
 
 

13.5 REPORT TITLE: SA POWER NETWORKS NEW 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
DATE OF MEETING: 3 NOVEMBER 2014 
 
FILE NUMBER: 48/030/112 
 

 
Purpose: 
 
To advise that SA Power Networks (SAPN) has made a decision on the 
location of the required new 66KV line being option 3 and that further work 
is to be undertaken on the identification of a suitable site for a new 
electricity substation. 
 
Summary – Key Issues: 
 

 SAPN has determined that option 3 is the route that will be used for 
the new 66kv line; 

 As suggested by Council, SAPN is supportive of a collaborative 
process to be undertaken on the identification of a suitable site for a 
new electricity substation; 

 A further agenda item will be prepared in due course regarding 
location options for the new substation. 

 
Background: 
 

1. SAPN indicated that new infrastructure is required to service the demand of 
the growth in Mount Barker. 
 

2. This entailed a 66Kv overhead line and a new substation to the South East 
of Mount Barker. 
 

3. In early 2013 a Steering Group was convened by the State Government 
which included Council and SAPN representatives. 
 

4. The Steering Group established criteria and assessed possible route 
options. 
 

5. Subsequently SAPN facilitated an extensive community consultation 
process on four route options. 
 

6. At the Council meeting held on 17 March 2014 it was resolved that Council: 
 

i. Advise SAPN and the Chair of the Project Steering Group that 
it:  

 
b. acknowledges the circumstances that underpin SAPN’s decision to 

reject undergrounding supply on the grounds that, in respect of its 
entire length, it is cost prohibitive and for other reasons not feasible.  



 
 

 
c. remains of the view that undergrounding the 66kV line for its full 

extent in the growth area is the preferred option for electricity supply.  
 

d. endorses SAPN’s intention to identify critical areas where 
undergrounding would be desirable or necessary.  
 

e. confirms that it supports the recommendations of the Steering Group 
in respect of Line Route Option 3 as being the best available under 
the circumstances.  
 

f. expects the identification of undergrounding opportunities and the 
finalisation of the route alignment in detail and the selection of a 
substation site to be the subject of consideration by the joint working 
group proposed by Council.  
 

i. 2. Endorse the communication strategy as outlined in 
Attachment 3.  

 
 
Discussion: 
 

7. SAPN has now decision made and announced its decision being option 3 
(see attachment 1). 
 

8. SAPN has a communication strategy in place to ensure that stakeholders 
are aware of the decision. 
 

9. A sample SAPN letter to directly affected land owners is attached 
(attachment 2). 
 

10. A slightly varied letter from SAPN has gone to other stakeholders. 
 

11. Council owned land (fronting Bald Hills Road and Springs Road) is directly 
impacted by option 3. 
 

12. In due course Council and SAPN will discuss the preferred positioning of 
this section of the 66Kv line including easement arrangements and financial 
compensation to Council for same. 
 

13. The Council Master Plan for the Ministerial DPA area will need to be 
updated to reflect the decision of SAPN. 
 

14. Likewise the Mount Barker, Littlehampton and Nairne Strategic 
Infrastructure Plan will need to be altered to include this when it is next 
updated. 
 

15. SAPN have advised Council that the substation site options investigation 
process is intended to follow a similar process to the determination of the 
66kv route, in terms of consultation and site planning/selection.  



 
 

 
16. Council has also been advised that the substation is anticipated to be 

required by 2020, subject to growth rates and the timing of development of 
significant users (eg: Neighbourhood Centres, Schools etc).  

 
17. SAPN have communicated to Council that an area of 100m x 100m is 

required to accommodate the substation with appropriate buffer areas. 
Their preference is to locate the substation on a site with two road frontages 
on or near the 66kv line route and more centrally to the anticipated 
load/demand. Council resolved at its Meeting of 12 August 2013 that the 
most appropriate site for the new substation is within the Light Industrial 
Zone adjacent Wellington Road.  

 
18. Council Staff have communicated to SAPN the benefits of establishing a 

landscape buffer as early on as possible once the site has been 
determined. This will assist in maximising the benefits of the vegetation 
screening early on after the construction of the substation.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The SAPN decision means another piece in the infrastructure to service 
growth from the 2010 Ministerial DPA puzzle is now in place. 
 
The process for investigating possible sites for the new substation location 
is an important one. 
 
          
 
Key Contact 
Brian Clancey   Marc Voortman 
General Manager  Manager 
Infrastructure & Projects   Planning Policy & Strategy 
 
Sponsor of Project 
Andrew Stuart 
 
Attachments 

1. Plan showing route option 3 (Trim 14/101834) 
2. SAPN model letter to directly affected land owners (Trim 14/101833) 
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