist. It was up to us to catch them and either destroy them or pay for someone else to 
sort them out. We managed to give away dozens of kittens, we adopted 2 ourselves, destroyed a lot more kittens (not fun I can tell you) had two mature females desexed and 
then released back into the creek (to try and reduce the breeding opportunity for the males) and destroyed countless more mature cats. They are still breeding and 
multiplying and it's out of control. They are now wary of the trap and the problem has simply moved up the creek to safer territory. I would really have liked for council to have 
been able to provide some kind of effective management or assistance rather than the zero help they offered.

FALSE TRUE All creatures under a person's direct care should be registered. TRUE TRUE How would this be enforced? TRUE Fines for the owner?
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Cats should be required to be confined to their owner's property 

at all times, unless under the effective control of their owner, like 
dogs.

TRUE Cats should be confined to the owners property at all times unless under the effective control of their owner, just like dogs. 
Otherwise it's hard to stop them deficating or urinating in a neighbours garden & it can be difficult to tell which cat is the culprit for 
the council to enforce nuisance behaviour.

FALSE TRUE I recently had my cat euthanized. She was almost 15 years old and was only ever 
outdoors with me. There were (and still are) several cats that wander into my property. 
I have no idea where they belong.  They fight, urinate and defecate in my garden. If 
they were registered the owners could be contacted and hopefully the problems could 
be addressed.

TRUE Dogs are limited to 2 so why not cats, especially if they are allowed to wander wherever 
they choose. If households were limited to 2 cats, then it would be less cats wandering the 
neighbourhood.

TRUE Cats always appear to fight in the early hours of the morning, 
usually in someone else’s garden - much more prevalent during 
breeding season. Having a curfew would surely alleviate this and 
also protect our native flora and fauna. A cat’s natural instinct is to 
hunt, particularly at night.

TRUE This would only work if the cats were registered otherwise proving ownership could be difficult. Council would also need to employ 
more public safety officers.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE It shouldn't cost much - not be a revenue raiser. FALSE I have 2 cats but now my son is back home he has brought his kitten with him.  Don't tell 

us to choose which cat has to go.
TRUE TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE This registration system should also require car owners to microchip their pets. TRUE TRUE TRUE There should be a gradual warning system for owners of nuisance pets (I.e. 3 strikes/ fines before severe consequences).
TRUE TRUE FALSE What happens if you have 3 cats are you just meant to get rid of one? That’s ridiculous 

especially if they are pets. I think that this will increase stray cats as if you do have more 
than two people will let one or more go into the wild. What a stupid thing to even suggest.

FALSE I agree that there should be a curfew but I start work at 7 and so 
do a lot of other people my cat enjoys being outside and keeps to 
himself. But will be made to be issue all day and night as I won’t be 
able to let him out at 8 am 
Maybe say 8pm til 6am might be better

TRUE Don’t hurt them Think about people’s lives and the hours people work to be able to make this work

TRUE FALSE Having a micro chip is enough ,without having to pay more money . Cats can be traced 
With a microchip .

FALSE I don't support this at all .People  that  care about cats and are aware of the tragic 
circumstances that stray and feral cats have to live in to survive ,often find themselves 
taking in unwanted cats ,as no kill shelters are normally full . Caring  and paying for  
starving cats that irresponsible people's choices  of not Desexing and or abandoning there 
animals.i personally have spent ,thousands catching stray kittens and cats and either  
having them desexed or paying a no kill shelter to take them .so what will happen to all 
these poor animals if only 2cats per property .

TRUE It's very hard to stop cats wondering into aneighbours property . I personally think humans have more nuisance behaviour s than cats 
and we are having the worst impact on our environment ,so I partly know agree but not completely

I  think that it's a good  move to have all cats desexed and hopefully this will lower the huge no of unwanted kittens and cats ,living in terrible conditions ,also  a curfew on cats 
will be good for cats and wild life .but don't agree with 2 cats per property

TRUE TRUE FALSE I own 3 cats...all desexed all indoors. I think that limits will not actually affect the issue. the 
issue is with people ensuring their cats are confined And desexed. Council may want to 
explore supporting subsidized desexing programs to assist people with the cost of 
desexing. this will address the issue of unwanted litters more effectively than trying to 
limit numbers.  Concern is that some people will simply "abandon" excess cats into the will 
which will only exacerbate the problem.

TRUE whilst this is a  great idea I think the more pressing issue is 
desexing ro  prevent unwanted litters and subsequently adding to 
the unwanted/stray/feral population

TRUE how does council intend dealing with this issue? trap? what will be done with trapped cats given most are not microchips? how will 
council identify owners? what are the consequences?

is council consulting with any cat rescue group regarding by laws? will there be assistance offered regarding subsidized microchips or desexing? how will council cope with the 
excess cat numbers?  what provisions will there be if people surrender cats above th 2 cat limit? how will council check on cat umbers/ welfare?

FALSE TRUE Cat registration should be as rigorous as it is for dogs. There’s no essential difference in 
the impact they have on the environment except that cats are arguably worse. It also 
benefits cat owners as you rightfully say.

TRUE Cats have an ecological impact. They are carnivores so need meat & fish products to eat. 
They produce waste. 2 cats per household is a good way to manage their impact but it 
won’t be popular so there needs to be a positive awareness-raising campaign before & 
during the introduction of the changes. A creative, hopefully funny, but very effective 
campaign.

TRUE A 24-hour curfew would be better. As you say, it protects the cats 
as well as the wildlife. You didn’t mention diseases cats can get 
from other cats, some of which are extremely serious for humans. 
Any responsible person would be happy to have a cat run. I would 
be happy for council funds to be spent on helping set up these 
runs so that all cats are confined 24 / 7.

TRUE Thank you for your efforts to address this serious issue. I encourage you to be brave & make the best laws for the long-term. It is more efficient to do this. If the new laws are 
half- hearted you will have to do this difficult process all over again in a few years. Society is changing quickly towards a more sustainable future. Please be ahead, not behind.

TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE Cats should be confined to owners property at all times, then a 
limit per household wouldn't be needed. Less unwanted kittens, 
less cat fights and people getting annoyed with others cats.

TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE A curfew is great but should definitely be 24/7 as cats will still 
roam, breed and kill na ve animals during the day.
Dogs are already required to be contained 24/7 so seems fair for 
the same for cats

TRUE These laws couldn’t come soon enough, I hope they get passed.
We have a very unique range of na ve animals in Australia and they need all the help they can get.
Less, well contained cats will make a big impact on helping to limit feral cat number
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

FALSE TRUE If a cat is trapped on a rural property registration will help identify if it is a feral or a pet TRUE TRUE I would prefer that cats are treated like dogs in respect to 
wondering, at all mes. 
Cat runs can give the animals outdoor time. Cats can still mate 
during the day and produce unwanted litters resulting in more 
feral cats.

TRUE I believe all cats should be desexed before sold/adopted.

TRUE FALSE If cats will be under curfew I don’t see a point to registration.. TRUE No, I think it’s a great idea. TRUE FALSE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I think cats should be kept inside or have a outdoor cat run, less 

damage on the wildlife and less cats getting hit by cars because of 
roaming!

TRUE

TRUE TRUE Cat ownership standards should be the same as dog standards FALSE This makes rehoming and fostering, and family ‘cat-sitting’ very difficult FALSE Primarily because cats, like every other pet humans keep should 
be kept contained within the property. I dont allow my dog to 
wander, nor my horses to wander. I dont allow my cats to wander 
and do not want anyone elses cat/dog/pet wandering on my 
property.
The double standards available to cat owners is illogical. 
A 24 hr curfew is my preference.

TRUE But any animal allowed to be at large should result in an enforcement It is a great step forward, but remains incomplete, in my opinion.

FALSE TRUE TRUE Cats should be contained at all times to protect wild life. TRUE With cats contained to the owners property this will address cat nuisance behaviour. The Cat By-Law dose not address any of the nuisance behaviour or adverse impact on native wild life out side of the cat curfew time.
TRUE TRUE As long as there are no fees involved for those that keep their cats inside or confined to 

a run and they are also desexed and microchipped I have no issues.
FALSE I currently have more than 2 cats however I have a run in my backyard and the cats can’t 

get out. My neighbor on the other hand has one cat and it pisses all over my front door 
and should be confined. I feel the amount of cats isn’t the issue it’s the confinement of 
them.

TRUE I think it should be early than 8pm. I also think they should be 
confined to the backyard.

TRUE Enforcing desexing and micro hopping is great but also keeping the cats inside or confined to a run. I work in the veterinary industry and hate it when cats come in hit by cars 
or have fight wounds but not only that they are left to roam and kill wildlife. I think confinement is more the issue.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE There needs to be a decent punishment for those who have animals that frequently break curfew
TRUE FALSE Just more cost on top of all the costs you have to pay to council. FALSE FALSE I don’t want to have cat & dog litter trays in my house.mim in 3 

acres fully fenced & my dogs & cats can come & go outside to 
toilet etc. I do not wish to change this. If you are in suburbia them 
absolutely but I wouldn’t have cats when I lived in a town & 
waited a number of years to have my cats. They also keep vermin 
down which is mostly done at night.

TRUE

TRUE FALSE FALSE To limit the number of pets a person can have, provided they are cared for of course, is 
borderline fascist. If you care about limiting damage to the environment and minimising 
nuisance, start with limiting how many children people have. The biggest feral animal in 
Australia walks around on two legs.

FALSE I completely agree that cats are best kept indoors at night to 
minimise harm to themselves and other animals. However I do not 
see how this could possibly be enforced in a reasonable way. 
Again, introduce a curfew with humans first. How many drunken 
brawls, car smashes, and crimes would be prevented if humans 
were kept indoors between 8am and 8pm? Sounds absurd 
because it is.

FALSE I believe this would embolden neighbours to treat cats cruelly. The biggest damage a cat can do is use a garden bed as a litter pan. If 
this is your biggest issue to deal with count yourself lucky and GET A LIFE.

Maybe the council could stop worrying about cats and think about reigning in their disgusting greed and destruction of the Adelaide Hills through unchecked development? 
Just a thought. Might save a few native animals too.

TRUE TRUE I support this as long as cats would be treated with the same respect as dogs when 
caught. They are a loved member of families and would  be grateful to have a lost cat 
returned. Our cat is an indoors cat but she does try to escape and is very stressful trying 
to catch her at times.

TRUE TRUE TRUE But there would be circumstances for owners not always being able to abide this law. I believe it should be law to have them desexed and help minimize the feral cat population.

TRUE TRUE TRUE This should have been done years ago FALSE They are still bird killers through the day. Also cats are territorial 
meaning that they don’t wander at large for kilometres, they 
generally remain around the premisis

TRUE

TRUE TRUE What about cats fighting late at night. And you have told the owners of said cat. And 
your cats stay inside at all time.

FALSE I have two that stay inside and one old cat that stay on the back yard TRUE It will be good to stop cat fighting at night or cat jumping at my 
door early in the morning. To many stray cat up here in lyndoch

TRUE

TRUE TRUE FALSE If a person properly looks after their pets, vaccinated, desexes and maintains their 
household I don’t see why they can’t have more than two. However, I believe upwards of 
5 is excessive

TRUE FALSE Cats are animals. They don’t even realise they’re being a nuisance. I’d only bring this in if it’s excessive.

TRUE FALSE I'm concerned that compulsory cat registration may mean that people are forced to 
give up their cats if they are unable to financially meet registration costs, or otherwise 
lack the skills to navigate the registration system. I worry that more cats will end up in 
shelters or dead because of compulsory registration.

FALSE By limiting households to 2 cats, the homes for unwanted kitten limited. It doesn't matter 
if someone has 2 or 20 cats, as long as their welfare needs are met and they don't cause a 
nuisance. 1 free roaming cat can be more annoying than 20 contained felines.

FALSE I'm concerned that a cat curfew may mean that more cats are 
impounded and euthanised. What measures will the council take 
to ensure free roaming cats are returned to their homes promptly 
and with minimal financial strain to owners? How will councils 
ensure that impounded animals are appropriately rehomed?

TRUE It's important to me that councils do everything possible to minimise impounding pets in pounds, maximising the return of animals to their homes, and ensuring animals that 
are not reclaimed find appropriate new homes. I'm not confident that the council is currently achieving these goals, so more guidelines that result in more impounds I fear will 
remove pets from families and sentence animals to death.

FALSE FALSE will be hard to enforce as indoor cats not visible one of my neighbours has 5 cats? not 
sure you will acheive anything except revenue raising

TRUE again unable to enforce unless you intend inspecting every dwelling on a regular basis FALSE impossible to do if you are a shift worker 1400 - 2200 as many 
nurses and others are

FALSE cats are not the huge problem people with too much time on their hands perceive - human activity accounts for loss of habitat  and 
loss of wildlife - also vermin numbers will greatly increase if cats are contained causing really major health hazard

leave cats and dogs alone-  australia does not allow people with pets to freely have their pets accompany them too many restrictions already

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE 2 are enough TRUE Yes am sick of cats wondering onto our front garden doing their 

business in our garden. Thinking that its their domain.
You have to clean up after your dog so ots good enough for cats.

TRUE

TRUE TRUE I support cat registration for the sole purpose of reuniting lost cats with their 
owners.This is a key component of Council’s role in dog and cat management.

FALSE It has been suggested on the council web site that

"Placing a limit on the number of cats which can reside at a property will assist with the 
reduction of unwanted kittens which require rehoming. It will also build the capacity to 
addresses excessive cat numbers causing health, nuisance and welfare issues."

I put it to council that any number of neutered cats could reside at a property and that 
would achieve the stated objec ve of zero unwanted ki ens.

A limit if two cats per household is a demonstrably ineffective form of birth control. The 
metric of "excessive cat numbers"  is not defined and is thus open to subjective bias.

FALSE A curfew on domestic cats will have no effect toward decreasing 
the impacts that feral cats have on native wildlife. If the safety of 
cat's is the true objective of a curfew then again, this will have no 
effect on the safety of the feral cat population. It could be argued 
that cats are at greater risk from being hit by cars during peak 
traffic hours. If curfews funnel all cats outside at the same time 
then there is a clear risk of increasing the chances of contact 
between animals. Increased contact may result in increased 
conflict, feline fornication and instinctive behaviour.

FALSE These defini ons are subjec ve and run the risk that an unduly sensi ve decision maker will not be fair and impar al.

For example.
- Any cat might be assessed as having an adverse impact on native flora or fauna for simply existing as an introduced species. Just as 
any human resident of the area might also be.
- Cats are ignorant of land tles
- Cats are unable to illicit permission from title owners for permission to enter

The goals for the by-laws need to be specific, measurable, achievable, realis c, and mely.

None of the above addresses accountability for feral cat behaviour and reproduction. This is in spite of the acknowledgement that feral animals contribute significantly to the 
management problems. I suggest that as a body representing the area, the local council be held accountable on all our behalf for all feral cats found in the area.

TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE A great idea TRUE A great idea but cats do as much damage during the day. TRUE Fully support this just wonder how this can be enforced and policed. Stiff fines for owners could be one way. I am no longer a cat owner because I have seen the damage costs do. I congratulate the Council on this initiative.
TRUE TRUE Don’t make it too expensive, just enough to cover costs as then people won’t do it FALSE I think the number can relate to the size of the property. 2 for built up areas. Maybe 4 for 

farms?
TRUE Maybe needs to be earlier at night, once the sun sets, it’s really 

hard to get cats in
TRUE

FALSE TRUE FALSE If cats are housed appropriately with an outside run and are desexed there should be no 
issue.  I think 4 would be a good number.  You would  do better to bring in compulsory 
desexing if not a breeder. I think if you want to have more than two cats you should have 
the option to pay a fee for a council inspector to come to your home for inspection to 
ensure you have an appropriate outside cat run.

FALSE Cats should not be allowed to roam free at anytime TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE I think cats should be confined within their owner's residence at all 
times, I don't understand why it should be different for cats and 
dogs. I live in Nairne and I don't have a problem with cats 
normally, but there are so many cats here they cause issues. The 
cats lie on the road in front of cars and refuse to move unless 
physically shoo'ed, they urinate on our cars, they fight down the 
side of our house and set our dogs off. This is just the behaviour 
we have observed, not the behaviour that goes unobserved such 
as uncontrolled breeding between roaming cats and destruction 
of native fauna.

TRUE Please introduce full time confinement to prevent feral breeding and protection of fauna

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE This should be extended to 24 hours. No dog is allowed to wander, 
so why is a cat?

TRUE

TRUE TRUE FALSE I have 3 cats, 1 a rescue from work, all desexed, microchipped and inside and in a outside 
cat pen. If you have outside cat pens then you should be able to have 4 or 5 but no more 
only provided they are clean and tidy.

TRUE They should be confined 24/7 not just 8pm to 8am TRUE

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE I am not interested in paying for registra on of my cat.

The Mount Barker Council rate charges are huge and I would expect cat registration to 
be free

FALSE FALSE TRUE How would this be implemented

TRUE FALSE If all cats have to be microchipped that is enough registration owners can be found 
easily that way. Any form a registering such as dogs is just revenue raising for the 
council

TRUE TRUE It's easy to confine your cats before 8 am and after 8 pm. Though 
those that don't really care won't as they leave them out all night 
now.

TRUE Yes most certainly. We have a cat that already comes into our property. Scares our cats and gets inside and eats there food. It's a real 
nuisance.we don't want the cat in our yard at all and it is a nuisance and constantly shooing it off.

TRUE TRUE How would you ensure people register their cats TRUE As long as exceptions are possible TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE If a cat if found and taken to the vet or council the owner should be fined before they 

get it back otherwise they won't take these laws seriously.
TRUE TRUE Cats should never be let outside on their own. Doesn't matter if it 

day or night they still attack wildlife. You wouldn't let your dog 
roam the streets all day! When did it become socially acceptable 
to let cats roam wild?

TRUE Cats shouldn't be able to roam free, full stop! There should be harsher penalties for breaches in the cat laws otherwise no one will abide by them.

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Interested in how this will be enforced and any associated penalties
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE FALSE So do you expect us to kill one of our third cats that lived by the kids just because you 

decide to change the law?????????
TRUE But I have a cat that won’t come in the house at all I can’t change 

that 
He is nearly 14 and I won’t change it 
But in further if I got another cat I’m happy to abyied by these 
rules

I’m just lucky I have good neighbours but if they had a problem I would also address this

TRUE TRUE TRUE
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Are you a cat 
owner?

Do you support 
compulsory cat 
registration?

Do you have any comments regarding compulsory cat registration? Do you support a limit 
of 2 cats per 
household?

Do you have any comments regarding a limit of 2 cats per household? Do you support a 
cat curfew (8pm 
to 8am)?

Do you have any comments regarding a cat curfew? Do you support 
Council 
enforcing cat 
nuisance 
behaviour?

Do you have any comments regarding Council enforcing cat nuisance behaviour? Do you have any other comments regarding the Cat By-Law?

TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE TRUE
FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE
TRUE FALSE Microchiping has the same result. I feel reg is just a revenue raiser FALSE This won’t change the number of unwanted kittens FALSE I leave for work at 7am and get home between 6 and 7pm. What 

about others who work even longer hours?
TRUE

TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE
TRUE TRUE I have an indoor cat but I also keep, breed and care for etc.. native wildlife so I see the 

impact cats have on our ecosystems and the domino effect it takes on the wildlife...we 
need to act now!!

TRUE Although this curfew protects some, not all native animals are 
covered... cats still hunt during the day.... can se also suggest 
enclosed areas for cats during the day.... that way all wildlife are 
protected....
Basically your just saying bring your cat in at night... 
People will say that they cant find them, it's got dark etc....

TRUE Enclosed areas....

TRUE TRUE FALSE As long as indoors, desexed, vaccinated and micro chipped I dont see issue with numbers 
as such. I have had 3 cats at once with out issue 2 now and I probably would not have 
more others might want more or if a family member returns to live in a home where there 
are already 2 cats and they bring theirs back no one should have to get rid of their 
companions

TRUE prefer indoor cats then no issue with curfew TRUE indoor cats dont need this there has to be compassion as owing animals is a sensitive issue for families in distress

FALSE TRUE TRUE TRUE Enforcement will be the biggest issue with this measure. I fully 
support a curfew as I'm tired of cats wandering onto my property, 
upsetting my dog and defecating in my garden.

TRUE

TRUE Should be one cat TRUE Should be confined to the owner's property unless on a leash.
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12.6 REPORT TITLE: RECYCLED WATER STORAGE GRANT FUNDING 
APPLICATION 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/106089 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. COUNCIL APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING
(EXCLUDING ATTACHMENTS) DOC/19/106360 

Key Contact Brian Clancey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer/General 
Manager Governance, Strategic Projects and 
Wastewater/Recycled Water  

Sponsor Andrew Stuart, Chief Executive Officer  

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Economic Prosperity 
High Priority: Use recycled water as a catalyst for economic development opportunities 

The Natural Environment & Sustainable Living 
Strategy 2.4 Maximise recycled water use 

Annual Business Plan: 
The Urban Environment 
 Continue with planning and design for the delivery of capital works to expand

the geographical area and volume of storage and supply of recycled water 
within the Callington region 

 Secure new recycled water customers. 

Purpose: 
To seek endorsement for the council action to lodge with the State Government an 
application seeking a grant of $1.25 million from the Regional Growth Fund to 
contribute to the cost of a proposed recycled water storage facility near Callington.  

Summary – Key Issues: 

 New storage for recycled water is required to achieve the council objective of
maximising the productive use of recycled water and having a secure long term
disposal path; 

 The proposed location for the new storage facility is near the town of 
Callington; and 

 Endorsement is sought for the council action to lodge with the State
Government an application seeking a grant of $1.25 million from the Regional
Growth Fund. 
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Recommendation: 

That Council:

Endorse the application lodged with the State Government via the Regional Growth 
Fund seeking a grant of $1.25 million towards the cost of a proposed recycled water 
storage facility near Callington. 

Background: 
1. An information item on this matter was considered at the Council meeting held on

5 August 2019. 

2. A confidential informal gathering of Council Members was held on 19 August 2019. 
This followed on from earlier briefings for Council Members on wastewater and
recycled water. 

3. The State Government via Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) invited 
applications for grants from the Regional Growth Fund. Applications closed on 9 
August 2019. 

4. Grant funds need to be matched by the applicant on a dollar for dollar basis. 

5. The maximum amount that can be applied for is $2 million. The total amount of
grant funding available in 2019/20 is $5 million. 

6. The council objective remains to seek to maximise recycled water for productive
use and community benefit, and in doing so, to have a secure disposal path for 
recycled water that is long term. 

7. To achieve this objective access to a new recycled water storage facility is required. 

8. Previous studies undertaken have demonstrated that the preferred location for
such a facility is in the vicinity of Callington. Soil and climatic conditions are
favourable to enable the establishment of new agri business. 

9. This location also enables use of the existing council infrastructure (recycled water
main that runs from Mount Barker to Callington) and would support the AGL
proposed pumped hydro energy storage project. The location also has the
advantage of supporting infrastructure (cold stores and a transport hub) being
nearby at Monarto. 

10. An important characteristic of the council recycled water supply is that it is drought
proof and the supply capacity will continue to increase with growth. 

Discussion: 

11. Council made application to the Regional Growth Fund seeking a grant of $1.25 
million as a contribution to the design and construction of a lined, recycled water 
storage facility. 
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12. Letters of support were provided by the following and included as an attachment
to the council application: 
 Rebekha Sharkie MP 
 Dan Cregan MP 
 Adrian Pederick MP 
 Hillgrove Resources 
 AGL
 Regional Development Australia – Adelaide Hills, Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island 

(RDA)
 Torrens Valley Orchards 

13. The application has been made available to Council Members in full via the
extranet. Attached is the application minus the numerous attachments. 

14. The application includes the following key points: 

 Preliminary estimated total cost for stage 1 (excludes augmentation 
infrastructure that will be required to connect the storage to new customers 
this being stage 2) of $6.96 million. This includes considerable contingency and 
does not assume that existing on site equipment at the Hillgrove Resources 
mine would be available for use as that is yet to be determined (see below). 

 Capacity of 450 – 500 mega litres. 

 Forecast significant new employment i.e. construction and ongoing, permanent 
and casual, direct and indirect. 

 Target timing for practical completion of April 2021. 

15. In parallel, discussions on possible strategic partnering arrangements are 
continuing with both Hillgrove Resources and AGL. These discussions include the 
potential use in construction of existing on site (at the mine) equipment via
arrangement with Hillgrove Resources and the possibility of the capacity of the 
facility being upsized via capital funding that is derived from sources external to
council. 

16. Similarly the RDA is acting as a facilitator in continuing to pursue potential new 
customers for recycled water for agri business to enable transition from dryland to
irrigated land uses. 

17. Prior to final project decision making by Council, the preparation of a business case 
will be completed. That will include: 

 Forecast reduction in wastewater treatment cost (capital and recurrent) if 
disposal of recycled water to the creek is avoided; 

 Forecast capital and recurrent cost of both stages of the project; 

 Forecast recurrent revenue from recycled water sales attributable to the 
project; 
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 Provision for asset renewal;

 Recognition of social and environmental benefits that would arise from the 
project; 

 A statement of assumptions; and 

 Identification of key risks and management of same. 

Community  Engagement:  

Informing only In due course, a communication strategy will be prepared and 
implemented to ensure that information provision to the local 
community occurs. 

Policy: 
Not applicable to the grant funding application.  
Prudential Management Policy in relation to the project (see below). 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
Current provision is for total capital expenditure of $7.5 million over the next five years. 

Budget: 
The 2019/20 budget has $800,000 to enable stage 1 of the project to progress the 
preparation for the construction that includes the land acquisition and other 
deliverables such as geotechnical testing and engineering design to be undertaken.  

To enable the project (both stages) to be completed, further capital funds are required. 
The forward estimates for wastewater/recycled water include further capital 
expenditure in 2020/21 and 2021/22 as previously presented to Council Members via 
informal gatherings.  

Current estimate is that around 90% of the total project cost would be attributable to 
stage 1 and around 10% to stage 2. 

The pursuit of grant funding is very important to supplement council funds derived from 
payments to council by developers via wastewater infrastructure fees when 
development is undertaken. 

Statutory/Legal: 
In due course a development application for the proposed facility will be required. 

The transfer of the ownership of the proposed site (from Hillgrove Resources to Council) 
as per the 2010 contract between Hillgrove Resources and Council and recent letter 
from Hillgrove Resources to Council will need to be enacted in a timely manner. 

The forecast capital cost of stage 1 would trigger the requirement for a prudential 
report to be prepared pursuant to the Local Government Act. 
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Staff Resource Requirements: 
Funded from the project budget, Council has retained an external project manager 
(casual basis) who has direct experience in the design and construction of recycled 
water storage of this scale. 

Environmental:  
The proposed storage facility would deliver environmental benefits. 

Social: 
The proposed storage facility would deliver social benefit through the generation of 
employment and economic development as outlined in the application. 

Risk Assessment: 
A number of risks have been identified and for each a mitigation and management 
strategy is being prepared. 

Risks include the timing and outcome of the development application process and the 
possibility of unexpected rock being encountered. 

Asset Management: 
Responsibility for management of the proposed storage facility would rest with council 
as is the case with the existing facility on Little Dublin Road that was constructed by 
council in 2010. 

Conclusion: 
Endorsement of Council’s application for grant funding from the Regional Growth Fund 
of $1.25 million is recommended given the need for the facility and the community 
benefits that it would enable. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting Date 5 August 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/85572 
Title Regional Growth Fund Application 
Purpose To make known the intention for council to submit an application to the State 

Government for a grant from the Regional Growth Fund towards the design and 
construction of new recycled water storage at Callington. 
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12.7 REPORT TITLE: REGIONAL SPORTS HUB BOARD AND SUB-
COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE AND 
INDEPENDENT BOARD MEMBERS NOMINATION 
PANEL 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/101322 

ATTACHMENTS: 1 – DOC/18/103831 – RSH BOARD TERMS OF 
REFERENCE 
2 – DOC/18/104443 – RSH SUB-COMMITTEE TERMS 
OF REFERENCE 

Key Contact Ros McDougall, Risk and Governance Officer 

Manager/Sponsor Brian Clancey, Deputy CEO/General Manager 
Governance, Strategic Projects, 
Wastewater/Recycled Water  

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Community Wellbeing 
CW 5:  Recreation and Physical Activity Development 
CW5.2: Provide facilities and space that encourages physical activity 

Annual Business Plan: 
Nil 

Purpose: 
To seek approval of the Terms of Reference for the Regional Sports Hub Board and Sub-
Committee.   
To appoint members to the Independent Board Members Nomination Panel. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
- Draft Terms of Reference for the Regional Sports Hub Board and Sub-Committee 

have been developed; 
- A Panel is proposed to be appointed to undertake a process that culminates in 

nominations being presented to a council meeting for the appointment of the 4 
independent Board Members; 

Recommendation: 

That Council:  

1. Approve the draft Terms of Reference of the Regional Sports Hub (RSH) Board 
(attachment 1) and its Sub-Committee (attachment 2); 

2. Appoint the Mayor and the General Manager, Community Services (Mr Greg Parker) 
to the RSH Independent Board Members Nomination Panel and an independent 
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person with significant experience in the sport and recreational sector who is to be 
chosen by the Mayor and General Manager, Community Services ; 

3. Note that a report to a future Council meeting from the Panel will recommend the 
four (4) independent members to be appointed to the RSH Board. 

4. Note that Budget Review 1 for 2019/20 will need to include an adjustment to the 
adopted Council budget to make provision for costs associated with the recruitment 
process and sitting fees for the independent board members, a total of $12,000. 

Background: 
1. Council Members had two workshops (2 October 2018 and 4 March 2019) to discuss 

the proposed governance and management model of the Regional Sports Hub (RSH). 

2. At the 1 April 2019 Council meeting the Regional Sports Hub Part 1 Operations and 
Governance Model (prepared for council by Brian Cunningham and Associates) was 
adopted. 

3. The Model recommended 1 Council Committee (the RSH Board) and 1 sub-
committee. 

4. The Model recommended the Board be in place 12 months before the Regional Sports
Hub is expected to be operational.  Operational target is late 2020. 

5. It is anticipated that all of the Board members could be appointed at the Council 
meeting in either December 2019 or January 2020. 

Discussion: 

6. Terms of Reference were drafted for the RSH Board and the sub-committee. 

7. Feedback on the working draft was sought via: 
- a meeting of the Regional Sports Hub Project Partners Group (comprising a group 

of the funding partners being – Football Federation of SA, SA National Football 
League, Netball SA, SA Cricket Association and Tennis SA); and 

- a combined workshop with the Council Members and the Audit and Risk 
Committee. 

Board 
8. The Board will have an opportunity to provide feedback to Council on the Terms of 

Reference (Attachment 1) and a draft Business Plan which is to be developed using 
the adopted Business Case and Addendum and the Operations and Governance 
Model. 

9. The Board is accountable to Council and its role and objective is to: 
- ensure that the facility is promoted and that there is maximum participation 

while seeking to minimise the cost; 
- set the strategic direction and govern the operational management; 
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- be responsible for the strategic, financial and governance aspects; 
- establish and manage lease/licence agreements with users; 
- consider commercial arrangements; 
- direct all activity on the site; and  
- provide advice to Council on matters referred to the Board by Council. 

10. The Board will be a Local Government Act Section 41 Council Committee with the 
following key aspects: 
10.1 Membership to be comprised 4 independent members and 1 council member 

with all appointments to be made by a council meeting resolution including 
to appoint a member as the Chairperson.  This is the same composition as that 
for the Council’s Audit and Risk Committee which is working very well. 

10.2 The 4 independent members will have a cross section of experience and will 
be paid a sitting fee.  It is envisaged the sitting fee will be a similar amount to 
that of the Audit and Risk Committee (see below under Budget). 

10.3 A staff member will be appointed to assist the Board as the Executive Officer 
(envisaged as being the General Manager, Community Services Mr Greg 
Parker). 

10.4 The Board will have some delegated authority as detailed in Section 7 on 
pages 3 and 4 of Attachment 1. 

11. The Board meetings will be open to the public (unless considering a confidential 
matter) and will comply with the requirements under the Local Government Act for 
the timeframes involving notice of meetings and minutes etc. 

Independent Board Members Nomination Panel 
12. A 3 person panel is recommended to undertake the process of recruiting the 4

independent Board members and will be assisted by the Risk and Governance 
Officer. 

13. Membership of the Panel is recommended to be the Mayor, the General Manager 
Community Services and an independent person with significant experience in the 
sport and recreational sector to be chosen by the Mayor and General Manager 
Community Services. 

Sub-Committee 
14. The Board must be in place before the Sub-committee can be established. 

15. The Board will have an opportunity to review the Terms of Reference for the Sub-
committee (Attachment 2) and provide feedback to Council. 

16. The Sub-committee is the communication mechanism for RSH users to the Board and 
will advise on operational matters e.g. bookings, events, requests, complaints; and 
effectiveness of the management of the facility. 

17. Membership of the Sub-committee will comprise: 
17.1 A chairperson (see point 18 below) 
17.2 one nominee from the three State Sporting Organisations that feature in stage 

1 and one nominee from their local/regional league/association being the 
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Football Federation of SA, South Australian National Football League and SA 
Cricket Association 

17.3 if there are other regular RSH user groups they can collectively nominate up to 
two nominees; 

17.4 Netball SA and Tennis SA being ex-officio members 
17.5 One Council Member  
17.6 Each of the above to have a proxy member. 

18. The Executive Officer to the Board (envisaged to be the General Manager Community 
Services Mr Greg Parker) is proposed to be the Chairperson of the Sub-Committee 
which will achieve connectivity between the Board and the Sub-committee. 

19. The Sub-Committee meetings will be open to the public (unless considering a 
confidential matter) and will comply with the requirements under Part 3 of the Local 
Government (Procedures at Meetings) Regulations 2013. 

20. It is not proposed that a sitting fee be payable to members of the Sub-Committee. 

Future Decisions 
21. A future report to a Council meeting:

- will include the recommendations from the Nomination Panel on independent 
member appointments to the RSH Board including for the role of Chairperson; 
and 

- will include recommended independent member remuneration i.e. sitting fees; 
- will require the appointment of 3 different Council Members to : 

o a Council Member to the RSH Board; 
o a Council Member to the RSH Sub-Committee; 
o a Council Member as proxy to the RSH Sub-Committee 

Community Engagement:  

Informing only Information is provided via this report which is available on 
Council’s website.  Information will be available when 
recruitment for independent Board members commences. 

Policy: 
N/A 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
This project is included in the LTFP including operating costs as forecast in the Regional 
Sports Hub Business Case as at 5 December 2017 and addendum 01 as at 17 January 2019 
(adopted by Council 6 May 2019).  A further update to the Business Case is currently being 
prepared. 

As per the Business Case Addendum 01 adopted 6 May 2019, the forecast direct 
operational deficit (excluding depreciation and interest costs associated with the 
required council loan) for the first full year of operations is circa $54k per annum. This 
amount includes provision for the payment of sitting fees to independent board 
members. The current forecast total operating deficit, assuming council contributes 
around $8 million to the capital cost of stage 1 as is notionally provisioned in the LTFP is 
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circa $737k per annum (including operational, depreciation and interest costs associated 
with the required council loan).  

Budget: 
It is anticipated that a small budget will be required for the recruitment/Nomination 
Panel process (advertising, independent person, recruitment services, administration 
costs) for independent Board Members – a $5,000 budget is recommended.   

Sitting fees for independent board members are anticipated to be similar to the Audit 
and Risk Committee members who are currently paid: Chairperson - $482 and other 
independents $362. If an inaugural meeting and 2/3 further meetings are held within the 
current financial year a budget of around $7,000 will likely be required.  These operating 
costs (a total of $12,000) will need to be included at the first Council budget review later 
this calendar year.  The first full year of the board sitting may have up to 6 meetings 
requiring an operating budget in 2020/21 of around $12,000. 

Statutory/Legal: 
The Terms of Reference have been developed in accordance with Section 41 of the Local 
Government Act 1999. 

Staff Resource Requirements: 
The Risk and Governance Officer will assist the Independent Board Members Nomination 
Panel. 

Environmental:  
N/A 

Social: 
N/A 

Risk Assessment: 
There is a risk that Council may not get sufficient applicants with the required expertise 
for the independent Board member appointments. 

Asset Management: 
N/A 

Conclusion: 
It is timely to now formalise the attached Terms of Reference and to commence the 
recruitment process for the four independent members of the Board. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting Date 1 April 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/4289 
Title MOUNT BARKER REGIONAL SPORTS HUB OPERATIONS / GOVERNANCE MODEL 

AND BUSINESS STRATEGY 
Purpose To seek Council endorsement of the Mount Barker Regional Sports Hub operating 

and governance model (part 1) (attachments 1 and 2) and the business strategy 
(part 2) (attachment 3) to enable preparation for operations to proceed. 
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Mount Barker Regional Sports Hub Board 
Terms of Reference 

Established as a Committee of the Mount Barker District Council 
pursuant to Section 41 of the Local Government Act 1999 

Endorsed by Council at its meeting on TBA 

1. NAME
1.1 The Committee will be known as the Mount Barker Regional Sports Hub Board (the Board) 

(pending Council determining a formal name of the facility) 

2 ROLE AND OBJECTIVES 
2.1 The Board will: 

2.2.1 maximise participation of the facility and seek to minimize the cost 

2.2.2 promote the services and facilities of the Regional Sports Hub (RSH); 

2.2.3 have responsibility for the strategic, financial and governance aspects of the RSH; 

2.2.4 set the strategic direction and govern the operational management of the RSH 
facilities in order to meet the key objectives of the RSH as set out by Council in the 
adopted Business Strategy and the Operating and Governance model; 

2.2.5 be responsible for the establishment and subsequent review of management and 
lease/licence agreements with RSH users; 

2.2.6 consider commercial arrangements to optimise returns to the RSH;  

2.2.7 provide advice to Council on any matter referred to the Board by Council; and 

2.2.8 be responsible for directing that all activity undertaken within the RSH site is in 
accordance with legislative requirements. 

3. SUB-COMMITTEE

3.1 The Board will establish a User Sub-Committee to be known as the Regional Sports Hub User 
Sub-Committee (Sub-Committee).  

3.2 The Sub-Committee will report to the Board.  

3.3  The Sub-Committee will be advisory, it will not have any delegated powers. 
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3.4  The Council will provide to the Board a draft Terms of Reference including the composition for 
the Sub-Committee and provide an opportunity for the Board to provide feedback to the 
Council before finalising the Terms of Reference. The same opportunity will be afforded to 
Council should the Board subsequently propose to alter the Terms of Reference for the Sub-
Committee. 

3.5 The Board will take into account the advice from the Sub-Committee on user requirements and 
arrangements including their input to scheduling and feedback on the effectiveness of the 
facilities’ operations.  

3.6  The Chairperson of the Sub-Committee will be same person as the Executive Officer to the 
Board. 

4. ACCOUNTABILITY 

4.1 The Board is accountable to Council.

5. FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BOARD

The Board will: 

5.1 Direct the preparation of policies necessary to govern the RSH facilities for Council approval. 

5.2 Direct the preparation of procedures and associated governance mechanisms to enable the 
effective implementation of the approved policies and the approved annual business plan.  

5.3 Present a draft annual business plan and budget, including proposed commercial undertakings 
and key performance indicators, by 30 March each year for Council approval. 

5.4 Prepare and present a draft 3 year rolling business plan for Council approval. 

5.5 If requested, provide high level advice to Council on matters concerning the facilities and 
adjacent developments.  

5.6 Present a 3 year marketing plan for Council approval. 

5.7 Govern the implementation of the marketing plan. 

5.8 Encourage commercial sponsorship and investigate other sources of revenue and make 
recommendations to Council. 
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6 REPORTING 

6.1 The Board shall provide quarterly reports to Council summarising the financial and operation 
position against the annual business plan key performance indicators. 

6.2  The Board shall provide an annual report to Council by no later than 30 September each year 
which will also include whether the Board believes changes are required to the Terms of 
Reference. 

7. DELEGATED AUTHORITY

The Board will have delegated authority to: 

7.1 Meetings: 

- Determine the time and place for Board meetings. 

7.2 Sub-Committee 

- Establish the sub-committee following endorsement from Council of the proposed Terms of 
Reference for the Sub-Committee and will be known as the Regional Sports Hub Sub-
Committee (Sub-Committee). 

- Members of the Sub-Committee may be removed from office by Board resolution at any 
time. 

7.3 Procedures and associated administration.  

- Approve regional sport hub procedures and associated administration necessary to 
implement the approved annual business plan and that are consistent with approved 
Council policies relevant to the RSH. 

7.4 Management and Other Agreements  

- Negotiate and execute the management agreements that are in accordance with the 
approved RSH Business Strategy and Operations and Governance Model and approved 
Council Policies, with the user groups. 

7.5 Financial: 

- Consult with the Sub-Committee to formulate a draft annual budget to be submitted to 
Council by 30 April each year. 

- Having regard to strategic objectives assess and regularly review to what extent a subsidy 
should apply to each regular user group and ensure that any subsidy is disclosed and 
reported on. 

- Expend Council’s approved budgeted funds. 
- Set RSH fees and charges. 
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- Raise funds through approved fees or charges and deposited with Council for receipting 
to the RSH account. 

- Consider, endorse and recommend to Council grant funding applications to external 
bodies from Council, user groups, associations and State Sporting Organisations. 

- Other revenue streams. 

7.6 Contracts 

- Enter into contracts within the approved annual budget in accordance with Council’s 
procurement processes and policies.  

7.7 Lease/Licence 

- The power to grant a lease or licence consistent with objectives. 

8. FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS 

Meetings will initially be scheduled bimonthly and eventually will be held quarterly and on an 
as needs basis. 

9. MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT

9.1 The Board shall comprise 4 independent members and 1 Council Member (ensuring a different 
Council Member to that on the Sub-Committee).  

9.2 Council will determine the process to appoint the Board members; 

9.3 Two (2) Independent Members will be appointed for two (2) years and the Independent 
Chairperson and other member will be appointed for three (3) years.  A person is eligible for 
reappointment at the expiry of their term.  

9.4 One of the Board Members is to be appointed by Council as the Independent Chairperson . 

9.5 Each independent Board Member will be remunerated on the basis of a sitting fee per meeting 
attended. 

9.6 The Independent Chairperson will be remunerated an additional amount in recognition of this 
further responsibility. 

9.7 Each independent member of the Board shall have Australian Institute of Company Directors 
(AICD) qualifications (or equivalent) or demonstrated experience, comprising: 

- An independent Chairperson with: 
o broad commercial, local or state government experience; and 
o connections (as well as broad governance background), 
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o high level commercial acumen and financial management skills, and 
o preferably with an interest or background in community development and/or sports 

management and administration. 
- At least one independent board member with: 

o high level commercial acumen, 
o contract management 
o financial management skills,
o significant experience or past involvement in the management and growth of sports 

facilities; 
o in master planning; or 
o in leisure and/or recreation.

- At least one independent board member with: 
o significant experience or past involvement in the management of community events;
o experience in marketing and/or 
o the provision of community / disability / public health services; and 
o with a sound understanding of the important of a whole of community focus for the 

facility. 
- An Executive Officer appointed by Council will be present at all meetings.   The Executive 

Officer will not be member of the Board and will be a Council Management representative 
with broad experience and/or portfolio of responsibilities ranging across strategy, 
communications, operations, facilities, leases and licences, asset management or facility 
management. 

9.8 Members of the Board may be removed from office by Council resolution at any time.  

9.9 Members of the Board may resign their position at any time by giving notice of their intention in 
writing to the Chairperson of the Board or if the Chairperson of the Board is resigning, then to 
the Executive Officer.  

9.10 If a vacancy occurs on the Board Council will appoint a replacement Member to the Board. 

10. QUORUM 

10.1 The quorum will be 3 members. 

When the Chairperson is absent, the members present shall choose who is to fulfil that role for 
the meeting. 

11. ACCESS TO MEETINGS 

11.1 In accordance with the principles of open, transparent and informed decision making, 
Board meetings must be conducted in a place open to the public. Members of the public 
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are able to attend all meetings unless prohibited by resolution of the Board under the 
confidentiality provisions of Section 90 of the Act.  

11.2 Members of the public shall have access to all documents related to the Board unless 
prohibited by resolution of the Board under the confidentiality provisions of Section 90 & 
91 of the Local Government Act (1999). 

12. NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

12.1 The Board shall conduct its meetings in the Council Chamber, Local Government Centre, 6 
Dutton Road, Mount Barker until such time as construction of Stage 1 of the RSH has been 
completed and thereafter at the RSH.  

12.2 In accordance with Section 87 of the Act a notice of each meeting confirming the venue, 
time and date, together with an agenda of items to be discussed, shall be forwarded to 
each member of the Board and observers, no later than three (3) clear days before the date 
of the meetings. Supporting papers shall be sent to Board Members (and to other attendees 
as appropriate) at the same time.  

12.3 Notice of meeting, agenda and supporting information will be placed on public display at 
the RSH, Council’s Customer Service Centre and the Council’s website. 

13. MINUTES 

13.1 The Chief Executive Officer shall ensure that the proceedings and resolutions of all 
meetings of the Board, including recording the names of those present and in attendance, 
are minuted and that the minutes otherwise comply with the requirements of the Local 
Government (Procedure at Meetings) Regulations 2013.  

13.2 Minutes of Board meetings shall be circulated within five (5) clear days after a meeting to all 
members of the Board and to all members of the Council.  

13.3 Minutes of the Board meeting will be placed on Council’s website, on public display at the 
Council’s Customer Service Centre within five (5) clear days of the meeting and kept on 
display from the beginning of the previous year. 

14. MEETING PROCEDURE 

14.1 The Board shall conduct meetings in accordance with the Local Government Act 1999 and 
observing the provisions Part 1 – Preliminary, Part 2 – Meetings of Councils and Key Committees 
and Part 4 – Miscellaneous of the Local Government (Procedures at Meetings) Regulations 2013; 
and Council’s Code of Practice for Meeting Procedures; and Code of Practice (Access to Council 
and Committee Meetings and Documents). 
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14.2 Conflict of Interest declarations are required pursuant to S 73 - 75B of the Local Government Act 
1999. 

15. OTHER

The Board shall have access to reasonable resources in order to carry out its duties.

16. REVIEW

A review will be undertaken by an independent consultant appointed by Council, after 2 years 
of the Board being operational and again at 5 years.  This review will consider governance 
arrangements, management agreements, financial and operational aspects including the co-
ordination and management of facilities. 

A review of the Board Terms of Reference can occur at any time that the Council deems is 
required but in any event, will occur within 12 months of the Local Government general 
elections. 

17. ACCESS TO TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Board’s Terms of Reference is available for public inspection at the Customer Service 
Centre, at the Local Government Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker, South Australia and on 
the Council’s website www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au 

18. FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information on this Terms of Reference or the operations of the RSH Board, please contact:  

Name:  Ros McDougall  
Title:  Risk and Governance Officer  
Address:  Mount Barker District Council  

PO Box 54, 
Mount Barker South Australia, SA, 5251  

Telephone: 8391 7231  
Email:  rmcdougall@mountbarker.sa.gov.au 
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Regional Sports Hub Sub-Committee 
Terms of Reference 

Established pursuant to S41 
of the Local Government Act 1999 by the RSH Board 

Endorsed by RSH Board at its meeting on ?? 

1. ROLE 

1.1 The Sub-Committee will be established by the Regional Sports Hub Board (the ‘Board’). 

1.2 The Sub-Committee will advise the Board on the operational aspects of the Regional Sports 
Hub (RSH) including: 

- Bookings 
- Special Events 
- Requests 
- Complaints 
- Performance of the facilities 
- Effectiveness of the management of the facilities 
- Communication. 

2.1 REPORTING RESPONSIBILITIES 

2.1 The Sub-Committee will report to and advise the Board. 

3. DELEGATED AUTHORITY
The Sub-Committee will not have any delegated authority for expenditure or decision making.

4. FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS 

The Sub-Committee will determine the time and dates for its meetings which are scheduled to
be held bimonthly, reducing to quarterly by year 2-3. 

Special meetings can be held as required. 
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5. MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT

5.1 The Sub-Committee will be comprised of: 

5.1.1 The Chairperson being the person appointed by Council (from time to time) to the role 
of Executive Officer to the RSH Board. 

5.1.2 One nominee of the State Sporting Organisations and one nominee from their local 
league/association or local club (as determined by the State Sporting Organisations) 
that regularly use the Regional Sports Hub being: 

o Football Federation SA (FFSA) 
o SA National Football League (SANFL)
o SA Cricket Association (SACA)

5.1.3 One Council Member (to be appointed by a Council meeting resolution).

5.1.4 If there are other regular RSH user groups, they may collectively nominate up to 
two nominees for appointment to the Sub-Committee by the RSH Board. 

5.1.5 One additional nominee from the following State Sporting Organisations and one 
nominee or delegates from their local league/association or local club (as determined 
by the State Sporting Organisations) will be considered ex-officio until that stage of 
construction for netball and tennis facilities is approved by Council:  

o - Netball SA 
o - Tennis SA 

5.1.6 Each of the above members  is entitled to appoint a proxy member who can attend 
when the member is unable to attend and should advise the Chairperson; 

5.2 There is no remuneration for Sub-Committee members. 

5.3 Sub-Committee Members may be removed by the Board. 

5.4 Members of the Sub-Committee may resign their position by giving notice to the organisation 
they represent and advising the chairperson of the Sub-Committee; 

5.5 From time to time members may change their nominee; 

5.6 If a vacancy occurs the organisation without a representative will have an opportunity to advise 
the Board of the replacement member. 

5.7 If the Chairperson is absent a proxy will be present. 
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6 QUORUM 

The quorum will be 5. 

7 ACCESS TO MEETINGS 

7.1 In accordance with the principles of open, transparent and informed decision making, Sub-
Committee meetings must be conducted in a place open to the public. Members of the public 
are able to attend all meetings unless prohibited by resolution of the Sub-Committee under the 
confidentiality provisions of Section 90 of the Act.  

7.2 Members of the public shall have access to all documents related to the Sub-Committee unless 
prohibited by resolution of the Committee under the confidentiality provisions of Section 90 & 
91 of the Local Government Act (1999). 

8. NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

8.1 The Sub-Committee shall conduct its meetings in the Council Chamber, Local Government 
Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker until such time as construction of stage 1 of the RSH 
has been completed and thereafter at the RSH.  

8.2 That a generic public notice and agenda will displayed at the Customer Service Centre and 
the Council’s websites along with meeting dates. .

9. MINUTES

9.1 The minutes will include the names of members present; each motion; and disclosure of 
interest, any order made under Section 90 and 91 of the Local Government Act.  

9.2 Minutes of Committee meetings shall be circulated within five (5) clear days after a meeting 
to all members of the Sub-Committee and to all members of the Regional Sports Hub 
Board.  

9.3 Minutes of the Sub-Committee meeting will be placed on Council’s website, on public 
display at the Customer Service Centre within five (5) clear days of the meeting and kept on 
display from the beginning of the previous year. 
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10. MEETING PROCEDURE 

10.1 The Committee shall conduct meetings in accordance with the Local Government Act 1999 and 
observing the provisions Part 1 – Preliminary, Part 3 – Meetings other Committees and Part 4 – 
Miscellaneous of the Local Government (Procedures at Meetings) Regulations 2013; ; and Code 
of Practice (Access to Council and Committee Meetings and Documents).  Part 2 of the 
Regulations do not apply to this Committee. 

10.2 Conflict of Interest declarations are required pursuant to S 73 - 75B of the Local Government Act 
1999. 

11. REVIEW

RSH Board will initiate a review from time to time to ensure the effectiveness of the sub-
committee. 

12. ACCESS TO TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Sub-Committee’s Terms of Reference is available for public inspection at the Customer 
Service Centre, at the Local Government Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker, South Australia
and on the Council’s website www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au 

13. FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information on this Terms of Reference or the operations of the Sub-Committee, please 
contact:  

Name:  Ros McDougall  
Title:  Risk and Governance Officer  
Address:  Mount Barker District Council  

PO Box 54, 
Mount Barker South Australia, SA, 5251  

Telephone: 8391 7231  
Email:  rmcdougall@mountbarker.sa.gov.au 
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12.8 REPORT TITLE: REVIEW OF POLICIES – FUNDING POLICY; TRADE 
WASTE DISCHARGE POLICY; DISPOSAL OF COUNCIL 
LAND AND OTHER ASSETS POLICY; TOURISM SIGNS 
POLICY  

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: FOL/15/205_DOC/19/102430 

ATTACHMENTS: A1: DOC/19/103032– FUNDING POLICY  
A2: DOC/18/131526 TRADE WASTE DISCHARGE 
POLICY 
A3: DOC/19/74749 – DISPOSAL OF COUNCIL LAND 
AND OTHER ASSETS POLICY 
A4: DOC/19/104809 – TOURISM SIGNS POLICY 

Key Contact Vivien Pegler, Personal Assistant to General Manager 
Community Services 

Manager/Sponsor Greg Parker, General Manager Community Services 

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Governance and Leadership 
GL2:  Corporate capacity and leadership 
GL2.1 Demonstrate accountability through clear, relevant and easily accessible 

policies and corporate reporting 

Annual Business Plan: 
5.3.2 Risk and Governance 

Purpose: 
To provide a list of four (4) revised Policies and to adopt the revised policies related to: 

1. Funding Policy 
2. Trade Waste Discharge Policy 
3. Disposal of Council land and other Assets Policy 
4. Tourism Sign Policy 

Summary – Key Issues: 
Four (4) revised policies are provided for adoption. 

Recommendation: 

That Council adopt the following revised policies: 
1. Funding Policy 
2. Trade Waste Discharge Policy 
3. Disposal of Council land and other Assets Policy 
4. Tourism Sign Policy 
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Background: 
1. Council’s outdated policies have recently been reviewed and have been revised using 

the new templates. 
2. Council’s external auditors have also highlighted that the Funding Policy and Trade 

Waste Discharge Policy are overdue for review. 

Discussion: 
3. Council has in place a policy framework that encourages regular review of policies. 

4. Below is a list of policies reviewed and the revision changes are noted as 
strikethrough and red for new content.  The revised policies are included as 
Attachment 1-3. 

Policy Name Revision Changes 
Funding Policy Converted to new Template. 

Trade Waste Discharge Policy  Converted to new template,   
Addition of Roles and Responsibilities 

Disposal of Council land and 
Assets Policy 

Converted to new template. 
Added IT disposal options to benefit the 
community. 

Tourism Sign Policy Converted to new template 

5. As staff work through further policy revision there will be similar future reports to
Council.  

Community  Engagement:  

Informing only The revised Policies will be placed on Council’s website. 

Policy: 
There is a policy framework 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
N/A 

Budget: 
There is no budgetary impact. 

Statutory/Legal: 
None of the above policies are required by Legislation. 

Staff Resource Requirements: 
There is no impact on staff resourcing. 

Environmental:  
N/A 
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Social: 
The revised Policies will assist the community in understanding Council’s requirements. 

Risk Assessment: 
There is a risk that policies that are not revised may no longer be relevant. 

Asset Management: 
N/A 

Conclusion: 
Relevant Policies have been revised and provided for approval. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting 
Date 

5 May 2014 
3 November 2008 

HPRM 
Reference 

DOC/12/105644 
10/30812 

Title Funding Review 
Purpose Provide Audit Committee with the draft Funding Policy following 

review. 

Meeting 
Date 

15 September 2014 
15 December 2011 
18 April 2004 

HPRM 
Reference 

14/084329 
11/150539 
10/30898 

Title Review of Council’s Trade Waste Discharge Policy 
Purpose To provide consultation feedback on the revised Trade Waste Discharge 

Policy so that Council can adopt the Policy. 

Meeting 
Date 

5 September  2016 
4 November 2013 

HPRM 
Reference 

DOC/16/80873 
13/080092 

Title Disposal of Council Land and Other Assets Policy 
Purpose To seek the Audit Committee’s endorsement of the amended Disposal 

of Council Land and Other Assets Policy provided with this report. 

Meeting 
Date 

3 August 2015 
19 April 2004 

HPRM 
Reference 

DOC/15/57526 
DOC/10/30896 

Title Tourism Signs Policy 
Purpose To provide a list of revised policies 
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TITLE: FUNDING POLICY 

REFERENCE NUMBER: DOC/103032 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER/ DEPARTMENT: Corporate Services 

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION: Local Government Act 1999 

Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 2011 

MOUNT BARKER 2035 – DISTRICT 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Governance and Leadership 
GL:1 – Manage assets and liabilities through a
planned, long term approach. 

RELATED POLICIES: Treasury Management Policy 

SUPPORTING PROCEDURES: 

PREVIOUS REVIEW DATES: 5 May 2014 

ENDORSED BY COUNCIL: 5 May 2014 

MINUTE RESOLUTION NUMBER: OM20140505.06

NEXT REVIEW DATE: 2 September 2022 

1. PURPOSE
This policy sets out a rationale for funding Council’s wide range of functions now and
in the future and should be read in conjunction with the Treasury Management 
Policy. This Funding Policy ensures that there is a consistent, rational and fair basis 
for funding Council activities. 

2. SCOPE
This Policy is applicable to Council Members and Staff.

3. DEFINITIONS
Urban greenfields development shall mean new urban subdivisions on land
previously used for primary production. 
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4. ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

Council:
 Council is responsible for approving the policy and using their revenue raising

powers responsibly by raising sufficient revenue to ensure financial
sustainability. 

Chief Executive Officer: 
 The Chief Executive Officer is responsible to Council for managing the funds of 

Council to ensure that the objectives of Council are achieved in an effective and 
efficient manner. 

Chief Financial Officer: 
 The General Manager Corporate Services is responsible for promoting a best

practice approach in support of effective financial management practices and 
properly functioning controls. 

5. POLICY STATEMENTS

5.1 General benefits may be defined as expenditure which:
 provide benefits which are independent of the number of persons who

benefit from the expenditure; or
 generate benefits which do not accrue to identifiable persons or groups of

persons; or
 generates benefits to the community generally. 

5.2 These benefits will generally be funded by the Community from general rates 
raised in accordance with Chapter 10 of the Local Government Act 1999. 

5.3 Direct benefits are defined as expenditure which provides direct benefits to 
persons or categories of persons in a manner which matches the extent to which 
the direct benefits accrue to persons or categories of persons. 

5.4 Wherever practicable these benefits will be charged to the direct beneficiary
through the making of: 
 a user charge where this is practicable, and where direct charging is

consistent with Council policy, and with fairness and equity for that 
particular service. 

 Direct benefits will be largely, if not wholly, funded by user charges for
development processes (to the extent permitted by law), refuse disposal, 
wastewater and water charges and certain services delivered directly to 
individuals or groups. 

5.5 Direct benefits will be partially funded from general rate revenue for those 
services the Council makes available to the whole community, regardless of 
ability to pay, or where the Council seeks to assist or encourage organisations 
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or individuals, or where the Council is seeking to influence developments and 
trends in the District. 

5.6 User Charges for all of the Council’s services are reviewed every year as part of 
the budget process on the basis of: 
 the cost of the service
 community acceptability of the current charge
 fairness and equity of charges
 the impact of user charges on the community and the Council’s purpose in

providing the service. 

6. CONTROL OF NEGATIVE EFFECTS 

6.1 Where costs are caused by the action or inaction of persons or categories of 
persons, then those costs will be allocated to those persons by:  
 firstly a direct charge (to the extent permitted by legislation), or
 where a direct charge is not possible by the use of one of the following,
 rating mechanisms according to similar principle outlined for direct benefits 

in 5.4, or separate rates. 

7. CAPITAL FUNDING

7.1 Capital expenditure will be funded from the following sources: 
 operating surplus minus any carried forward operating deficit, 
 capital grants and contributions received from external parties, 
 borrowings as per Council’s Treasury Management Policy,
 sale of surplus assets,
 partnerships and joint development with third parties, 
 the provision of depreciation for capital renewal and replacement. 

8. INTER-GENERATIONAL EQUITY

8.1 In order to ensure that today’s users pay today’s costs of utilising Council’s
assets and to prevent costs being incurred by the current generation which are 
for the benefit of future generations, the following mechanisms will be 
employed by the Council: 

 all assets will be depreciated at a rate assessed to reflect the life of particular
assets, and 

 Asset Management Plans are maintained for all major assets owned by Council
to ensure that an appropriate rate of renewal of existing assets is planned for 
and carried out. 

9. ANNUAL BUDGET
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9.1  The annual budget is prepared in consultation with the Council according to the 
following order and criteria. 

 Operating expenditure and revenues are determined in accordance with 
statutory obligations, agreed maintenance service levels and delivering 
outcomes of the Strategic Plan, Annual Business Plan, Long Term Financial Plan 
and Asset Management Plans. 

 New operating initiatives are determined with reference to the Strategic Plan,
Annual Business Plan and Long Term Financial Plan. 

 Capital renewal and replacement expenditures are determined in accordance
with the Asset Management Plans and prioritised in consultation with the 
Council. 

 New capital expenditure is determined in accordance with the Strategic Plan, 
Annual Business Plan, Asset Management Plans and the Long Term Financial 
Plan and prioritised in consultation with the Council. 

 The annual budget is reviewed in accordance with the Local Government 
(Financial Management) Regulations 2011. 

10. REVIEW
This Policy will be reviewed every three (3) years or earlier in the event of changes to
legislation or related Policies and Procedures or if deemed necessary by the Manager
Financial Services. 

11. ACCESS TO THE POLICY
The Policy is available for public inspection at the Customer Service Centre, at the
Local Government Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker, South Australia and on the
Council’s website www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au.

12. FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information on this Policy, please contact: 
Title: Manager, Financial Services 
Address: PO Box 54, Mount Barker

South Australia, SA, 5251 
Telephone: 08 88391256
Email: jscoggins@mountbarker.sa.gov.au 
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TITLE: TRADE WASTE DISCHARGE POLICY 

REFERENCE NUMBER: Doc/18/131526 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER/
DEPARTMENT: 

The Manager, Health & Public Safety 

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION: SA Public Health Act 2011 

Water Industry Act 2012 

Local Government Act 1999 

MOUNT BARKER 2035 – DISTRICT 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Community Wellbeing 
CW 2.4 Work with the community to help it
understand comply with relevant public safety 
regulations and by-laws. 
CW 2.7 Provide a wastewater treatment system 
to deliver public health outcomes. 

Urban Environment 
UE 5.1 Continue to build on Council’s reputation 
as a leader in wastewater management. 

Governance and Leadership 
GL 2.10 Ensure compliance with legislative 
requirements. 

RELATED POLICIES: N/A 

SUPPORTING PROCEDURES:  Trade Waste Discharge Application Procedure

 Trade Waste Charging Procedure

 Trade Waste Non Compliance Procedure

PREVIOUS REVIEW DATES: 15 September 2014 

ENDORSED BY COUNCIL: 

MINUTE RESOLUTION NUMBER: OM20140915.09 

NEXT REVIEW DATE: August 20223 
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1. PURPOSE

To protect the environment, public health, Council infrastructure and employees from 
adverse effects of trade waste discharges to Community Wastewater Management 
Systems (CWMS) through a trade waste management program. 

2. SCOPE
This policy applies to all premises connected to the District Council of Mount Barker’s 
CWMS via an onsite wastewater system.  Premises not connected to CWMS, are subject 
to compliance with legislation such as the South Australian Public Health Act 2011, and 
Environment Protection Act 1993 and associated Regulations and Policies.   

3. 
The trade waste discharge policy essentially comprises 5 major components that aid 
in addressing the main principles of the trade waste policy: 

The primary objectives of this Policy are: 

 to administer a trade waste management program to control the types and
quantities of non-domestic discharges into Council’s CWMS treatment plants in
accordance with Local Acceptance Criteria (LAC).

 to apply a charging structure based upon the ‘polluter pays’ principle applicable
to trade waste discharges exceeding standard domestic quality and quantity to: 
- recover the cost of services and treatment associated with the additional

loading on the system; 
- recover the cost of damage to the CWMS;
- encourage waste minimisation and water conservation; 
- support sustainable development. 

 to protect public health and the environment by prohibiting or limiting non-
degradable, inhibitory or toxic substances that could:
- cause the waste treatment process to fail; 
- pose a risk to maintenance staff or public health;
- render effluent or sludge’s unacceptable for reuse or disposal or; 
- adversely impact the receiving environment. 

 to increase understanding and awareness within the business community, of the
concepts of environmental management, eco-efficiency and waste minimisation
and encourage the adoption of these into business practices. 

 to identify and maximise opportunities for waste minimisation, reuse, recycling 
and water conservation within industry. 

 to increase awareness and facilitate compliance with relevant environmental
legislation impacting on businesses. 
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 to continually review and develop the trade waste program including LAC, fees 
and charges and associated policy procedures. 

4. DEFINITIONS

ANZECC refers to the Australian and New Zealand Environment
Conservation Council 

Section 56 Authorisation is an authorisation pursuant to section 56 of the Water
Industry Act 2012 issued by the Council in its capacity as a water industry entity, which 
authorises the discharge of trade waste from an onsite wastewater system into the 
CWMS infrastructure. 

Blackwater is the term used to describe human body wastes discharged into a water
carriage system via a water closet and/or urinal.   

CWMS refers to a Community Wastewater Management System for the collection, 
treatment and disposal of septic tank effluent. 

Greywater is the term used to describe the wastewater discharge from waste fixtures
such as a bath, basin, dishwashing machine, kitchen sink, laundry trough, washing 
machine or other sanitary fixture permitted for use in a premise.  It excludes human 
waste such as blackwater (also referred to as sullage wastewater). 

LAC refers to Local Acceptance Criteria, which set the limits for acceptable physical 
and chemical characteristics of trade waste. These limits are based on criteria 
developed by SA Water, ANZECC and SA Health guidelines.  

Regulations means the South Australian Public Health (Wastewater) Regulations 2013 

Sewage refers to the combination of blackwater and greywater when conveyed 
through a drain and/or rising main. 

Trade Waste refers to any liquid or solid waste conveyed as wastewater in a water 
carriage system from any private, commercial or industrial premises, other than 
sewage or sullage wastewater.  It also includes any wastewater as deemed by Council 
and in excess of a standard residential dwelling (500 litres per premises per day) e.g. 
hospital, lodging house, nursing home etc. 

Wastewater is the liquid that is collected and transported through the Community 
Wastewater Management System (CWMS).  It may include discharges from domestic, 
commercial and permitted industrial sources or other activities and can include trade 
wastes. 

Wastewater Works Approval, means an approval issued by the Council for 
wastewater works under the Regulations and includes an approval in force prior to 
the commencement of the Regulations under the Public and Environmental Health 
(Waste Control) Regulations 2010. 
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Wastewater works include—
 the installation of a wastewater system (including a temporary system) or part 

of a community wastewater management system; or 
 the alteration of a wastewater system involving—

i. a change to the capacity of the system; or
ii. a change in the type of system used for collecting or managing

wastewater; or
 the decommissioning of a wastewater system (excluding a temporary

system); or
 the connection of a wastewater system to a CWMS or the disconnection of a

wastewater system from a CWMS.

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

Council: 

 Adopt a policy that clarifies responsibilities and ensure an appropriate budget 
allocation is provided

Chief Executive Officer: 

 To ensure that sufficient Council resources are provided to undertake the
inspections; 

General Manager 

 To ensure that staff can appropriately assess applications in a consistent manner

Manager

 To ensure that the inspection timeframes are complied with.

Environmental Health Officers (EHOs)  
To assess applications and issue approvals under the Regulations and section 56 
authorisations under and the Water Industry Act 2012. Council’s EHOs: 

 manage the installation process for trade waste systems and the monitoring
of the ongoing operation of trade waste systems;

 provide advice and investigate complaints in regards to trade waste; and
 calculate trade waste charges payable every 6 months.

Council’s CWMS investigate and recover any costs associated with damage to the 
CWMS resulting from unauthorised discharges into the CWMS. 

5. POLICY STATEMENT

Introduction. 
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Council’s wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) were originally designed to receive 
and treat domestic waste, and as a result are susceptible to adverse effects by the 
acceptance of unregulated trade wastes from commercial and industrial premises. 

The Council is committed to meeting its obligations in relation to the treatment, 
disposal and reuse of wastewater effluent and sludge consistent with the Australian 
Guidelines for Water Recycling (2006), the Environment Protection Act 1993 and the 
associated licence conditions that attach to the WWTPs. 

As suppliers of recycled water, Council is committed to the responsible operation and 
management of its WWTPs and recycled water system to ensure appropriate water 
quality is always maintained. Council has a Risk Management Plan in place for the 
recycled water scheme in accordance with the Australian Guidelines for Water 
Recycling to manage all risks including trade waste. 

Domestic wastewater usually consists of black water and grey water comprising 
organic material which, after treatment can be sufficiently reduced to an effluent of a 
quality suitable for discharge into a CWMS. 

Trade waste may be produced in much larger volumes and be of an organic strength 
many times that of domestic waste which can overload the treatment facility. Trade 
waste is also likely to contain non-organic substances that are more difficult to treat 
via the treatment system such as hydrocarbons, solvents and heavy metals. They can 
also contain substances that can inhibit or adversely affect the treatment system such 
as dissolved salts. Substances such as grease, oils, chemicals and prohibited 
substances can cause damage to Council’s CWMS infrastructure and can pose a risk 
to maintenance staff or personnel.  Some substances cannot be treated at all and if 
discharged, will pass through to the receiving environment and affect the quality of 
the recycled water. To protect the CWMS treatment system, trade wastes are accepted 
based on criteria determined by the capabilities of the treatment plant and the 
ANZECC National Guidelines for acceptance of trade waste. Non-biodegradable or 
toxic substances are limited or prohibited. 

The Council is responsible for assessing and approving applications for onsite 
wastewater systems within its area in accordance with the Regulations. Onsite 
wastewater systems that discharge trade waste into Council’s CWMS require separate 
authorisation under s56 of the Water Industry Act 2012. 

Application 

1) Education & Awareness:

A large component of the trade waste program involves educating the business 
community on trade waste issues and raising awareness of related environmental 
management issues such as waste minimisation, water conservation and cleaner 
production.  This is ongoing and continues to develop as new technologies emerge 
and legislative requirements change. 
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2) Necessary Approvals:

A person must not install or connect an onsite wastewater system to the Council’s 
CWMS without having obtained a wastewater works approval. 

A condition of all wastewater works approvals for wastewater systems connected to 
the Council’s CWMS that requires the discharge of any trade waste from that 
wastewater system to be subject to a section 56 authorisation. 

This means that persons who operate a trade waste wastewater system must have: 

 wastewater works approval under the Regulations; and

 a section 56 authorisation under the Water Industry Act 2012. 

Once issued, a wastewater works approvals for an onsite wastewater system continue 
in force until such time as the onsite wastewater system is decommissioned (if any), 
and are subject to conditions imposed by the Council, which may be varied from time 
to time. 

A section 56 authorisation operates subject to the conditions imposed by the Council.  

Application Fees 

Applications for a wastewater works approval and section 56 authorisation may be 
lodged with the Council. Fees apply. 

The fee for an application for wastewater works approval is prescribed by Schedule 1 
of the Regulations.  

The application fee for a section 56 authorisation is as may be adopted by the Council 
from time to time in accordance with section 188(e) of the Local Government Act 1999. 
The fee (if any) is contained in the Council’s schedule of fees and charges available at: 
www.dcmtbarker.sa.gov.au 

3) Inspections:

Premises issued with a wastewater works approval and section 56 Authorisation will 
receive scheduled inspections to assess the operation and maintenance of the trade
waste system against the approval and authorisation conditions.  The renewal of 
section 56 authorisations that operate for a specified period is contingent upon the 
council being satisfied (following an inspection of the relevant wastewater system) 
that all conditions attaching to the section 56 authorisation have been complied with. 

4) Enforcement and Non Compliance:
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Non-compliance with a wastewater works approval constitutes an offence under the 
Regulations. The Council may issue an expiation notice for a breach of a condition of 
a wastewater approval if the condition that has been breached is a prescribed 
expiable condition under regulation 25(2)(a) of the Regulations.  

Unauthorised discharge of trade waste into the Council’s CWMS is an offence under 
the Water Industry Act 2012 in respect of which an expiation fee of $750 and maximum 
penalty of $25,000 

The Council considers that enforcing breaches of a wastewater works approval and/or 
section 56 authorisation is necessary to preserve the integrity of the Council’s CWMS 
infrastructure, which is in the interests of public health. Enforcement action will be 
taken in accordance with the Council’s Enforcement Policy and the Trade Waste Non-
Compliance Procedure. 

5) Polluter Pays Charges:

The Council’s service charge for CWMS is based upon the ‘polluter pays’ principle. This 
means that the principal ratepayer of a property that discharges qualities and 
quantities of waste above that of a standard domestic dwelling is liable to pay a 
greater amount than the principal ratepayer of a property that discharges domestic 
waste. .  Reduction of the amount payable by way of a service charge may be possible 
where a principal ratepayer employs wastewater minimisation and water 
conservation practices.  

Associated Trade Waste Procedures 

In accordance with the provisions set out in the Local Government Act 1999, SA Public 
Health Act 2011, Water Industry Act 2013 and associated Regulations, the following 
procedures apply in relation to the discharge of trade wastes into Council’s CWMS: 

 Trade Waste Discharge Application Procedure
 Trade Waste Charging Procedure
 Trade Waste Non-Compliance Procedure

6. REVIEW

This Policy will be reviewed every three (3) years or earlier in the event of changes to
legislation or related Policies and Procedures or if deemed necessary by the Health &
Public Safety Department.

7. ACCESS TO THE POLICY

The Policy is available for public inspection at the Customer Service Centre, at the Local
Government Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker, South Australia and on the Council’s
website www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au
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8. FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information on this Policy, please contact: 
Title: The Manager, Health & Public Safety
Address: PO Box 54, Mount Barker

South Australia, SA, 5251 
Telephone: (08) 8391 7200
Email: jtann@mountbarker.sa.gov.au 
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TITLE: DISPOSAL OF COUNCIL LAND 
AND OTHER ASSETS POLICY

REFERENCE NUMBER: DOC/19/74749 

RESPONSIBLE DEPARTMENT: Corporate Services 

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION:  Local Government Act 1999
 Real Property Act 1886 
 Property and Business (Sale and Conveyancing) Act 

1994 
 Development Act 1993 
 A New Tax System Goods and Services Tax Act 1999 

 Roads (Opening and Closing) Act 1991 

MOUNT BARKER 2035 – DISTRICT STRATEGIC 
PLAN: 

Goal Area 5 – Council Leadership 

RELATED POLICIES:  Community Consultation Policy 

 Procurement Policy 

SUPPORTING PROCEDURES: 

ENDORSED BY COUNCIL:  2 September 2016 

MINUTE RESOLUTION NUMBER: OM20160905.06

NEXT REVIEW DATE:  2 September 2020 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In compliance with Section 49 of the Local Government Act 1999 (Act), Council 
should refer to this policy (Policy) when disposing of Land and Assets. 

1.2 This Policy seeks to: 

1.2.1 define the methods by which Land and Assets are disposed of; 

1.2.2 demonstrate accountability and responsibility of Council to ratepayers; 

1.2.3 be fair and equitable to all parties involved; 

1.2.4 enable all processes to be monitored and recorded; and 

1.2.5 ensure that the best possible outcome is achieved for the Council. 
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1.3 Furthermore, Section 49 (a1) of the Act requires Council to develop and maintain 
policies, practices and procedures directed towards: 

1.3.1 obtaining value in the expenditure of public money; and 

1.3.2 providing for ethical and fair treatment of participants; and 

1.3.3 ensuring probity, accountability and transparency in all disposal processes. 

1.4 However, this Policy does not cover: 

1.4.1 Land sold by Council for the non-payment of rates; or  

1.4.2 disposal of goods which are not owned by the Council, such as abandoned 
vehicles; 

as these are dealt with in the Act. 

2. DEFINITIONS 

In this Policy, unless the contrary intention appears, these words have the following 
meanings: 

2.1 Asset means any physical item that the Council owns and that has at any time been 
treated pursuant to the Australian Accounting Standards as an ‘asset’, and includes 
Major Plant and Equipment and Minor Plant and Equipment.  It does not include 
financial investments or finance related activities, trees or Land.  

2.2 Land includes community land, vacant land, operational land, road reserves, any 
legal interest in land, and any other land-related assets, including all buildings 
(community and operational) on Land. 

2.3 Major Plant and Equipment includes all major machinery and equipment owned by 
the Council with a current value over $5,000. It includes all trucks, graders, other 
operating machinery and major plant items.  It does not include Minor Plant and 
Equipment.  

2.4 Minor Plant and Equipment includes all minor plant and equipment owned by 
Council with a current value of $5,000 or less. It includes all loose tools, store items, 
furniture, second hand items removed from Major Plant and Equipment (such as air 
conditioners, bricks and pavers) and surplus bulk items (such as sand and gravel).  

3. ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

3.1 Council: 
 Approve a suitable Disposal of Council Land & Other Assets policy; and 
 Ensure appropriate resources to fulfil the effective outcomes of this policy. 

3.2 Chief Executive Officer: 
 Comply with this policy; and 
 Review the processes and the value of the policy. 
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3.3 General Managers: 
 Ensure appropriate resources to fulfil the effective outcomes of the  policy; and 
 Comply with this policy. 

3.4 Council Staff: 
Comply with this policy. 

4. POLICY PRINCIPLES 

Council must have regard to the following principles in its disposal of Land and Assets: 

4.1 Encouragement of open and effective competition 

4.2 Obtaining Value for Money 

4.2.1 This is not restricted to price alone.  

4.2.2 An assessment of value for money must include consideration of (where 
applicable): 

4.2.2.1  the contribution to Council’s long term financial plan and  
strategic management plans; 

4.2.2.2  any  relevant direct and indirect benefits to Council, both  
tangible and intangible; 

4.2.2.3 efficiency and effectiveness; 

4.2.2.4 the costs of various disposal methods; 

4.2.2.5 internal administration costs; 

4.2.2.6 risk exposure; and 

4.2.2.7  the value of any associated environmental, community, social or 
economic benefits. 

4.3 Ethical Behaviour and Fair Dealing  

Council is to behave with impartiality, fairness, independence, openness (subject to 
commercial considerations) and integrity in all discussions and negotiations. 

4.4 Probity, Accountability, Transparency and Reporting 

4.5 Ensuring compliance with all relevant legislation. 

5. CONSIDERATIONS PRIOR TO DISPOSAL OF LAND AND ASSETS 

Any decision to dispose of Land and Assets will be made after considering (where
applicable): 

5.1 the usefulness of the Land or  Asset; 
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5.2 the current market value of the Land or Asset; 

5.3 the annual cost of maintenance; 

5.4 any alternative future use of the Land or Asset; 

5.5 any duplication of the Land or Asset or the service provided by the Land or Asset; 

5.6 any impact the disposal of the Land or Asset may have on the community; 

5.7 any cultural or historical significance of the Land or Asset; 

5.8 the positive and negative impacts the disposal of the Land or Asset may have on the 
operations of the Council; 

5.9 the long term plans and strategic direction of the Council; 

5.10 the remaining useful life, particularly of an Asset; 

5.11 a benefit and risk analysis of the proposed disposal; 

5.12 the results of any community consultation process; 

5.13 any restrictions on the proposed disposal;  

5.14 if the land is classified as Community Land, the content of any Community Land 
Management Plan;  

5.15 The costs incurred to sell the Land or Asset; 

5.16 any other relevant policies of the Council. 

6. DISPOSAL METHODS 

6.1 Land disposal 

6.1.1 The Council may resolve to dispose of Land. 

6.1.2 Where the Land forms or formed a road or part of a road, the Council must 
ensure that the Land is closed under the Roads Opening and Closing Act 
1991 (SA) prior to its disposal. 

6.1.3 Where Land is classified as community land, the Council must: 

6.1.3.1 undertake public consultation in accordance with the Act and   the 
Council’s public consultation policy; and 

6.1.3.2 ensure that the process for the revocation of the classification of 
Land as community land has been concluded prior to its disposal; 
and 

6.1.3.3 comply with all other requirements under the Act in respect of the 
disposal of community land. 
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6.1.4 Where the Council proposes to dispose of Land through the grant of a 
leasehold interest, the Council must have complied with its obligations 
under the Act, including its public consultation obligations under Section 
202 of the Act. 

6.1.5 The Council will, where practicable use a competitive method to dispose of 
Land. The following methods are appropriate depending on the individual 
circumstances: 

6.1.5.1 open market sale - advertisement for disposal of the Land 
through the local paper and where appropriate, a paper 
circulating in the State, or by procuring the services of a licensed 
real estate agent and/or auctioneer (following compliance with 
the Council’s Procurement Policy);  

6.1.5.2 expressions of interest - seeking expressions of interest for the 
Land followed by a select tender or,  if approved by Council, 
direct negotiation; 

6.1.5.3 select tender - seeking tenders from a selected group of persons 
or companies where there is a compelling reason not to go to 
the open market; 

6.1.5.4 open tender  - openly seeking bids through tenders including 
public auction; 

6.1.5.5 negotiation by private treaty – with an adjoining owner or owners 
if there are no other purchasers or with a State Government 
Agency, or for a purpose that has been specifically approved by 
Council. 

6.1.6 Selection of a suitable disposal method will include consideration of (where 
appropriate): 

6.1.6.1 the  anticipated number and type of known potential purchasers 
of the Land; 

6.1.6.2 any constraints that will affect the market for the Land;  

6.1.6.3 any endorsed Council objective for the future use or ownership  of 
the Land; 

6.1.6.4 the opportunity to  encourage additional economic growth  and 
social development in the District; 

6.1.6.5 the total estimated value of the disposal including the costs of 
preparation for sale; and 

6.1.6.6 ensuring compliance with statutory and other obligations. 

6.1.7 If any Council Elected Member, employee or a member of their family wishes 
to bid for Council Land they must advise the CEO (or if it is the CEO the Mayor) 
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of their interest immediately in writing and avoid any involvement in the 
disposal or the decision making process related to the sale. 

6.1.8 Land disposals should be at or above the current market value as 
determined for Council by a Certified Practicing Valuer registered for that 
class of property in the State of South Australia. Council will prepare the 
instructions for the valuation eg identification of land, purpose of sale etc. 
The valuation must have been undertaken or formally updated within 12 
months of the date of Council’s acceptance of an offer or bid for the Land. 

6.1.9 The Council will seek to dispose of Land at or above current market valuation 
by whichever method is likely to provide the Council with the best return 
within a reasonable time frame. If Land has been on the open market for at 
least 6 months without a sale occurring Council may, at its discretion, accept 
a lower offer than the current valuation. 

6.2 Assets disposal (excluding minor ICT assets) 

6.2.1 The sale of Assets (both Major Plant and Equipment and Minor Plant and 
Equipment) will be the responsibility of the relevant Council Officer who is 
responsible for those Assets. 

6.2.2 The Council will, where appropriate, dispose of Assets through one of the 
following methods: 

6.2.2.1  trade-in -  trading in equipment to suppliers; 

6.2.2.2 expressions of interest -  seeking expressions of interest from 
buyers; 

6.2.2.3 select tender -  seeking tenders from a selected group of persons 
or companies; 

6.2.2.4 open tender -  openly seeking bids through tenders; 

6.2.2.5 public auction -  advertisement for auction through the local paper 
and, where appropriate, a paper circulating in the State, or 
procuring the services of an auctioneer (following compliance 
with the Council’s Procurement Policy).  

6.2.2.6 Donation -  to community groups, charities, welfare or not for 
profit organisations. 

6.2.3 Selection of a suitable method will include consideration of (where 
appropriate): 

6.2.3.1 the public demand and interest in the Asset; 

6.2.3.2 the method most likely to return the highest revenue; 

6.2.3.3 the value of the Asset and whether it is Major Plant and  
Equipment or Minor Plant and Equipment; 
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6.2.3.4 the costs of the disposal method compared to the expected  
returns;  

6.2.3.5 compliance with statutory and other obligations; and 

6.2.3.6 community benefit. 

6.2.4 Preference will be given to community groups for Minor Plant and 
Equipment and such items will be donated or auctioned to the groups. 

6.2.5 Elected Members and employees of the Council will not be permitted to 
purchase Assets unless the purchase is via an open tender process or a 
public auction, and the tender submitted or bid made is the highest.  

6.2.6 Purchasers of Assets must be required to agree in writing that before 
purchasing any Asset that no warranty is given by the Council in respect of 
the suitability and condition of the Asset for the purchaser and that the 
Council will not be responsible for the Asset in any respect following the 
sale. 

6.3 Assets disposal (minor ICT assets) 

6.3.1 Council will dispose of used computers and other minor ICT assets
when determined to be obsolete, surplus to requirements and/or hold
no real value to the organisation as per Clause 6.2.2. 

6.3.2 Donations as per Clause 6.2.2.6 will be decided from applications by 
eligible community entities through the Community Grants process. 

6.3.3 In offering an asset(s) to a community entity the Community Grants 
Committee will have regard to: 

a) the demonstrated need;

b) community benefit;

c) proposed use of the minor ICT asset; and

d) financial capacity of the requesting entity.

6.3.4 Prior to disposal: 

a) Before minor ICT equipment is sold, donated or disposed of, the
equipment or media must have any information and software 
irreversibly removed. It must be physically inspected by ICT staff or 
their agents to determine that this process has been successful (as per 
ISO 27002). This process may require additional effort and/or 
equipment by others in order to bring the asset back to a functional 
state for use. 

b) The recipient is to agree in writing that no liability is accepted by
Council for the minor asset, no warranty is given by the Council in
respect of the suitability and condition of the asset and that the Council 
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will not be responsible for the asset in any respect following its
disposal. 

7. CONSULTATION 

The Council must undertake public consultation in respect of its proposed disposals in 
accordance with the Act and its public consultation policies at all times. 

8. DELEGATIONS 

The Council delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer to set and amend from time to 
time the delegation limits to Council employees disposing of Council assets within the 
following estimated values (exclusive of GST): 

Chief Executive Officer Up to $500,000 

General Managers Up to $200,000 

Assets & Contracts Manager Up to $25,000 

9. RECORDS 

The Council must record reasons for utilising a specific disposal method and where it uses a 
disposal method other than a competitive process. 

10. EXEMPTIONS FROM THIS POLICY 

This Policy contains general guidelines to be followed by the Council in its disposal activities. 
There may be emergencies, or disposals in which a tender process will not necessarily deliver 
best outcome for the Council, and other market approaches may be more appropriate. In 
certain circumstances, the Council may, after approval from its elected members, waive 
application of this Policy and pursue a method which will bring the best outcome for the 
Council.  The Council must record its reasons in writing for waiving application of this Policy. 

10. REVIEW

This Policy will be reviewed or every three (3) years or earlier in the event of changes to 
legislation or related Policies and Procedures or if deemed necessary by the General 
Manager Corporate Services. 

11. ACCESS TO THE POLICY 

The Policy is available for public inspection at the Customer Service Centre, at the Local 
Government Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker, South Australia and on the Council’s 
website www.dcmtbarker.sa.gov.au 

12. FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information on this Policy, please contact:

Title:  Procurement Coordinator 

Address: PO Box 54, Mount Barker 
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South Australia, SA, 5251 

Telephone: (08) 8391 7263 

Email: bgraham@mountbarker.sa.gov.au 
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TITLE: TOURISM SIGNS POLICY 

REFERENCE NUMBER: DOC/19/104809 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER/ DEPARTMENT: Community Services 

APPLICABLE LEGISLATION: Local Government Act 1999 

MOUNT BARKER 2035 – DISTRICT 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Economic Prosperity 
EP 4.3 

RELATED POLICIES:  Nil 

SUPPORTING PROCEDURES:  Form – Tourism Sign Application

PREVIOUS REVIEW DATES: 19 April 2004 

ENDORSED BY COUNCIL: 3 August 2015 

MINUTE RESOLUTION NUMBER: OM20150803.05

NEXT REVIEW DATE: August 2023 

1.  PURPOSE 
The primary policy purpose of this Policy are to: 
 Provide information that gives information on signage to localities, services and 

tourism destinations; 
 Ensure there is restrain to prevent over-proliferation of signs. 

2. SCOPE 
This Policy is applicable to the following types of signs, namely: 
 Fingerboard Signs
 Tourism Signs 
 Temporary Signs 
 Advertising Signs
 Moveable Signs 
 Interpretive and Informational Signs 
Excludes Regulatory Signs, Warning Signs, Guide Signs and Election Signage. 

Formatted:  No bullets or numbering
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4. DEFINITIONS
Nil

5. ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 
Council: 
 Approve a policy for tourism signage

Chief Executive Officer: 
 Ensure appropriate policy in place 

General Managers: 
 Ensure the Policy is applied

Tourism Development Manager 
 Assess Tourism Sign Applications

Field Services Staff: 
 Erect the signs 

6. SIGNS ON ROAD RESERVES 
Signs located in road reserves should be limited to: 
- Street names, township directional and general information signs;
- Directional signs for community uses such as recreation facilities, private and 

state schools, churches etc 
- Tourist attractions 
- Council sponsored tourism events  
- Rural activities such as stud farms, plant nurseries etc in obscure locations. 
- Shopping centres and entertainment precincts but not individual 

businesses; and 
- Moveable signs that confirm with Council by-laws 

7. TOURISM SIGNS 
The number of signs per attraction will be relevant to the location and determined 
by the Tourism Development Manager.  To prevent an over-proliferation of signs 
restraint will be exercised to ensure there is no detraction from natural beauty or 
amenity of the area. 

Signage in heritage areas will be installed as required by the Development Plan and 
Heritage Act 1993. 

All tourism directional signs will be ‘finger board’ style with the signs to be made of 
extruded aluminium 830mm x 200mm.  Lettering shall be 100mm in height and the 
signs will be colour coded to Australian Standards Road Sign Guidelines – Guide to 
Visitor and Services Road Signs in South Australia as follows: 
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Accommodation  white letters on blue background 
Tourist attraction  white letters on brown background 
Information  white letters on brown background 
Accredited Visitors Information Centres yellow letters on blue background 

(registered trade mark) 

Signs will be mounted on poles to aid angular placement and at a height of 2.1 
metres on the pole. 

An application form needs to be completed and approved and all costs paid in 
advance, prior to the sign being supplied and erected by Council. 

8. POLICY STATEMENT
Tourism signage should be an efficient information system for the needs of the road 
users to direct people to a location they previously determined to visit. 

9. REVIEW 
This Policy will be reviewed every 4 four years or the frequency dictated in legislation, 
or earlier in the event of changes to legislation or related Policies and Procedures or 
if deemed necessary by the Andy Glen, Tourism Development Manager. 

10. ACCESS TO THE POLICY 
The Policy is available for public inspection at the Customer Service Centre, at the
Local Government Centre, 6 Dutton Road, Mount Barker, South Australia and on the
Council’s website www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au. 

11. FURTHER INFORMATION 
For further information on this Policy, please contact: 
Title: Andy Glen, Tourism Development Manager 
Address: PO Box 54, Mount Barker 

South Australia, SA, 5251 
Telephone: 0417 444416
Email:  aglen@mountbarker.sa.gov.au 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  1.25 cm, Hanging:  7.64 cm
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12.9 REPORT TITLE: CONCRETE FOOTPATH CAPITAL WORKS – 
CONTRACT AWARD 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: FOL/19/1172 

ATTACHMENTS: NIL 

Key Contact Scott Thompson, Project Manager, Infrastructure  

Manager/Sponsor Phil Burton, General Manager Infrastructure, 
Infrastructure 

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
The Urban Environment 
UE: 3  Objective: Quality Built Environment 
UE 3.7 Provide infrastructure asset maintenance and renewal programs. 

Annual Business Plan 2019/2020: 
Footpath Renewal Program 2019/20 

Purpose: 
To gain Council’s authority to award contract 2019.003 Concrete Footpath Program to 
Metro and Country Civil Pty Ltd “Preferred Tenderer” at the tendered schedule of rates. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
1. As part of Council’s Annual Business Plan and Budget, a list of footpaths has been 

identified for renewal or construction. 

2. A competitive procurement process has been undertaken for these works, and future 
works, and a preferred tenderer has been identified. 

3. This report is seeking Council’s approval for the award of a schedule of rates contract 
to the Preferred Tenderer for one year with the option of extending for up to another 
two years, renewed at yearly intervals (i.e. 1 + 1 + 1 year contract). 

Recommendation: 
That Council: 

1. Authorises the award of the contract 2019.003 for the Concrete Footpath 
Program to Metro and Country Civil Pty Ltd  (“Preferred Tenderer”) at the 
Preferred Tenderer’s tendered schedule of rates. 

2. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer or his delegated officer being General 
Manager Infrastructure to execute contract documents between Council and the 
Preferred Tenderer. 
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Background: 
1. The Mount Barker District Council (“Council”) is committed to maintaining 

infrastructure throughout the district and has a Capital Works Footpath Renewal 
Program which includes the renewal of footpath assets across the district. 

2. Council has a budget available in the 2019/20 footpath renewal program of 
$371,000 

3. Over the next three years, it is anticipated that Council will spend in the order of
$1.2 million on footpath capital works. 

4. Council has previously taken this approach to the delivery of this program which 
through project review, has highlighted cost and time efficiencies in comparison 
to previous methods of seeking individual quotes for this work on an as needed 
basis. 

Scope of Works 
5. This tender is for the installation of concrete footpath paths and associated works 

including kerbing and minor storm water installation as required for the efficiency in 
the delivery of the capital works footpath program. 

6. This Request for Tender (“RFT”)  has been issued as a one year contract with the
option of extending the contract for two more consecutive years, renewed at yearly 
intervals at the discretion of Council subject to criteria including performance and 
budget approvals. 

7. The following list of footpaths forms the intent for the Footpath Renewal Program
2019/2020 (concrete only): 

 Hawthorn Rd – Adelaide Rd to Aged Care Facility 
 Hutchinson St – Albert Pl to Knott St 
 Mann St – Gawler St to Mclaren St 
 Alexandrina Rd – Exhibition  Rd to Railway 
 Old Princes Hwy – Bridge St to Church (Subject to progression of Chapmans 

factory redevelopment) 
 Bridge St – Creek to Old Princes Hwy (West Side) (Subject to progression of

Chapmans factory redevelopment) 
 Mt Barker Linear Trail (Subject to review of surface type) 

8. Other minor concrete works including,  but not limited to, kerb and watertable, may 
be undertaken under this contract. 

Tender Process/Strategy 
9. Pursuant to Council’s Procurement policy an open market tender was used to secure

a suitably qualified Contractor to undertake the works. 

10. This strategy was utilised in previous financial years and has resulted in positive 
outcomes. 

11. The RFT was issued  on 16 July 2019 and closed on 31 July 2019. Ten (10) tenders 
were received. 
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Evaluation Overview 
12. The evaluation process comprised of assessment of the following financial  and non-

financial criteria with pre-determined weightings (as shown below) applied to each: 

a) Pricing – schedule of rates (60%) 
b) Organisation Structure/Management & Technical Skills/Resources (10%) 
c) Similar experience (20%) 
d) Local business support (10%) 

13. The   tenders were evaluated by an evaluation panel (“Panel”) consisting of three (3) 
Council staff. 

14. One (1) tender received did not conform to requested tender documentation and 
were therefore not considered for further review. 

Basis of Decision 
15. Following the comprehensive evaluation process and consideration of the views of 

the Panel, the Preferred Tenderer has been chosen on the following basis: 

 Highest weighted score for the criteria overall.

 Previous high quality footpath construction works for Council. 

Community Engagement:  

Informing only Council minutes and program is on our website. Landholders 
affected will be contacted directly. 

Policy: 
The tender process has been undertaken in accordance with Council’s Procurement 
Policy and associated procedures. 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
The renewal of footpath infrastructure is included in the LTFP and hasn’t varied since 
adoption of the LTFP. 

Budget: 
The budget allocation for the Footpath Renewal Program in 2019/20 program is $371,000 
which includes both design and construction. 

Statutory/Legal: 
This procurement process and contract award is in accord with the Local Government 
Act 1999 and all of Council’s policies and procedures. 

Staff Resource Requirements: 
Due to the nature of the works, this project is proposed to be delivered with onsite 
direction using in-house project management resources.  

Social: 
The Preferred Tenderer has 5 employees based within the Mount Barker District Council 
which will provide economic benefits to the region. 
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Risk Assessment: 
WHS 
The preferred tenderer is highly experienced in construction works of this nature and 
have been assessed to be capable of providing all required insurances and 
documentation prior to the commencement of works. 

Financial Risk 
The contract being a schedule of rates and the nature of the works, renders a low 
financial risk to Council, whilst also providing flexibility within the contract to manage 
any unforeseen variations or circumstances. 

Reputational Risk 
Not awarding this tender risks delaying construction of this year’s program, resulting in 
potential community angst. Delaying the award of this tender risks work being carried 
out towards the wetter months of the year which will result in further delays and 
potentially additional cost impacts. 

Asset Management: 
The footpaths considered, proposed and endorsed by Council for the 2019/20 program 
are nominated via the Council’s existing systems which are based on criteria which 
include condition, hierarchy and serviceability. The renewal footpaths within the 2019/20 
footpath program have reached their end of life which will mitigate short term 
maintenance resulting from that existing infrastructure. 

Conclusion: 
The contracting of future footpath works is considered to be the most cost-effective and 
timely approach to delivering on Council’s yearly annual business plan and therefore 
approval is sought to award the works to the recommended tenderer on the basis of the 
reasons outlined above in this report.  

Previous Decisions By Council - Nil 
Meeting 
Date 

HPRM 
Reference 

DOC/ 

Title 
Purpose 
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12.10 REPORT TITLE: SPEED MANAGEMENT STRATEGY FOR SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/102710 

ATTACHMENTS: ATTACHMENT 1 - DOC/19/102712 ENGAGEMENT 
ROUND 1 INVITE 
ATTACHMENT 2 – NOMINATIONS FROM 
COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Key Contact Matthew Dawkins, Manager Infrastructure Planning, 
Infrastructure 

Manager/Sponsor Phil Burton, General Manager Infrastructure 

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 

Governance and Leadership 
GL2:  Corporate capacity and leadership 
GL2.1 Demonstrate accountability through clear, relevant and easily accessible 

policies and corporate reporting 

Annual Business Plan: 
UE:2 Integrated Spaces and Movement 
UE2.1 Provide and advocate for transport options that promotes and enables 
accessibility and connectivity.  

Purpose: 
To advise that the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI) recently 
commenced the development of a state-wide Speed Management Strategy and has 
invited Council to put forward three (3) representatives to attend a consultation 
workshop. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
1. A state-wide Speed Management Strategy is being developed by DPTI. 
2. The strategy will become the overarching policy for speed management practice in 

South Australia. 
3. Councils are encouraged to have three (3) representatives involved in the

consultation. 
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Recommendation: 

That Council: 
1. Vote  via (either show of hands; secret ballot or motion for a specific Council Member); 
2. Nominate ……………………… ; and 
3. Nominate  Amber Barnes, Senior Traffic Engineer and 
4. Nominate  (name here) community member: 
as representatives to participate in the state-wide Speed Management Strategy 
consultation.  

Background: 
1. The Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI) have recently 

commenced development of a state-wide Speed Management Strategy. 

2. The strategy will become the overarching policy position on speed management 
practice in South Australia. 

3. The number of rural and urban road crash fatalities has plateaued and the strategy 
will develop a targeted response to the issues related to speed management. 

Discussion: 
4. DPTI is encouraging Councils to put forward three (3) representatives to be involved 

in the Round 1 engagement activities. See Attachment 1. 

5. Representatives can include one community member/association, one Elected 
Member and one transport/traffic practitioner. 

6. Council has sought nominations from community groups and the nominations 
received are included in Attachment 2. 

Nomination of Council Representative 
7. Council Members should consider whether they have a conflict of interest when 

nominating and whether they should participate in the vote.

8. If Council Members wish to nominate but will be absent from the meeting they may 
notify the Chief Executive Officer or the Executive Assistant to the CEO and Mayor via 
email or letter of their desire to nominate; 

9. The Mayor will call for nominations. 

10. If there are more nomination(s) than positions the Mayor will allow up to 2 minutes 
each for those members to explain why they are the most appropriate nominee.

Voting Options 
11. Council will need to determine whether it wishes to vote via: 

 Show of hands; or 
 Secret Ballot; or 
 By a motion for a specific Council Member. 
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12. To determine the preferred method it is recommended that the Mayor seek a show 
of hands on the above three voting options. 

13. All members in the Chamber including the Mayor shall be eligible to vote via a show 
of hands as this is not a motion, it is to gauge the preferred voting option. 

14. Once the preferred voting option is clear, the Mayor will then seek a motion in the
normal manner to formalise that. 

15. Show Of Hands 
If via Show Of Hands is the preferred voting option, the Mayor will read out the name 
of the Councillor who has been nominated and ask Council Members to vote once 
for their preferred nominee. The Mayor is eligible to vote as this is not a motion it is 
to gauge the level of support for each of the nominees. The counting will be first past 
the post, majority vote.  This will be followed by a request from the Mayor for a formal 
motion to confirm who is to be appointed. 

OR 

16. Secret Ballot 
Each Council Member in the Chamber including the Mayor will complete their voting 
slip with the name of the preferred Council Member.  These will be collected and 
counted by a Council Officer present and an additional Council Officer acting as 
scrutineer.  

17. The counting will be first past the post, majority vote.

18. The Mayor will announce the result of the ballot process and will call for a motion to
formalise that. 

19. Council Members will not be able to see the ballot papers after the vote is completed 
and the ballot papers will be destroyed by the scrutineers. 

OR 

20. A Motion 
If via a motion is the preferred voting option (without following an informal process 
first), the Mayor will ask the Council for a motion (i.e. that Council appoint Councillor 
X and if seconded, members will vote on that motion in the normal manner.  If that 
motion is lost, a further motion will be called for being for a different nominee(s). 

21. Tied Vote 
If there is a tie for the most votes using either (a) Show of Hands or (b) Secret Ballot, 
but there are also votes for other nominees, Council will undertake a further process 
(using the same voting option) with this then being restricted only to the two tied 
nominees  who received the most votes. 

Mount Barker District Council 203

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



22. If the subsequent result is a tied vote between candidates using either (a) Show of 
Hands or (b) Secret Ballot and no other candidates received any votes, the result will
be decided by the scrutineer placing the Council Member names in a box and with 
the first name drawn out by the Presiding Member being the Council Member who is 
eliminated until there is only one name remaining.  This will be followed by a motion 
and resolution 

Community  Engagement:  

Informing only Via Council Report. 

Policy: 
Nil. 

Long Term Financial Plan: 
It is not known what impact the Strategy will have on the Long Term Financial Plan until 
the recommendations are available.  

Budget: 
There will not be an impact on the 2019/20 budget for staff to be involved in the 
consultation phase.  

Statutory/Legal: 
Nil. 

Staff Resource Requirements: 
Participation on the consultation will be included in existing staff hours. 

Environmental:  
Nil. 

Social: 
If a reduction in the number of crashes and fatalities due to speed can be decreased this 
will have a positive social impact.  

Risk Assessment: 
If Council does not nominate representatives, it will not be able to influence the strategy 
for the benefit of the district. 

Asset Management: 
Participation in consultation will not have any impact on current assets.  The 
recommendations of the strategy may require new or renewal of significant asset to  be 
brought forward in future years budgets. 

Conclusion: 
It is considered important that Council and the community participate in the 
development of the state-wide Speed Management Strategy. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council - NIL 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

An email was forwarded to known community groups and a post was published 
on Social media to call for nominations from a community member/association. 

The following submission was the only one received: 

A representative from our group would be keen to attend the Regional context
workshop – video conference Thursday, 5 September 2019 1.30 pm – 4 pm Via a 
video link, or attendance at LGA, 148 Frome St, Adelaide. 

Traffic speed is a very important factor for cyclists, whether they be on-road
cyclists riding alongside traffic or off-road cyclists crossing roads. This applies to
both rural and urban roads, with rural roads having higher speeds and lower 
traffic volumes and urban roads having lower speeds and higher traffic volumes. 
Appropriate speed limits and speed management is paramount to the safety of 
cyclists and as such it is important that cyclists and other vulnerable road users 
have input into the Speed Management Strategy for SA. The Barker Districts
Bicycle Users Groups local and regional knowledge of cycling on rural and urban
roads will enable us to provide valuable input into the Strategy through the 
consultation process. 

Please let us know how we go. 

Thanks, 

Dave Hemmings 
Barker Districts Bicycle Users Group 
0410 130 285 
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12.11 REPORT TITLE: WARD DONATIONS 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/17/57321[V2] 

ATTACHMENTS: NIL 

Key Contact Sue Miller, Executive Assistant to Chief Executive 
Officer & Mayor 

Manager/Sponsor Andrew Stuart, Chief Executive Officer 

Mount Barker 2035 – District Strategic Plan: 
Governance and Leadership 

Annual Business Plan: 
Nil 

Purpose 

To allocate ward donation funds to individuals or organisations. 

Summary – Key Issues 

 Council has budgeted an amount for 2019/20 of $15,951 which equates to $1450 for 
each Council Member to allocate to individuals and/or groups at the Council 
Members’ discretion.  This is known as a Ward Allowance. 

 Council Members may nominate groups or individuals to receive a Ward donation 
from their allowance at each Council meeting. 

Recommendation 

That Council will make the following donations, given that each Member nominating the 
donation has given careful consideration to whether there is a conflict of interest:  

Council Member Amount  Group/ 
Individual 

Purpose 

Mayor Ferguson 
(DOC/19/100015) 

$50.00 Kaelum Barlow Uniform and travel costs 
Rugby State Team selection 

Mayor Ferguson 
(DOC/19/101294) 

$100.00 Melissa Coulter Representation in the South 
Australian Pony Club team 

Mayor Ferguson 
(DOC/19/101294) 

$100.00 Kimberley 
Coulter 

Representation in the South 
Australian Pony Club team 

Councillor Hardingham 
(DOC/19/105267) 

$50.00 David Cooney Distinguished Gentleman’s 
Ride 
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Background 

1. Council receives many requests for assistance from individuals, community 
members and community groups.  Requests may be received by Council Members 
via telephone, letter or via email, or direct to Council. 

2. Council has budgeted an amount for 2019/20 of $15,951 which equates to $1450 for 
each Council Member to allocate to individuals and groups at the Council Members’ 
discretion. This is known as a Ward Allowance. 

3. The Representation Review process (completed in September 2013) ensures equal 
representation (Council Member per elector) in each Ward.  No change was made to 
the number of Councillors in each Ward.  This process ensures the amount of Ward 
Allowance available to the community is equal between each of the Wards.  A further 
Representation Review process is scheduled to begin in October 2020. 

4. At the end of each financial year, a report of the expenditure of Ward Allowances will 
be reported to Council. 

Ward Donation Procedures  

5. Members receive a print-out indicating how much is still to be spent. 

6. Individual members of the community or community groups may require small
financial assistance for projects/initiatives  of community interest and benefit from 
Council. 

7. These requests should be made directly to the Mayor and/ or Council Members for
their consideration / assessment. 

8. Any requests received directly by Council will be acknowledged by the Executive 
Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer and Mayor, and advised that any such 
requests received will be provided to all Council Members who may choose to
contribute some funds from their annual Ward Allowance. 

9. When determining donations, Council Members should consider the community 
interest / benefit to be received and enjoyed by the community at large as a result of
that donation. 

10. As per section S73-75A of the Local Government Act 1999 Council Members should
also consider and assess any material, actual or perceived conflict of interest as a 
result of making a particular donation or voting on the donations. 

11. At each Council Meeting, Council Members may nominate members of the 
community or community groups to receive a donation from their Ward Allowance. 
These donations are reflected in the Council meeting minutes, available on Council’s 
website www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au 
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12. Council Members are encouraged to advise the Executive Assistant to the Chief 
Executive Officer and Mayor as soon as possible of any requests for ward donations 
received in advance of Council meetings in order for such requests to be included in 
the Council meeting agenda.  The form can be found on the extranet under Forms. 

13. When making a donation in the Council Meeting, the Council Member should: 
a. Declare who the donation is to be made to, the amount and the purpose of 

the donation; and 
b. Complete and submit a Ward Donation Form to the Minute Secretary (Sue 

Miller). 

Community Engagement 

Informing only Notification by way of Council minutes. 
Recipients will be notified of any donation. 

Policy 
There are currently no Council Policies in relation to Ward Donations.  

Long Term Financial Plan: 
Nil 

Budget 
The budget allocation for Ward Donations is $15,951 which equates to $1450 
recommended expenditure by each Council Member.  Any unallocated ward allowance 
balance is not carried over to the next financial year.   

Statutory/Legal 
There are no statutory/legal implications or requirements in relation to Ward Donations.  

Section 73-75A of the Local Government Act 1999: 
However, Council Members should be mindful of material, actual or perceived conflict of 
interest that may arise as a result of making a ward donation. 

Staff Resource Requirements 
This is incorporated into the existing responsibilities of the finance staff. 

Environmental  
There are no environmental implications arising from this report or its 
recommendations.  

Social 
Ward donations enable individual members of the community and community groups to 
request small donations to assist with their endeavours. 

Risk Assessment: 
It is the responsibility of each Council Member to assess the risks association with the 
ward donations. 

Asset Management: 
There are no asset management implications arising from this report or its 
recommendations.  
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Conclusion 
Council Members have the opportunity to make ward donations. 
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13. INFORMATION REPORTS 

Recommendation 
That the following information reports be noted en bloc. 

13.1 REPORT TITLE: MOUNT BARKER BUSINESS SUPPORT PROGRAM 

DATE OF MEETING: 2ND SEPTEMBER, 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/84024 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 

Key Contact Bridget Ransome, Economic Development Officer, 
Economic Development & Sustainable Futures 

Manager/Sponsor Greg Sarre, Manager, Economic Development & 
Sustainable Futures 

Purpose: 
This report provides an outline of the Mount Barker Business Support Program of 
activities to be delivered in the 2019/20 financial year. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
Key Points. 
1. A number of business support activities were conducted in the 2018/19 financial year

including May Business Month. 
2. Business support and development is a key component of the Economic 

Development unit’s work program. 
3. After reviewing activities undertaken in 2018/19, a revised program for 2019/20 has 

been developed with some modifications and new initiatives. 

Background: 
1. Over the past 3 years the Economic Development Unit at Council has delivered a 

range of professional development events for the benefit of the Mount Barker
business community. Part of the annual program has also included May Business
Month. In addition to events, Economic Development staff meet regularly with 
members of the business community to provide ad-hoc and tailored support and 
guidance as required. 

2. May Business Month has been conducted every year for 3 years and has proven 
successful in raising the profile of business activity in the district and provided 
education and training opportunities to support hills-based businesses to grow and 
develop. 

3. There is however a need to evolve and further develop the business support program 
and after a review of May Business Month an additional program of business support 
activity is proposed. 
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4. In order to more fully support a wider cross-section of the region’s business
community including start-ups, youth, entrepreneurs and the more mature business 
operator, Economic Development has now put together the following business 
support program to be delivered across the 2019/20 financial year. 

Discussion: 
5. Although May Business Month is a joint initiative with the Adelaide Hills Council 

principal responsibility for much of the management and staging of the program has 
rested with Mount Barker in order to deliver the 40-50 events within the program 
every year for the past 3 years. During the 2019 program it was noted that all events 
were down in attendance with some activities cancelled due to lack of registrations 
and a distinct lack of local business engagement. It is for these reasons that
Economic Development will seek to review the structure of May Business Month to
refine the offering in 2020. In addition to this, the on-going budget and resource 
allocation for Economic Development activities has been spread across the 2019/20 
year to offer a more targeted and strategic approach to business support as per the 
following additional activities. 

6. In partnership with Business SA it is proposed Council will financially support the
delivery of business scholarships within the following categories: 

a. The South Australian Young Entrepreneur Scheme (SAYES) will offer a place to a 
resident aged 18-35 who is looking to grow or establish a business. This is a 12-
month program that will cover the fundamentals of running a business. Value: 
$1,500 

b. Encore is a mentoring and business planning program designed for residents 
aged over 35 years who are looking to establish or grow a business. This is a 12-
month program with participants able to develop a comprehensive business 
plan and sustainable business model. Value: $1,600 

c. Export Ready Program is for a business that is new to exporting, or those that 
are already exporting and want to take a more strategic approach. This program 
is the most comprehensive series of export training available in South Australia
at present. Value: $1,600 

7. Council staff will work with Business SA to promote the application process for the
above scholarships and Business SA will receive submissions and then liaise with 
Economic Development before places are awarded. 

8. Business SA will publicise Mount Barker Council’s activities in relation to the above
scholarships across social media and their extensive business networks. 

9. Council will also be able to promote the candidates and their progress throughout 
the 12-month programs. 
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10. In addition to the above business programs, Council is also working with Business 
SA to provide financial support for up to 4 places in a Youth Entrepreneur Workshop 
for disadvantaged youth. These placements will allow participants aged between 
12-18 years to attend a two-day workshop that will cover: identifying 
entrepreneurial opportunity, creative thinking, collaboration and working in teams, 
how to present and pitch an idea and how to evaluate thinking. 

11. Council has also progressed negotiations with the New Venture Institute at Flinders 
University and they have commenced delivery of entrepreneurship training in Mount 
Barker. A separate information report has been prepared which details the next 
steps in regards to innovation activation activities in the region and the on-going 
potential that such an arrangement can deliver by having a university presence in 
Mount Barker. 

12. The Mount Barker Women in Business network currently has 75+ members and 
Economic Development will continue to support this group by running quarterly 
business themed events. 

13. The Mayor’s annual business event which is conducted at the end of each calendar
year will also continue as part of recognising and working with the local business
community. 

14. Staff are investigating the establishment of a small business grants program, which 
would be similar in format to Council’s current community grants concept. 

15. Council will continue to work with the Federal Government in order to ensure that 
Mount Barker is again host to another of the government’s ‘Small Business Fairs.’ 

16. During May Business Month Economic Development worked in collaboration with 
the Department for Industry and Skills and the Department of Education to deliver
‘Future Jobs in the Adelaide Hills.’ This event, which also included a range of expo 
providers, received 176 registrations and 160 people attended. Due to the demand
and level of interest we are liaising with state government departments to repeat 
this concept during Business Week. 

17. We are preparing a new business booklet which includes information and support 
resources for businesses. It is intended that the booklet will not only assist current 
business-people, but will be sent to new business entries along with a welcome
letter. Details about new business registrations can be tracked on a monthly basis
via ABR data. 

18. Council continues to be a part of the Office of the Small Business Commissioner’s 
‘Small Business Friendly Initiative’ and Economic Development supports the 
delivery and implementation of the initiative. We are also working on a ‘Business 
Charter’ which will establish a service commitment charter between Council and the 
business community. 
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19. A review and update of the Investment Prospectus and the ‘Invest Mount Barker’ 
website is underway. An ‘Invest Mount Barker’ LinkedIn profile has been created 
which will be used to send out investment attraction information about the region 
so-as to create new inward investment opportunities. To complement the
investment collateral we are also working on a ‘Top 10’ investment marketing
booklet designed to provide relevant and up-to-date information about current 
opportunities in Mount Barker, with a view to generating investment enquiries from 
outside of the region. 

Conclusion: 
A comprehensive program of business support is under development and will be 
delivered across the region during 2019/20. This level of support will see many different 
sectors of our economy catered to whether they are start-ups, entrepreneurs, youth, 
existing businesses and/or women in business. 
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13.2 REPORT TITLE: NATIONAL GROWTH AREAS ALLIANCE UPDATE  

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/101818 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil 

Key Contact Greg Sarre, Manager Economic Development and 
Sustainable Futures, Planning and Development 

Manager/Sponsor Marc Voortman, Acting GM Planning and 
Development 

Purpose: 
To provide an update on activities of the National Growth Areas Alliance and to advise 
potential future  new governance and membership arrangements. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
1. Council is a member of the National Growth Areas Alliance (NGAA).
2. The NGAA provides advocacy and support for high growth area Councils across

Australia. 
3. The NGAA has written to Council asking for feedback on possible new governance

and membership arrangements. 

Background: 
1. NGAA is a member-based organisation, funded by fees from its members, which 

advocates and lobbies on issues and challenges facing its member Councils in high 
growth, typically urban fringe areas. 

2. Council has been a member since 2009. In 2017 the NGAA reviewed its fee structure
which meant that Council’s fee was reduced from $17,000 per year to $12,000. 

3. The NGAA can point to considerable success in advocating for its members to
Government and is seeking to consolidate its operations to ensure sustainability and 
effectiveness. 

4. This report provides a summary of the role of the NGAA and benefits of Council 
membership as well as flagging possible new governance and membership 
arrangements. 

Discussion: 
5. The NGAA achieves value for members as set out in its 2018/19 workplan as 

reported to Council at its November 2018 meeting. Benefits include: 
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 Advocacy through regularly presenting national policy positions and 
individual member council priorities to Federal Government Ministers, 
Shadow Ministers, Cross Bench Senators, advisors and senior departmental 
officers. 

 Commissioning research which is available for members’ use exclusively as 
well as to support national policy positions. An example is two key pieces of 
research that helped inform Council’s submission to the recent South 
Australian Infrastructure Strategy (the Manager Economic Development and 
Sustainable Futures currently sits on the research and policy advisory 
group).

 Influencing Federal policy. For example, NGAA make submissions to the
Federal Budget and policy papers with input from member Councils. 
Submissions are used to state both a broad policy position as well as 
individual member priorities. 

 Relationships with key influencers including organisations such as Property 
Council of Australia, Planning Institute of Australia, as well as State specific 
groups. 

 Events, information and communications provide members with advocacy 
support and advice and preparedness to take advantage of opportunities 
arising from policy changes and funding rounds. 

6. In addition to these benefits, NGAA membership can result in access to grant 
funding. For example in 2013 Council received a $60,000 Liveable Cities grant to
inform design and sustainability outcomes for the Morphett/Hutchinson 
intersection upgrade. This was a direct financial benefit of NGAA membership. 

7. Research report topics commissioned by NGAA in the past few years include: 
a. Growth Areas Community Polling Research Report, 2014, JWS Research 
b. Meeting Growth Area Infrastructure Investment Needs - A Benchmarking 

Analysis, 2015, SGS Economics and Planning 
c. Dedicated Infrastructure Fund for Australia's Outer Suburban Growth 

Areas, 2016, PwC 
d. State of Australia’s Fast Growing Outer Suburbs, 2018, .id 
e. Transformational Infrastructure Projects in Australia’s Fast Growing 

Outer Suburbs, 2018, RMIT, University of Melbourne, University of 
Adelaide, University of Western Australia. 

8. Other research opportunities that the NGAA provides partnership and in-kind 
support include:

a. Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI) - study on 
Urban productivity and affordable rental housing supply

b. Future Cities Cooperative Research Centre – funding bid to the Federal 
Government 

c. Life Course Centre - investigates the critical factors underlying 
disadvantage to provide solutions for policy and service delivery as it 
relates to inter-generational disadvantage
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d. Research incubator project on Infrastructure Governance - to better 
understand infrastructure governance balanced with the growth of 
sustainable, prosperous and socially just cities. 

9. During 2018/19 NGAA conducted a review of its operations, effectiveness and 
sustainability – focussing on governance and membership issues. Member Councils 
were consulted as a part of this review. Findings of the review included: 
 General support for the proposition that the NGAA’s activities are achieving the 

outcomes envisaged with varying opinions on priorities including emphasis on 
research vs advocacy work (noting that targeted, robust research is essential 
for effective advocacy). 

 Universal agreement that the existing governance structure needs overhauling 
including a clearer relationship between the Executive Committee and the 
elected representative spokespeople. 

 A need for greater clarity and transparency in decision making. 

10. Whilst the NGAA has flagged possible new governance arrangements in the 
future, currently there is no formal request for Council to consider. Any future 
decisions required in this respect will be brought to Council.

Conclusion: 
Council is a member of the National Growth Areas Alliance which provides advocacy and 
support for high growth Councils. Council benefits from the research, networks and 
through representation to Government.   

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting Date 2 OCTOBER 2018 HPRM Reference DOC/18/88355 
Title NATIONAL GROWTH AREAS ALLIANCE UPDATE 
Purpose To provide an update on activities of the National Growth Areas 

Alliance. 
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14. QUARTERLY REPORTS 

Recommendation 
That the following report be noted. 

14.1 REPORT TITLE: 4TH QUARTER REPORT ON ANNUAL BUSINESS 
PLAN PERFORMANCE MEASURES  

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/103975 

ATTACHMENTS: DOC/19/91345 

Key Contact Ros McDougall, Risk and Governance Officer  

Manager/Sponsor Brian Clancey, Deputy CEO/General Manager 
Governance, Strategic Projects, 
Wastewater/Recycled Water  

Purpose: 
To provide a report on the 4th quarter (1 April – 30 June 2019) performance measures of 
the Annual Business Plan 2018/19. 

Summary – Key Issues: 
 Performance measures were identified in the 2018/19 Annual Business Plan - this is

the report of the final quarter. 

Background: 
1. The Annual Business Plan for 2018/19 was adopted on 2 July 2018 and this is the 

report on the performance measures for the final quarter. 

2. The attachment provides a list of what progress has been achieved for the
performances measures during  the fourth quarter 1 April – 30 June 2019. 

3. Since that time the Annual Business Plan for 2019/20 has been adopted and a report 
on the first quarter performance Measures will be considered by Council in 
October/November 2019. 

Conclusion: 
Progress on the achievements of the identified annual business plan measures is 
provided in the attachment. 

Previous Decisions By/Information Reports to Council 
Meeting Date 6 May 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/45898 
Title 3rd Quarter Report on Annual Business Plan 2018/19 
Purpose To provide a report on the 3rd quarter (1 January – 31 March 2019) performance 

measures of the Annual Business Plan 2018/19. 
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Meeting Date 4 March 2019 HPRM Reference DOC/19/19688 
Title 2nd Quarter Report on Annual Business Plan 2018/19 
Purpose To provide a report on the 1st quarter (1 October – 31 December 2018)) 

performance measures of the Annual Business Plan 2018/19. 

Meeting Date 5 November 2018 HPRM Reference DOC/18/111724 
Title Quarterly Report on 1st Quarter of Annual Business Plan 2018/19 
Purpose To provide a report on the 1st quarter (1 July – 30 September) performance 

measures of the Annual Business Plan 2018/19. 
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ANNUAL BUSINESS PLAN 2018/19 PERFORMANCE MEASURES – 4th quarter 

Community Wellbeing 

4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Regional Sporting Hub Project 

Complete design documentation of 
the Regional Sports Hub stage 1. 

YTD - completed 

Undertake 50% of the Regional 
Sports Hub stage 1 construction 
(subject to 
development approval and external 
funding) 

YTD - 100% documentation completed, 
development approval issued, additional grant 
funding secured and construction tender in 
progress.  Scheduled commencement of 
construction Oct/Nov 2019 (subject to contract 
award by Council, contract negotiations and 
weather).  

Library and Customer Services 

Maintain or improve current library 
(Libraries Board – ‘metropolitan’) 
ranking of 
6th for Membership as % of 
Population 

Achieved - currently ranked 6th for membership as 
% of population  

Maintain or improve visitor numbers 
from previous year’s corresponding 
quarter 

Achieved – 22,090. 
Previous year’s corresponding quarter was 21,219. 

Improve current library (Libraries 
Board – ‘metropolitan’) ranking of 
10th for Loans 
per Capita 

Achieved - currently ranked 7th for loans per capita. 

Maintain or improve event 
participation numbers from previous 
year’s 
corresponding quarter 

Not achieved – 3095 participants at library events. 
Last year’s corresponding quarter figure was 4555 
(included several 300+ author talks).  

Implement Library Review findings Ongoing. 
Customer feedback survey finalised for distribution 
and Library Business Plan Agenda item in 
preparation for  October Council meeting. 

Environmental Health 

Percentage inspection of food 
premises in accordance with risk 
schedule (100% target) 

69% completed for quarter  
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Percentage of health premises 
inspected (piercing, tattooists, public 
pools) according to the schedule 
(80% target) 

No swimming pool or tattoo premises inspections 
were due this quarter  

Percentage of waste control 
applications (80% target) 

97% achieved for quarter  

Report annually to SA Health 
regarding activities undertaken 
under the Food Act 2001 

There is no reporting to SA Health required for this 
reporting period. 

Five (5) public Immunisation Clinics 
held per month 

Five public immunisation clinics were performed 
each month during the reporting period. 

Public Safety 

Monitor private parking areas 
according to contract agreements 

Not achieved, staff vacancy has prevented this from 
happening.  

Number of school parking patrols 
(target 40 per quarter) 

Not achieved, 35 school patrols undertaken during 
the reporting period. 

Premises providing outdoor dining to 
be registered (100% target) 

Achieved. 

Incidents of Council infrastructure 
damaged by new developments 
reinstated (100% target) 

Damage to Council infrastructure raised has been 
actioned. 

Community Wellbeing 
Implement improvements to 
Council’s website and online services 

Conversion of Website from Unity Platform to Squiz 
Platform underway. Squiz platform offers greater 
flexibility and functionality in managing web pages. 
Conversion completion expected in September 
2019. 

80 social outings 32 outings this quarter. 

Meet contract requirements for HACC 
and Hills Community Passenger 
Network 

Contract requirements have been met. 

New Mount Barker Community 
Centre site identified and relocation 
completed 

Community Centre relocated to Dumas Street site. 
Lease arrangements nearing completion. 

Action graffiti reports within 7 days Achieved. 
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

4 District Matters produced annually Achieved. 

Design corporate documents within 
legislated or agreed timeframes 

Achieved. 

Maintain an appropriate number of 
volunteers for existing programs 

Council currently has 173 volunteers. 

Ensure new volunteers are inducted 
and trained 

Achieved. 

Develop new volunteer program 
related to open space areas 

Completed. 

Maintain two (2) existing youth 
programs and further develop Youth 
Engagement  
Program 

 Skate Park Program 
 Youth Week movie 

Manage agreements that are in place 
with each incorporated association 

25 of 26 Management Agreements signed by 
Incorporated Associations. 

Maintain service levels for building 
and built recreation assets 

Ongoing. 

Mount Barker District Council 222

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



Economic Prosperity 

4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Economic Development and 
Sustainable Futures 

Economic development strategy 
initiatives pursued 

LinkedIn investment account created. 

Investment prospectus being reviewed and 
updated . 

Innovation Hub approved to proceed at C-
Block/TAFE. 

Business SA scholarship partnership commenced. 

New business booklet and video under 
development.   

Economic Development strategy 
reviewed 

Review is in progress. 

Involvement in Regional economic 
development initiatives 

Regional Transport study completed.  
Grant Guru tool adopted through council 
contributions.  
World Heritage website in development phase.  

Number of community events and 
major events supported 

The 2018/2019 events support calendar was 
completed supporting 14 events in the final 
quarter.  
Further planning and budgetary considerations for 
the 2019/2020 program were completed. 

Investment and business 
opportunities promoted 

3 Business Matters delivered to promote specific 
Economic Development activities. 

Level of support provided to 
businesses 

May Business Month delivered (40 events).  
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The Urban Environment 

4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Planning Policy and Strategy 

Prepare Council for transition to 
new Planning and Design Code 

Q4: Staff working with DPTI on the transition. 
Heritage advice being sought  regarding contributory 
items.  

Q4: Continue to advocate for retention of Council’s 
local policies. 

Implement Main Street strategies Q4: Hahndorf Main Street Revitalisation Concept 
Framework ready for community consultation in Q1.  

Q4: Gawler / Hutchinson Street upgrade complete. 
Develop and implement Township 
Plans 

Q4: Meadows, Echunga, Macclesfield and Callington 
ready for consultation in Q1 / Q2.  

Q4: 30 Year Plan for Mount Barker final edits being 
complete.  

Q4: Implementation of Nairne, Hahndorf and 
Littlehampton Township Plans ongoing.   

Develop and implement community 
infrastructure strategies and 
actions 

Q4: Callington Community Hub has secured funding 
and is now pending construction.  

Co-ordinate the strategic planning 
of Mount Barker’s Growth area 

Continue to work with City Development and 
Council’s delivery and planning team to implement 
current structure plan. 

Working with State Government to advocate for 
investment in public schooling and transport 
infrastructure. 

City Development 

1. Compliance with statutory 
assessment timeframes 

92% 

100% of known breaches of the 
Development Act investigated 

Q4. Achieved. 

Comply with statutory building 
inspection regulations 
requirements 

Q4. Achieved. 

100% of known pool applications 
inspected 

Q4. Achieved. 
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

100% of mandatory (hold point) 
development engineering 
inspections undertaken 

95% (Risk managed by proven performance of 
consulting engineer and civil contractor.) 

80% of quality assurance 
documentation received for 
infrastructure inherited by Council 
in major land division 
developments. 

Q4. Achieved. 

80% of new housing planning 
applications (with all relevant 
information submitted) issued a 
decision within 15 working days 

Q4 Achieved 

Transport Assets 

Deliver 100% of the budgeted 
capital works program for unsealed 
roads and footpath renewal 

At end of the FY all footpath renewals were 
completed.  All unsealed road re-sheet and reseal 
programs were complete with some minor work 
carrying over to the next FY.  Road construction (R2R 
and SLRP funded) was also complete.  Flaxley Road 
pedestrian crossing was completed early 2019/20 

Deliver 100% of the budgeted new 
footpath connectivity program 

At the end of the FY all new trails were completed 
with the exception of Hurling Trail (adjacent railway) 
which is to be completed early 19/20. 

Review the annual line marking 
program – target 100% 

Completed 

Stormwater 

Deliver the stormwater 
maintenance and minor capital 
program 

At end of FY Pochin Street drain (late inclusion to the 
works program) was under way and due for 
completion early 2019/20.  Totness drain was 
cancelled.  Baker to Princes Highway carried through 
to 2019/20. 

Review the street sweeping 
program 

Q4: Completed 

Infrastructure Projects 

85% of the capital projects 
managed by the technical services / 
project team are completed within 
the approved construction budget 
and by 30 June 2019 

Excluding Regional Sports Hub and Environmental 
service centre 92% of the adopted budget has been 
expended at the end of the FY. 

Wastewater to Service Growth 

Develop sewer strategy to service 
Mt Barker Town Centre 

Preparation of a business case is in progress. 
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Future augmentation identified, 
costed and impact on customers 
quantified 

Achieved - user charges and infrastructure fees set 
and adopted by Council 

Finalise the long-term wastewater 
and recycled water strategy 

In progress – strategy to be regularly reviewed and 
refined as required. 

Wastewater 

Enhance and implement the 
planned maintenance program 

Continue information gathering to setup Assetic 
system. 

Zero discharge from November to 
March to Mt Barker and Nairne 
creeks 

Achieved. 
Note: No requirement to achieve zero discharge for 
4th Quarter. Due to wet weather, 46 ML was 
discharged to the creek in the month of June.  

Sign-up potential customers for 
recycled water 

Discussions continuing with prospective new 
customers (agri-business) via RDA.  
Direct negotiation by council with Hillgrove and AGL 
(proponents of the pumped hydro scheme). 

Compliance with the EPA, Essential 
Services Commission of South 
Australia (ESCOSA) and Department 
for Health and Wellbeing  (SA 
health) requirements 

Compliant. 

Target of zero complaints received 
via the Energy and Water 
Ombudsman that are considered by 
the Ombudsman to require Council 
action 

Zero complaints 

Ensure agreed water quantity is 
delivered to Laratinga Wetland 

Requirement exceeded 

Mount Barker District Council 226

Council Agenda 
2 September 2019



THE NATUAL ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABLE LIVING  

4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Open Space and Environment 

Completion of the Landscape Plan Trails strategy and Play strategy still have not gone 
to Council.  

Implementation of the Environment 
Strategy 

Ongoing, dependent on budget provision 

Completion of identified actions 
from Biodiversity Strategy 

Bee hotel installed. 
Weed project planning underway. 

Butterfly project linked to completion of Bythorne 
Park upgrade. (Delayed) 

Presentation of paper to the Australasian 
Ornithological  conference (Emma Montgomery)  

Completion of review of Laratinga 
Reserve Management Plan 

Pending further advice from Natural Logic. 
(Consultants) 

Seedlings planted with success rate 
of 70% of 8,500 seedling survival 

National Tree Day plantings underway, - >10,000 
plants will be planted. 

Economic Development and 
Sustainable Futures 

Strategic initiatives related to 
sustainability pursued: 
- Level of engagement and 
involvement in local and regional 
sustainability 
initiatives and partnerships 
- Level of commitment to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation 
programs and partnerships 

Ongoing involvement in Resilient Hills and Coast 
project including the ‘where we build what we build’ 
project, Community Energy and Governance 
Assessment project (completed) 

Environment Strategy initiatives 
pursued: 
- Carbon neutrality investigated; 
- Energy and climate mitigation 
action plans developed 
- Level to which lower 
environmental footprint housing 
and sustainable development is 
demonstrated and encouraged 

Draft CCAP developed  
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

- Number of actions to raise 
awareness about landfill waste, 
recycling, e-waste and composting 
and promote waste reduction 
Waste 
Kerbside: 

Reduce the amount of waste to 
landfill to below 9kg per household 
per week 

Waste disposed to landfill for the third quarter 
has decreased to 8.66kg per household per week 
(year to date). Kerbside waste tonnes have 
reduced by 43.98 tonnes compared to the last
financial year. 

Maintain diversion levels of 
recycling from landfill of 48% per 
year 

We are currently tracking at a diversion rate of
47.15% (year to date). 

Reduce contamination in recycling 
by 2% annually 

Contamination rates are reported annually at
the end of the financial year. Data will be
available from waste contractor around 
September and can be included in 2019/20 Q1 
ABP report. 

Transfer Station 

Maintain or improve the net cost of 
Transfer Station Operations 

41% net increase in cost from 2017/18. Net increase 
due to reduced income from waste dumping fees 
and out of cycle processing costs.  

Cemeteries 

Cemeteries maintained to the 
current service level 

Cemeteries maintained in line with service levels 

Fire Prevention and Emergency 
Management 

Identify the number of non-
compliant properties within the 
District 

Complete for 2018 – 2019 Fire Danger Season. 

Complete 100% of fire prevention 
program of rural roads to be 
slashed/sprayed 

Rural road vegetation management programs 
completed for the 2018/19 program. 

Completion of the Emergency 
Management Plan Treatment 
Options 

Final internal consultation currently being 
completed with the aim of finalising later 2019. 

Assess and report on the progress of 
the draft Adelaide Mt Lofty Ranges 
Bushfire Management Area Plan. 

Completed 
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Parks and Public Places 

Continue to develop and implement 
the rural roadside reserves corridor 
pruning program 

Tree pruning program currently being delivered in 
line with capital road sealing and unsealed road re-
sheeting programs. 

Maintain Councils Parks and Public 
Places in accordance with service 
standards 

Maintenance programs delivered in line with service 
standards. Currently trialling new service levels in 
certain parks across the district. 
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GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP 

4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Council elections are promoted; Completed 

Council Members are inducted and 
mandatory training provided 

Training provided but 3 Council Members are yet to 
complete 1 component by November 2019 

The senior management team and 
Audit Committee receive risk 
reports quarterly 

Achieved 

Finance 
Review and update the Long Term 
Financial Plan. 

LTFP will be provided to the Audit Committee and 
Council following the Annual Business Plan process. 

Develop enhanced processes for 
Corporate Planning and Budgeting 

Enhanced process has been implemented to build 
the draft budget. 

Develop and implement financial 
training for staff with financial 
delegation. 

Training session held with Managers in March. 

Develop and prepare timely 
financial reporting for Council’s 
commercial business units. 

New financial performance reporting framework 
implemented in December 2018. 

Assets 

Develop revised asset management 
plan for buildings and transport 
assets 

Draft to be prepared in the 2019-20 year.  Transport 
asset condition audits scheduled for July 2019. 

Develop and implement the 
building and recreation asset 
renewal programs 

Plan development and asset condition audits for 
building and recreation assets to be gathered in Q2 
of FY19/20. 

Rates 

Rate arrears reduced to 4% of total 
rates 

1.57% (Total 2017/18 $37,242,916, rate arrears 
$584,787 as at 30 Jun 19. 

Reduce limited title debt (limited 
title is a certificate of title issued as 
part of the conversion process from 
the old system, where either survey 
data or proof of ownership is 
insufficient to issue a regular 
certificate of title). 

As at 30/6/19 Limited Title debt balance $60,228. A 
decrease of $186,383 over the quarter. 
(3 LT properties sold April 2019 and 4 debt write offs 
undertaken April 2019) 
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Information, Communication and 
Technology 

More than 97% uptime of ICT 
corporate systems 

Achieved - 99.4% uptime system wide 

Introduce Wi-Fi in main street of 
Hahndorf and Mount Barker 

Broad precinct Wi-Fi implementation deferred to
coincide with street upgrade projects 

Upgrade e-services and implement 
workforce mobility to improve 
customer service 

Ongoing. Several services and manual forms have
been transformed into electronic format for both the 
website and staff usage. Mobile devices are being
deployed to staff enabling improved field service
delivery.  

Procurement 

1. Number of regional 
contractors/suppliers v total 
contractors/suppliers engaged in 
the previous 3 months 

For the quarter 
139 regional contractors/suppliers v total 399 
contractors/suppliers = 34% 
19% expenditure to regional contractors 

Tourist Park 

2% increase in visitor numbers Increase of 26% for quarter and 1% decrease for YTD. 
However, actual nights booked has increased by 11% 
showing visitors are staying longer. 

Asset renewal/program cabin 
replacement 

Cabin construction completed. 

Road upgrade completed. 

Work Health and Safety incidents Light pole damaged causing  minor damage to 
vehicle and no injuries to people. 

People and Culture 

Achievement of targets in the Work 
Health and Safety and Return to 
work Plan 

The 2019/20 endorsed plan has commenced 
implementation and currently behind target on 
some hazard management aspects. 

Organisational Development 
Strategy developed and 
implemented 

Workforce Development Strategy – Feedback 
considered from consultation - final draft to be 
endorsed by CGG. 

Quarterly Workplace Consultative 
Committee meetings held 

On target. 

Revised Employee Performance 
Management System implemented 

Completed. 
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4th Quarter  
please indicate if year to date or just this quarter 

Business Systems Improvement 
Progressing the Council’s 
Continuous Improvement Program 
2017/18 “Key Performance 
Indicators” identified within each of 
the nine Continuous Improvement 
Program initiatives. 

The Council’s Continuous Improvement Program has 
been re prioritised and has the role of Business 
Systems Improvement with a key focus on Council’s 
Smart City Strategy, Digital Transformation, Business 
Systems Reviews and Continuous Improvement. 
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15. MAYOR’S REPORT

16. MEMBERS’ REPORTS

17. QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MEETING
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18. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS

18.1 REPORT TITLE: CONFIDENTIAL ITEM: STRATEGIC LAND PURCHASE: 
MOUNT BARKER CITY CENTRE 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/101561 

Recommendation: 

That Council:   

Section 90 (3) (b) Order 

1. Pursuant to Section 90(3)(b)
Pursuant to Section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Council orders that all
members of the public except the Chief Executive Officer, Deputy Chief Executive
Officer/General Manager Governance, Strategic Projects and Wastewater/Recycled
Water, General Manager Infrastructure, General Manager Community Services, Acting
General Manager Planning and Development, Manager Strategic Projects, Risk and
Governance Officer and the Minute Secretary be excluded from attendance at the
meeting for the Agenda Item titled Strategic Land Purchase Mount Barker City Centre.

The Council is satisfied that pursuant to Section 90(3)(b) of the Act, the information to be
received, discussed or considered in relation to this Agenda item is information  the
disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to would prejudice the commercial
position of the Council

In addition the disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary  to the public 
interest.  The public interest in public access to the meeting has been balanced against
the public interest in continued non-disclosure of this information.  The benefit to the
public at large resulting from withholding the information outweighs the benefit to it of
disclosure of the information.  The Council is satisfied that the principle that the meeting 
be conducted in a place open to the public has been outweighed in the circumstances
because the disclosure of Council’s commercial position may severely prejudice
Council’s ability to be able to negotiate a cost-effective proposal for the benefit of the
Council and the community in this matter and in relation to other contract negotiations.

Section 91(7) Order 

5. That having considered the Agenda Item titled Strategic Land Purchase Mount Barker
City Centre in confidence under 90(2) and (3)(b) of the Local Government Act 1999, the
Council pursuant to Section 91(7) of the Act orders that the council report, related
documents and all minutes be retained in confidence (with the exception of the purchase 
of the subject land by council being made public once settlement has occurred) until
Council has determined and formalised the future use of the subject land following an
intended Expressions of Interest process or such lesser period as may be determined by
the Chief Executive Officer.
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18.2 REPORT TITLE: REGIONAL INDOOR AQUATIC AND LEISURE CENTRE 

DATE OF MEETING: 2ND SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/103566 

Recommendation: 

That Council:  

Section 90 (3) (b) Order 

1. Pursuant to Section 90(3)(b)
Pursuant to Section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Council orders
that all members of the public except the Chief Executive Officer, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer/General Manager Governance, Strategic Projects and
Wastewater/Recycled Water, General Manager Infrastructure, General Manager
Community Services, Acting General Manager Planning and Development,
Manager Strategic Projects, Risk and Governance Officer, and the Minute
Secretary be excluded from attendance at the meeting for the Agenda Item titled
Regional Indoor Aquatic and Leisure Centre.

The Council is satisfied that pursuant to Section 90(3)(b) of the Act, the
information to be received, discussed or considered in relation to this Agenda
item is information  the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to
would prejudice the commercial position of the Council.

In addition the disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary  to
the public interest.  The public interest in public access to the meeting has been
balanced against the public interest in continued non-disclosure of this
information.  The benefit to the public at large resulting from withholding the
information outweighs the benefit to it of disclosure of the information.  The
Council is satisfied that the principle that the meeting be conducted in a place
open to the public has been outweighed in the circumstances because the
disclosure of Council’s commercial position, detailed within the draft Business
Case, may severely prejudice Council’s ability to be able to negotiate a cost-
effective outcome in relation to contract negotiations with future facility
managers and operators.

Section 91(7) Order 

4. That having considered the Agenda Item titled Regional Indoor Aquatic and
Leisure Centre in confidence under 90(2) and (3)(b) of the Local Government Act
1999, the Council pursuant to Section 91(7) of the Act orders that the council
report and draft business case and all minutes be retained in confidence until
Council has determined that the release of such documents will not prejudice its
ability to negotiate a satisfactory commercial outcome or such lesser period as
may be determined by the Chief Executive Officer.
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18.3 REPORT TITLE: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW 2019 

DATE OF MEETING: 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 

FILE NUMBER: DOC/19/100373 

Recommendation: 

That Council:  
Section 90 (3) (a) Order 

1. Pursuant to Section 90(3)(a)
Pursuant to Section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Council
orders that all members of the public be excluded from attendance at the 
meeting for Agenda Item  18.3.

The Council is satisfied that pursuant to Section 90(3)(a) of the Act, the
information to be received, discussed or considered in relation to this
Agenda item is information  the disclosure of which would involve the
unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs
of  the Chief Executive Officer in that details of his performance review
will be discussed which are sensitive and are details only known to those
who have participated in the review process.

The Council is satisfied that the principle that the meeting be conducted
in a place open to the public has been outweighed in the circumstances
because the disclosure of details of the Chief Executive Officer’s
performance may prematurely be disclosed.
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